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LETTER XUL 


Kafhmire, 1.783. 
wDE AR STR, 

I T is now neceflary to call your attention, 
already burthened, I fear, with no very pleafant matter, to the 
fubject of Kafhmire, and endeavour to defcribe the natural beau- 
ties ofa valley, which perhaps, ftands unparalleled for its air, 
foil, and a picturefque variety of landfcape. 

Tue northern path of the Bannaul hill, mentioned in my laft 
letter, is about one mile and a half fhorter, than that of the 
fouthern fide, not that this difference arifes from the level of the 
low lands of Bannaul and Kafhmire, but from the greater de- 
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clivity of the fouthern face of the hill, Yet it is evident, from 
the precipitated current of the rivers of this quarter of India, that 
the valley of Kafhmire is confiderably more elevated than the 
Punjab plains. This height of fituation, furrounded alfo by 
mountains, whofe lofty fummits are covered with fnow, during a 
great part of the year, imparts a coldnefs to the air of Kafhmire, 

which its immediate line of latitude would not otherwife poflefs, 
Verkd Nate Wassthe- fir: vi vila & we halted at, within the 
valley, where our party was ftrictly ene fied batfrom therefpect_ 
fhewn by all clafles of people to Zulphucar Khan, we were permit. 
ted to pafs untaxed and unmolefted, - A rare ufage at a Kafhmirian 
cuftom-houfe! It fhould ‘have been before noticed, that our 
patron, from the lamenefs of his hand and a general ‘infirm 
ftate of body, was obliged to travel in a litter; a fpecies of 
carriage different from any feen in the fouthern quarters of 
India. The frame of four flight pieces of woot, is about four 
feet and a ‘Half long, and three in breadth, with a bottom of cot- 
tén lacing or fplit canes interwoven. Two ftout bamboo poles, 
project three feet, from the end of the frame and arc faftencd to its 
outward fides, by iron rings, The extremities of thefe bamboos 
are loofely connected by folds of cords, into which is fixed, by 
clofely twifting and binding at the centre, a thick pole, three fect 
long; and by thefe central poles, the litter, or as it is here called, 
the Sampan, is fupported on the fhoulders of four men. This 
conveyance you will fee affords no shelter againft any inclemency 
of 
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of weather, which is braved at all feafons by thefe men of the moun- 
tains. 

In the paflage of fome of the fteep hills the Khan was 
obliged to walk, and it feemed to me furprifing, that the bearers 
were able to carry the litter over them. The Kafhmirians, who 
are the ordinary travellers of this road, ufe fandals made of ftraw 
rope, as an approved defence of their feet, and to fave their {hoes, 
On leaving Sumboo,.I--trad “heen advifed to adopt this practice, 
but, my feet not being proof againft the rough collifion of the 
ftraw, I foon became lame and threw eff my fandals. From a 
glaring deficiency of method, in the arrangement of my remarks, 
I am often fearful that but faint traces of a general chain will be 
exhibited. It is not that my ideas flow fo thick and ftrong, as, in 
confidence of their faperiour excellency, to contemn reftriétion or 
that obedience:to, order, which is  effential to theiy tility” it is 
an habit, per haps ¢ an fale one, that “impels me to note at the mo-~ 
ment, the train of thoughts which occur; and it becomes ne- 
ceffary I fee to plead this excufe, for having fo abruptly dragged in 
the ftory of the khan’s litter and my ftraw fhoes, when I fhould 
have been laying before you fketches of this beautiful country, 
which, in the language of Perfia, is called Kachmire be Nazeer.* 

In thé vicinity of Veere Naug is feen a torrent of water buriting 
from the fide of a mountain with impetuous force, and imme- 
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diately forming a confiderable flream, * which contributes, with 
numerous other rivulets, to fertilize the valley of Kafhmire. On 
the {pot, where this piece of. water reaches the plain, a bafon of a 
{qauare form has been conitructed, it is faid, by the emperor Je» 
hanguir, for receiving and difcharging the current; and the trees 
of various kinds, which overfpread the borders of the bafon, at 
once give an ornament to the fcene, and a gtateful fhade to the 
inhabitants of that q@Wsutery who, in the fummer feafon, make it 
a place of common refort. a 

The road from Veere Naug leads through a country, exhis 
biting that ftore of Juxuriant imagery, which is produced by a 
happy difpofition of hill, dale, wood and water; and, that thefe 
rare excellencies of nature might be difplayed in their fult glory, 
it was the feafon of {pring, when the trees, the apple, pear, 
the peach, apricot, the cherry and mulberry bore a variegated 
load of bloffom. Theyelufters: alfo, of the red and white rofe, 
with an infinite clafs of flowering fhrubs, prefented a view fo 
gayly decked, that no extraordinary warmth of imagination, was 
required to fancy that I ftood, at leaft, on a province of fairy 
land. Except the mulberry, I do not believe that this county 
produces any fpecies of the fruits of India, and but few of its 
vegetables; fuch is the change effected within a {pace of two 
degrees of latitude: this fudden revolution of climate cannot be 


* Itis called Vheit or Behatin the Kahmitian language, and in the Sanferit, Vetuftah, 
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afcribed to the narthern fituation of Kafhmire, which is little 
more than two handed miles from Lahore, where, many of the 
fruits of fouthern India come to maturity, but to the furrounding 
fnowy mountains, and an highly elevated land ; which the Hindoos 
fay, though very widely, is three perpendicular miles higher than 
the Punjab. 

On the 26th of April, at Durroo or Lurroo, 4 fmall but 
very populous town, feven coffes from Bannaul, where our khan 
and his fuite were hofpitably received by the chief, and lodged that 
night at his houfe. Our entertainment, and the cordial behaviour 
of the hoft, made us a general recompence for the fatigues of the 
journey ; and I in an inftant, forgot the pains of my bruifed feet, 
in the pleafant comparifon between a commodious fhelter and the 

on’ the 27th, at Tlaamabad, five. coffes my a large owny-fituate 
on thé north fide of the river Jalum, Which Were” 


pringing from 


boifterous weather of the mountains, 





the mountains, or penetrating them in narrow openings. At this 
place the Jalum, over which a wooden bridge is built, is about cighty 
yards acrofs, and from the level furface of the country has a gentle 
current. Our party, this evening, hired a boat to proceed to the 
city, and had gone more than five miles, when a written order arm 
rived, in an evil hour, requiring us to return and remain at Ifla~ 
amabad, until a paffport fhould be obtained from the cout, This 
check infufed a general gloom, and rendered our fituation, already 
confined and irkfome, almoft comfo:tlefs, The boat, a very fmall 
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one, was fcantily covered with a lender mat, and the wind, current, 
and a heavy rain had fet in againft us, The rain continued incef- 
fantly the whole night, and though my bedding was drenched with 
water, I receivéd no injury from having lain on it feveral hours. 
After exprefling my grateful acknowledgements to a hale conftitu» 
tion, I am induced to afcribe a great fhare of the prevention of 
ficknefs, on this as on other occafions to the frequent ule of to- 
baced; which sit tefl. spottelts a ge Property of defending the 
body againft the im veri of darnpls: Biidr-toldenay pa impure air, 
which, from the thick ranges of wood be hills, is tainted with- 
_ noxious vapours, produces, fevers.of a malignant. kind, and I am 
prompted to attribute, the good health I enjoyed in thofe parts, to 
the common habit of fmoking tobacco, . 

. Our party was greatly furprized at the receipt of thin-yery Une 
feafonable mandate, as we had during the, day, occupied one of 
the moft public places, of, the. down, where mot of the principal 
people vifited Zulphucar Khan, fapplied ‘him with provifions, and 
were apprized of his intention to depart in the evening. But it 
had been iffued I believe by the governor of the town, in refentment 








of the khan’s not vifiting him; and operated with a quick force, 
.on the minds of all the men, and even the children of Iflaamabad, 
who, but the fhort day before, from treating us with a ftudied kind- 
nefs, would now pafs our quarters without a notice. In every region 
of the earth, the lofs of power, nay the trivial croffes of life, too 
‘often canfé the defertion of thofe, whom the language of the world 

has 
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has entitled friends, but the averted looks of the prince are ever 
faithfully copied by the courtiers. The difgraced courtier of Alia, 
or he againft whom the frown of the defpot fhall be pointed, be- 
comes immediatly infe¢ted, and all men, by intuitive knowledge, it 
fhould feem, fhun him, A retreat is rarely made by an Afiatic 
ftatefman, who ufually clofes his political career in a dungeon or 
on a {caffold, - 4 ) 

In Afia, the principles ‘of juftice, honor or patriotifm, as 
they confer no fubftantial benefit, nor tend to elevate the cha- 
raéter, are feldom {een to actuate the mind of the fubject, who 
is conftitutionally Jed to ‘fix the tenure of life and property, 
and fame, on the will of his prince. Zulphucar Khan informs 
me, that the chief of Kafhmire, though a youth, ftands in the 
foremoft rank a Eien, ae ee te paneuens of a: 1 Hindyo cul 





ment. The one, he faid, affette a | tefling portion of property, 


the other involves for une and life, 

Two or three days after our arrival at Mlaamabad, the Dewan, 
or principal office of the governor of Kafhmire encamped in our 
Vicinity, and being acqu ‘nted with Zulphucar Khan, obtained 
permiffion for the procedure of our party to the city. It is here 
neceflary to obferve, that no perfon, except by ftealth, can enter or 

depart from’ Kafhmire without an order, marked with the feal of 
government. The Dewan, attracted I fuppofe by the appearance of 
fo white a perfon, made fome enquiry into the nuiure of my occu- 
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pation and views. I told the old ftory of a turk travelling towards 
his country, with the addition, that to avoid the Sicque territory, 
I had taken the route of Kafhmire, where I hoped to experience the 
benefit of his proteétion. My ftory was favourably heard, and I 
received a very cordial affurance of every neceflary afliftance, Our 
party being direéted to attend the Dewan, and to form a part of 
his domeftic fuite, we proceded by water, on the afternoon of 
the 3d of May, ‘to BhYteepour, nine .cofles, a village fituate on 
the northern bank of the Jalum, the evening” ‘Was derene, and 
the variegated view of populous villages, interfperfed through 
a plaiw whic was swaving with a rich harveft, and enlivened 
by the notcs of a thouland birds, filled the mind with harmony 
and delight. : 

In the vicinity of Bhyteepour are feen the remains of an Hindoo 
temple, which, though impaired by the ravages of time, and more 
by the deftructive handaf.the Mahometans, {till bore evident marks 
of a fupetiSP tate Arid fculpture. Kathmire, having fallen a con- 
queft to the followers of Mahomet, at an early period of their 





empire in India, when they furioufly broke down every fence 
that barred the progrefs of their religion, felt the full force of 
a barbarous zeal; and its monuments of worfhip and tafte were 
thrown to the ground in fhapelefs piles of ruin, 
; ° Tue Dewan taking Zulphucar Khan with him, went, on the 
sth of the month into the interior part of the country, and direéted 
me to wait for him at the town of Pamper, ten miles further down 
the 
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the river, where an order was fent for my accommodation. This 
perfon of. the Hindoo fect, poflefled a more liberal difpofition 
than is ufually found in an Indian: though perhaps I am fo 
much biafled by his indulgent treatment, that my opinion may 
be thought partial, but his deportment fcemed uniformly bene~ 
yolent to all clafles of people; with his companions he was af- 
fable and good humoured, he was humane to his domedlics, and 
he exercifed with a reafonable temperance the dutics of his 


office. 

On the th, the Dewan came to Pamper, whence I went 
to the city, a diftance of feven cofles in his boat, which, theugh in 
Kafhmire was thought magnificent, would not have been difgraced 
in the .ftation of a kitchen tender to a Bengal badgero. The 
boats of Kafhmire are long and narrow, and‘are rowed with 
paddles: from the ftern, . which is a little elevated, to the centre, 
& tilt of. materter extended for the fhetter: df patien ‘hers or met 
chandize. The country being interfeéted with numerous ftreams, 
navigable for {mall veficls, great advantage and conveniency would 
arife to it from the water conveyance, efpecially in its interior 
commerce, did not the miferable policy of the Afghan govern. 
ment crufh the fpirit of the people. 

Tun city, which in the ancient annals of India was known 
by the name of Siringnaghur, but now by that of the province 
at large, extends about three miles on each fide of the river 
Jalum, over which are four or five wooden bridges, and occupies 
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in fome part of its breadth, which is irregular, about two miles, 
The houfes, many of them two and three ftorics high, are flightly 
built of brick and mortar, with a large intermixture of timber, 
On a ftanding roof of wood is laid a covering of fine earth, 
which fhelters the building from the great quantity of fnow 
that falls in the winter feafon. This fence communicates an 
equal warmth in winter, as a refrefhing coolnels in the fum- 
met feafon, when. the tops of the houfes, which are planted 
with a variety of flowers, exhibit at a diftance the Jpacious view 
of a beautifully checquered parterre. The ftreets are narrow, and 
“choakeg with the filth of the inhabitants, who are proverbially 
unclean. No buildings are feen in this city worthy of remark ; 
though the Kafhmirians boaft much of a wooden mofque, called 
the Jumah Muiffid,* ereéted by one of the emperors of Iin« 
doftan ; but its claim to diftinction is very moderate. 

Fur fubahdar, or gevcinor of Kghinire, refides in a fortrele 
called Shere Ghur, cceupying the ‘fouth-eat quarter of the city, 
where mot of his officers and troops are alfo quartered, 

Tue benefits which this city enjoys of a mild falubrious air, a 
river flowing througly its centre, of many large and commodions 
houles, are eflentially alloyed by its confined conftruétion and the 
extreme filthinefs of the people. The covered floating baths, 


* Jumah is the fabath of the Mahometans, and Muffid the name of a public place 
of worfhip. In pre-emince, the principal place of prayer in Mahometan cities is termed 
Jumah Mufiid. 
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which are ranged along the fides of the river, give the only tefti- 
mony of conveniency or order; fuch baths are much wanted by 
the Indian Mahometans, who from the climate and their religion, 
are obliged to make frequent ablutions, and, in preventing the 
expofure of their women on thefe occafions, to adopt laborious 
precautions. 

Tue lake of Kafhmire, or in the provincial language, the 
Dall, long celebrated for its beautics, and the pleafure it affords 
to the inhabitants of this country, extends from the north-eaft 
quarter of the city, in an oval circumference of five or fix miles, 
and joins the Jalum by a narrow channel, near the faburbs. On 
the entrance to the eaftward is feen a detached hill, on which 
fome devout Mahometan has dedicated a temple to the great 
king Solomon, whofe memory in Kafhmire is held in profound 
veneration, = + os “ptt ue Bale * 

Tur legends of the country affert, that Solomon vifited this 
valley, and finding it covered, except the eminence now men-~ 
tioned with a noxious water, which had no outlet, he opened a 
paffage in the mountains, and gave to Kafhmire its beautiful 
plains, The Tucht Suliman, the name beftowed by the Maho. 
metans on the hill, forms one fide of a grand portal to the lake, 
and on the other ftands a'lower hill, which, in the Hinduee is called 
Ilirney Purvet, or the green hill, a name probably adopted from its 
being covered with gardens and orchards. 

On the fummit of the Hirncy Purvet, the Kafhmirians have 
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ereéted a mofque to the honor of a Muckdoom Saheb, who is as fax 
mous in their tales, as Thomas-a-Becket in thofe of Canterbury. 
The men never undertake a bufinefs of moment without confulting 
Muckdoom Saheb; and when a Kafhmirian woman wants a hand- 
fome hufband or a chopping boy, the addreflts her prayer to the 
minifters of this faint, who are faid to feldom fail in gratifying her 
with, The northern view of the lake is terminated at the diftance 
of twelve miles, by a detached range of mountains, which flop¢ 
from the centre to each angle; and from the bafe, a {pacioug 
plain, preferved in conftant verdure by numeroug, ftreams, extends 
with an eafy declivity to the margin of the water, 

In the centre of the plain, ds it approaches the lake, one of 
the Dehli emperors, I believe Shah Jehan, conftructed a {pacious 
garden, called the Shalimar, which is abundantly ftored with fruit- 
trees and flowering fhiubs, Some of the rivulets which interfeék 
the plain, are Ied into a-canal at thesback of the garden, and flow- 
ing through its centie, or occafionally thrown into a variety of 
water-warks, compofé the chief beauty of the Shalimar, ‘T'o 
decorate this {pot, the Mogul princes of India have difplayed 
an equal magnificence and tafte; efpecially Jehan Gheer, who, 
with the enchanting Noor Mahl, made Kafhntite his ufual refi- 
dence duiing the f{ummer months, and largely contributed to 
improve its natural advantages. On arches thrown over the 
canal, ate erected at equal diftances, four or five fuites of apal t 
ments, each confifting of a faloon, with fou rooms ar the angles, 

where 


FORSTER’S TRAVELS, 13 


where the followers of the court attend, and the fervants prepare 
fheibets, coffee, and the Hookah, The frame of the doors of the 
principal faloon, is compofed of pieces of a ftone of a black co- 
lou, ftieaked with yellow lines, and of a clofer grain and higher 
polith than porphiry. They were taken, it is faid, from an Hin- 
doo temple, by one of the Mogul princes, and efteemed of great 
value. , 

Tue canal of the Shalimar is conftruétcd of mafonry as far ag 
the lower pavillion, from whence the ftream is conveyed through 
a bed of carth, in the centre of an avenue of {preading trees, to 
the lake, which, with other Arcams of a lcfler note, it fupplics and 
refrefhes, The other fides of the lake are occupied by gardens of 
an infefior defcription; though two of them, the property of the 
government, deferve a diftiné notice for their fize and pleafant 
appearance; the Baugh Nufleem lying on the north-weft, and the 
Baugh Nifhat on the fouth-eaft quarter of the Shalimar. ‘The 
numerous fimall iflands emerging from the lake, have alfo a happy 
effect in ornamenting the fcene. One of a {quare form is called 
the Char Chinaur,* from having at cach of the angles a plane- 
tree; but one of them, and a pavillion that was erected in the 
centre, has gone to decay, as have all their monuments of the 
Moguls, except the Shalimar, which is pieferved in good order, 
and is often vifited by the governor, whom I have feen there, with 


* The o.tental pline. 
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his officers and the principal inhabitants of the city. Sines the 
difmemberment of Kathmire from the empire of Hindoftan, it has 
been fubject to the Afghans,* who poffelting neither the genius 
nor liberality of the Moguls, have fuffered its elegant ftructures to 
crumble into ruins, and to hold out againg them a fevere tefti- 
mony of the barbarity of their nation. 

Amir Kian, a Perfian, one‘of the late governors of Kath« 
mite, erected ‘a fortified palace on the eaftern fide of the lake; but 
the materials have been fo unfubftantial, that though of not more 
than eight years ftanding, it cannot now with fafety be inhabited. 
He ufed to pafs much of his time in this retreat, which was cu- 
sioufly adapted to the enjoyment of the various {pecies of Afiatic 
luxury ; and he is ftill spoken of in terms of affection and’ regret ; 
for, like them, he was gay, voluptuous, and much addiéted to 
the pleafures of the table. There is not a boatman or his wife 
that does not {peak of this Khan with rapture, and aferibe to 
him a once abundant livelihood, This governor like many of 
his predeceffors, trufting in the natural ftiength of the province, 
and its diftance from the capital, rebelled againft his mafters- 
The force fent againft him was fmall and ill appointed, and 
might have been eafily repelled by a few refolute men ftationed 
in the paffes, But in the hour of need, he was abandoned by 


® This event probably happened about the year 1754s 
+ Timur Shah, the reigning emperor of the Afghans, 
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the pufillanimous fickle Kafhmirians, who reconciled their con- 
duék to the Perfian, by urging, that if he had remained in 
Kafhmire, he would have conveited them all to the faith of Ali 
and cut them off from the hope of falvation, A Kafhmirian muft 
have been grievoufly embarraffed to juftify his condudt, when he 
afcribed it to any principle of religion; for he is a Hindoo, 
a Mahometan, and would become a Chriftian if a prieft wae at 
hand, according to the fafhion or intereft of the day. 

Ture environs of the town, to the eaft and weft, are laid 
out in private gardens, which, {kirting the banks of the Jalum, 
or fupplied with canals from the lake, afford a various retreat 
of pleafure to the inhabitants. The planc-tree, that fpecics 
termed the Platanus Orientalis, is commonly cultivated in Kath 
mire, where it is faid to arrive at a greater perfection than in 
other countries, This tree, which in moft parts.of Afla is 
called the Chinaur, grows to the fize of an oak, and has a 
taper ftreight trunk, with a filver coloured bark; and its leaf, 
not unlike an expanded hand, is of a pale gicen, When in 
full foliage, it has a grand and beautiful appearance, and in 
the hot weather, it affords a refrefhipg fhade. But I may ven~ 
ture to clafs in the firft rank of vegetable produce, the rofe of 
Kafhmire, avbich, for its brilliancy and delicate of odour, has 
long been i ptoverbial in the eaft; and its effential oil or ottar 
is held in univerfal eftimation. The feafon, when the rofe 
fir opens into bloffom, is celebrated with much feltivity by 

the 


16 FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


the Kathmiiians, who refoit in crowds to the adjacent gardens, 
and enter into fcenes of gaiety and pleafure, rarely known among 
other Afiatic nations. There, ull that extecior gravity which 
conftitutes a grand part of the Mahometan character, is thrown 
afide; and the Turk, Arab, and Perfian, as if fatigued with cx- 
hibiting the, ferious and guarded deportment of their own 
country, give a licentious {cope to their paffions. 

Tur valley of *Kafhmire is of an elliptick form, and cx~ 
tends about ninety miles in a winding diré@tion from the fouth- 
eaft to the north-weft. It widens gradually to Iflaamabad, where 
the breadth is about forty miles, which is continued with little va- 
riation to the town of Sampre,* whence the mountains by a regular 
inclination to the weftward, come to a point, and divide Keafhmiie 
from the territory of Muzzuflerabad. To the noith and narth- 

_ eal, Kafhmire is bounded by what is here termed the mountains 
of Thibet; a branch, I apprehend, of.that immenfe range, which 
vifing near the black fea, penetrates, through Armenia, and fkirt~ 
ing the fouth fhore of the Cafpian, extends through the north-calt 
provinces of Perfia, to Thibet and China, On the fonth-eaft and 
fouth, it is bounded by Kifhtewar, and on the fouth-weft and 
weft, by Prounce,+ Muzzufferabad and fome other independent 
diftiiéts. 


* About twenty-five miles to the weftward of the city. 
+ Through this difts& hes the pafs of Bember, minutely decribed by Bernier. 
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Tur Jalum, the weftern of the Punjab rivers, having reccived 
the numerous rivulets of the valley, and the overflowing water of 
the lakes, becomes a fpscious ftveam, and is difcharged th-ough 
the mountains near the town of Baramoulah, where its curent, 
from the declivity of the land, runs with rapid force.* At Bata- 
noulah the Kathmirians fay Solomon rent the mountains, and 
gave a paflage to the waters, which, from the beginning of time 
had floated on their plains. : 

Anour eight miles to the weftward of the city, the Jalum is 
joined by a finall river called the Chote, or little Sgind, which I 
was informed by a Kafhmirian Pundit, arifes in the Thibet 
mountains, and is the only ftream not produced within the valley. 
Previowlly to the Mahometan conqueft of India, Kafhmire was ce- 
lebrated for the learning of its Bramins and the magnificent con 
fiudtion of its : temple, - . The period of its diabjection to the May 
hometans, is hot recorded in ¢ any hiftory that I ‘have feen, but we 
may believe, that a country, containing a valuable commerce and 
a profufion of natural beautics, would at an carly date have at- 
traéled their notice and invited their conqueft, It was governed in 
a long feries of fucceflion, by a race of Tattar princes, of the 
Chug ot Chugatay tribe, until the year 1586, when Acbar fub- 
dued it: aided niore, it is faid, by intrigue, than the force of his 
arms. Kafhmire remaincd annexed to the houfe of Timu for 


* See Bence. 
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the {pace of one hundred and fixty years, after which it was bes 
trayed by the Mogul governor, to Ahmed Shah Duranny, who 
formed it into a province of the Afghan empire. 

Tue valley of Kafhmire has generally a flat furface, and being 
copioufly watered, yields abundant crops of rice, which is the 
commen food of the inhabitants. At the bafe of the furrounding 
hills, where the land js higher, wheat, barley and various other 
grains are cultivated. A fuperior {pecies of faffron is alfo produced 
in this province, and iron of an excellent quality is found in the 
adjacent mountains. But the wealth and fame of Kafhmire have 
largely arifen from the manufacture of fhauls, which it holds un-~ 
rivalled, and almoft without participation. The wool of the 
fhaul is not produced in the country, but brought from diftricts 
of Thibet, lying at the diftance of a month’s journey to the north. 
eaft. It is originally of a dark grey colour, and is bleached in 
Kafhmire by the help of a certain preparation of rice four, The 
yarn of this wool is ftained with fuch colours as may be judged 
the beft fuited for fale, and after being woven the piece is once 
wafhed. Fhe border, which ufually difplays a variety of figures 
ahd colours is attached to the fhauls, after fabrication; but in fo 
nice a manner, that thejunction is not di{cernable. The texture 
of the fhaul refembles that of the fhaloon of Eutope, to which it 
has probably communicated the name. The price, at\the loom, 
of an ordinary fhaul, is eight rupees, thence in proportional qua- 
lity, it produces from fifteen to twenty; and I have feen a very 

fine 
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fine piece fold at forty rupees the firft coft. But the value of this 
commodity may be largely enhanced by the introduction of flow- 
ered work; and when you are informed that the fum of one 
hundred rupees is occafionally given for a fhaul to the weaver, the 
half amount may be fairly aferibed to the ornaments, 

A portion of the revenue of Kafhmire is tranfiitted to the 
Afghan capital in fhaul goods, which I had an opportunity of 
feeing previoufly to the difpatch, and from the information then 
received, I am reafonably confirmed in the accuracy of this ftate~ 
ment I have given. ‘The fhauls ufually confift of three fizes, two 
of which, the long and the fmall fquare one, are in common ule 
in India; the other long and very narrow, with a large mixture 
of black colour in it, is worn as a girdle by the northern 
Afiatics. 

A WINE is is made _in Kafhmire, famine, refembling ing .that, of. Madeira, 
which, if fkilfully manufactured by ag by age, would ald poffefs an excellent 
quality. A {pirituous liquor is alfo diftilled from the grape, in 
which and the wine, the people of all kinds freely indulge. 

Tun Kafhmirians fabricate the belt writing paper of the eaft, 
which was formerly an article of extenfive traffic ; as were its Jac- 
quer ware, cutlery and fugars ;* and the quality of thefe manufac- 
tures clearly evince, that were the inhabitants governed by wile 
and liberal princes, there are few attainments of art which they 


* 
* The raw fugar is imported from the 
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would not acquire, But the heavy oppreffions of the government, 
and the rapacious temper of the bordering ftates, who exercife an 
unremitting rapacity on the foreign traders, and often plunder 
whole cargoes, have reduced the commerce of Kafhmire to a de- 
clining and languid ftate. In proof of this pofition, the Kafh- 
mirians fay, that during their fubjection to the Mogul dominion, 
the province contained forty thoufand fhaul looms, and that at 
this day, there até not fixteen thoufand. In Kafhmue are feen 
merchants and commercial agents of moft of the principal cities of 
noithern India, alfo of Tartary, Perfia and Turkey, who at the 
fame time advance their fortunes, and enjoy the pleafures of a fine 
climate and a country, over which are profufely fpread the various 
beauties of nature. . 

Tue drefs of the Kafhmirians confitts of a large turban, auk- 
wardly put on; a great woollen velt with wide fleeves ; and a fuck, 
wrapped in many folds round the middle; under the velt, which 
may be ptopérly called a wrapper, the higher clafs of people 
wear a pirahun or fhirt, and drawers; but the lower order 
have no under garment, nor do they even gird up their loins, 
On firft feeing thefe people in their own country, I imagined 
from their garb, the caft of countenance, which is long and of 
a grave afpect, and the form of their beards, that I had come 
amongft a nation of Jews. The fame idea impreffed alfo Mr. 
Bernier, who carrying it further, has attempted, by the aid of 
fome proofs more fpecions than fubftantial, to deduce their 
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origin from the Jewifh tribes that were carried into cap- 
tivity. 
Tue drefs of the women is no lefs aukward than that of the 
men, and is ill adapted to difplay the beauties they naturally pof- 
fefs. Their outward, and often only garment is of cotton, and 
fhaped like a long loofe fhirt. Over the hair, which falls in a fingle 
braid, they wear a clofe cap, ufually of a woollen cloth of a crim- 
fon colour; and to the hinder part of it is attached a triangular: 
piece of the fame ftuff, which falling on the back conceals much 
of the hair. Around the lower edge of the cap is rolled a {mall 
turban, faftened behind with a fhort knot, which feemed to me the 
only artificial ornament about them. You will be pleafed to notice, 
that I> {peak of the drefs of the ordinary women, {uch only being 
permitted to appear in public. The women of the higher clafles 
are never feon abroad.s . Der is it confittent with the ufage, of any 
Mahometan nation even to © fpeak eak of the feniale part of a family. 
Tue Kathmirians are ftout, well fortned, and as the natives 
of a country lying in the thirty-fourth degree of latitude, may be 
termed a fair people, and their women in fouthern France or Spain 
would be called Brunettes. But having been prepoffeffed with an 
opinion of their charms, 1 fuffered a fenfible difappointment ; 
though I faw fome of the female dancers molt celebi ated for beauty 
and the attractions of their profeffion. A coarlenefs of figure 
generally prevails among them, with broad features, and they too 


often have thick legs. Though excelling in the colour of their 
com- 
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complexion, they are evidently furpafled by the elegant form and 
pleafing countenance of the women of fome of the wefter: pro- 
vinces of India. 

Tue city of Kafhmire once abounded with courtezans, equally 
gay and affluent; but the rigorous contributions of the Afghans 
have greatly reduced their number, and driven moft of thofe that 
remain into a Janguid poverty. The few that I faw, afforded me 

‘much pleafure by thetregraceful {kill in dancing, and voices pecu- 
liatly melodious. And here let me obfervé, teat I faould atter- 
wards forget, that the women of Kafhmire aré fingularly fitube 
ful, be the government ever fo oppreffive, or fortune at all points 
adverfe, no»baneful effects are feen,to operate on the propagation 
of the {pecies, which is maintained with a fuccefsful perfeterance. 
I will not prefume to inveftigate the phyfical caufe of a virtue fo 
copioufly inherent in the men and women of this country, but 
will fimply intimate. to you thatits watersate well ftored with 
fith, whichsisthought to be a‘generative ftimulus, and conftitutes 
a puimdipal article of the food of the people. 

Tue language of Kafhmire evidently {prings ‘from the San- 
forit ftock, and refembles in found, that of the Mahrattas, though 
with more harfhnefs, which has probably induced the inhabitants 
to compofe their fongs in the Perfic, or adopt thofe of the Perfian 
poets. ‘Yet in defpite of the unpleafant tone of their fpeech, there 
is {carcely a perfon in the country, from youth to old age, who 
has not a tafte for mufic. 

THE 
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Tux Kafhmirians are gay and lively people, with {trong pro- 
penfities to pleafure. None are more eager in the purfuit of wealth, 
have more inventive faculties in acquiring it, or who devife more 
modes of Juxurious expenfe. When a Kafhmirian, even of the 
loweft order, finds himfelf in the pofleflion of ten fhillings, he 
lofes no time in affembling his party, and launching into the lake, 
folaces himéelf till the laft farthing is fpent. Nor can the defpotifn 
of an Afghan government,--whith loads them with a various op- 
preffion and cruelty, eradieate this {trong tendency to diffipatién, 
yet their manners, it is faid, have undergone a manifeft change, 
fince the difmemberment of their country from Hindoftan. En- 
couraged by the liberality and indulgence of the Moguls, they gave 
a loofesto their pleafures and the bent of their genius. They ap- 
peared in gay apparel, conftructed coftly buildings, and were much 
addicted to the pleafurgs.of the table, The intereltayof this pro-~ 
vince were f “ffrongly favored at the court,” that every complaint 
againft its governors was attentively liftened to, and any attempt 
to moleft the people, reftrained or punithed, 

In the reign of Aurungzebe, when the revenue of the different 
portions of the empire exceeded that of the prefent day, the fiam 
collected in Kafhmire amounted to three and a half lacks of rupees, 
but at this time, not. lefs than twenty lacks are extracted by the 
Afghan governor, who, if h:s tribute be regularly remitted to 
court, is allowed to execute with impunity every act of violence, 
This extreme rigour has fenfibly affected the deportment and man- 

ners 
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ners of the Kafhmirians, who fhrink with dread from the Afghan 
oppreflions, and are fearful of making any difplay of opulence. 
A Georgian merchant, who had long refided in the country, gave 
mathe moft fatisfatory information of Kafhmire. He faid, that 
when he firft vifited.the province, which was governed by a perfon 
of a moderate difpofition, the people were licentious, volatile and 
profufe. But, that fince the adminiftration of the late chief, an: 
Afghan of a fierceand rapacious temper, they had become difpi- 
rited, their of living mean, their, drefs flovenly, and though 
of a temper proverbially loquacious, they were.averfe from com- 
municating ordinary intelligence. 

Durina my refidence in Kafhmire, I often witneffed the harfh 
treatment which the common people received-at the hands ef their 
matters, who rarely iffued an order without a blow of the fide of 
their ‘hatchet, a common weapon of the Afghans, and ufed by 
them in war, as a, battle.axe,, Though, the. inhabitants of this 
province arg sheld under, a. grievous: fubjection, and endure evils 
the ott mortifying to human nature, being equally oppreffed and 
infalted, the various teftimonies brought home to me of their 
common depravity of difpofition, made me the lefs fenfible of 
their diftrefs; and in a fhort time fo faint was the trace of 
it on my mind, that I even judged them worthy of their adverfe 
fortune. 

In viewing the manners of a people at large, it were at once a 
facrifice of truth and every claim to hiftorical merit, to introduce 
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PMionate or fanciful colouring; yet the cooleft refle€tion does 
not withold me from faying, that I never knew a national body of 
men “nore impregnated with the principles of vice, than the natives 
of Kafhmire. ‘The character of a Kafhmirian is confpicuoufly 
fcen, when invefted with official power. Supported by an au- 
thority which prefcribes no limits to its agents, in the accumula- 
tion of public emoluments, the Kafhmirian difplays the genuine 
compofition of his mind. He becomes intent on immediate ag- 
grandizement, without rejcfling any inftrument which can promote 
his purpofe, Rapacious and arrogant, he evinces in all his actions, 
deceit, treachery, and that fpecics of refined cruelty, which ufually 
actuates the condué of a coward, And it is faid, that he is 
equally*fickle in his connections, as implacable in enmity. In be- 
half of humanity, I could with not to have been capaoitated to 
exhibit fo difgutting gpidture,.which being conftantly held out'to 
me for near three months, in various lights, but with little rclicf, 
imprefled me with a general diflike of mankind. 

Tne Kafhmirians are fo whimfically curious, that when any 
trivial queflion is propofed to them, its intention and purpofe 
is enquired into with a ftring of futile interrogatories, before 
the neceflary information is given; and a fhopkeeper rarely ac- 
knowledges the poffeffion of a commodity, until he is apprized of 
the quantity required. In examining the fituation in which thefe 
people have been placed, with its train of relative effects, the fpe- 
culative moralifi will perhaps difcover one of the larger fources, 
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from whence this cat of manners and difpofition has arifen, Wg 
will perceive that the fingular pofition of their country, its abun« 
dant and valuable produce, with a happy climate, tend to éxcite 
ftrong inclinations to luxury and effeminate pleafures ; and he is 
aware, that to counteract caufes, naturally tending to enervate 
and corrupt the mind, a fyftem of religion or morality is neceflary 
to inculcate the love of virtue, and efpecially, to imprefs the youth 
with early fentiments of juftice and humanity. But he will evi- 
dently fee, that neither the religious or the moral precepts of tlre 
prefent race of Mahometans contain the principles of rectitude or 
philanthropy; that on the contrary, they are taught to look with 
abhorrence on the faireft portion of the globe, and to perfecute 
and fmjure thofe who are not inclofed in the fold of their prophet. 
Seeing then the Kafhmirians, prefiding as it were at the fountain 
head of pleafure, neither guided or checked by any principle or ex~ 
ample of virtue, he will mot’befurprized, that they give a wide 
fcope to the paffions of the mind and the enjoyments of the 
body. . | 

Azap Kuan, the prefent governor of Kafhmire, of the Af. 
ghan tribe, fucceeded his father Hadji* Kareem Dad, a domeftic 
officer of Ahmed Shah Duranny, and who was, at the death of 
that prince, advanced to the government of Kafhmire, by Timur 
Shah, as a reward for quelling the rebellion of the Amir Khan, 


* Thofe who have made the pilgrimage of Mecca are termed Hadji, 
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‘Who has been already mentioned. Though the Kafhmirians ex- 
claim with bitternefs at the adminiftration of Hadji Kareem Dad, 
who was notorious for his wanton cruelties and infatiable avarice ; 
often for trivial offences, throwing. the inhabitants, tyed by the 
back in pairs, into the river, plundering their property, and forcing 
their women of every defcription; yet they fay, he was a fyftema~ 
tical tyrant, and attained his purpofes, however atrocious, through 
a fixed medium. They hold a different language in {peaking of 
the fon, whom they denominate the Zaulim Kham, a Perfic phrafe 
which expreffes a tyrant without difcernment; and if the fmaller 
portion of the charges againft him are truc, the appellation is ~ 
fitly beftowed. At the age of eighteen years; le has few of the 
vices Of youth; he is not addicted to the pleafures of the haram, 
nor to wine: he does not even fmoke the Hookah. But his a¢ls 
of ferocity exceed comtnon belief; they would feem to otiginate 
in the wildeft capiice, and to difplay a temper rarely feen in the 
nature of man. 

Taar you may form fome fpecific knowledge of the charafter 
of this, let me call him, infernal defpot, I will mention fome fats 
which were communicated during my refidence in the province, 
While he was paffing with his court, under one of the wooden 
bridges of the city, on which a crowd of people had aflembled to 
obferve the proceffion, he levelled his mufquet at an opening which 
he faw in the path way, and being an expert markfman, he fhot 
to death an unfortunate fpectator. Soon after his acceflion to the 
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government, he accufed his mother of infidelity to her hufbarfd, 
and in defiance of the glaring abfurdity which appeared in the al- 
legation, as well as the anxious intreatics of the woman who had 
borne him to fave her from fhame, fhe was ignominioufly driven 
from the palace ; and about the fame time, on a like frivolous 
pretence, he put one of his wives to death. A film on one of his 
eyes had baffled the attempts of many operators, and being impa- 
tient at the want of” fuccefs, he told the laft furgeon who had 
been called in, that if the diforder was not remedied within a 
limited time, allowing but a few days, his belly fhould be cut 
open; the man failed in the cure, and Azad’ Khan verified his 
threat.. 

Turse pafflages were related to me by different perfont, fome 
ftrangers in the country, others, who from the ftations they 
held, would rather have been induced to fpeak favourably. 
Azad Khan had, in the, three firft months of his government, 
become an objeét of fuch terror to the Kafhmirians, that the 
cafual mention of his name produced an inftant horror and an 
involuntary fupplication of the aid of their prophet. Among 
the leffer order of his exactions, but which feemed to me the 
moft unpopular and difcouraging, is that levied from the cour~ 
tezans or dancing girls, who are obliged to account for every 
fum of money they receive, and to pay the larger fhare of it 
to the intendant of the police; nor are they allowed to attend 
at any feftival or entertainment, without the permiffion of that 
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owver, The rigorous treatment of this clafs of females, which 
are ever the moft pleafing to fociety fiom the indulgence granted 
to them, has here effeted a grievous change; for though Kath- 
mite is known to abound in fine women, few are now feen 
among the couitezans. 

A rivcnue of between twenty and thirty lacks of rupees 
is collected from this province, of which a tribyte of {even 
lacks is remitted to the treafury of Timur Shah, The army of 
Kafhmire, a part of which I have feen embodied, confifts of 
about three thoufand hoife and foot, chicfly Afghans,* who had 
received little pay for two years, and many of them, for want 
of a better fubfiftence, were obliged to live on the Kernel of 
the Singerah,{ or water-nut, which is plentifully produced in 
the lakes of the country. 

In noticing the charaéter_of the governor of, Kqfamjre;which 
is compofed of little clfe than a blind deftruétive cruelty, you 


%* The natives of this province are rarely feen engaged in a military occupation, 
from which their genius feems averfe; and it is held an eftablifhed rule in the Afghan 
government, to refufe the admittance of a Kafhmitian into their army. The common 
people ufually carry abroad with them in the winter feafon an earthen flove, which 
hanging near the thigh, gives it a fcuiched appeatance; and by this mark a Kathminian 
is difcovered, fhould he by ftealth endeavour to ealift, The fling, in the ufe of which 
they are expert, feems to be their favourite weapon, and enghles them with little va- 
riation to oppofe an adverfary at a diftance, and from places of fccurity. 

4 The Singerah alfo conftitutes a great portion of the food of the lower clafs of 
the natives, and the exclufive privilege of vending it, yields annually about twelve 
thoufand pounds to the government, 
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will be furprized that he is not punifhed or reftrained bythe 
court.. But when it is confidered that the approach to this re~ 
mote province, leads through hoftile or independant territorics, 
that Timur Shah is cqually witheld from diftant enterprize by the 
accumulated arrears and confequent weaknefs of his army, to which 
may be added the fear of domeftic treafon, and a native indolence 
"of temper, a fufficient caufe will be feen for his paffive regard to 
the interiour government of Kafhmire. Contenting himfelf with 
the tribute, he is feldom difpofed to-controul the conduct of a re- 
mote governor. I am to exprefs a regret, that previoufly to my 
route, I had not peruled the accurate and candid memoirs of Mr. 
Bernier, who ftands in the firft rank of writers on Indian hiftory: 
yet, fhould this curfory relation throw any light on his d&fcription 
of Kafhmire, as lively as it is juft, by filling up a chafin, or mark- 
ing the changes which have happened fince his day, I fhall hold 
it in fome eftimation, and confider any inconveniency which might 
have arifen from my ‘journéy thither, honorably requited. Mr. 
Bernier enjoyed advantages which have fallen to the lot of few 
Afiatic travellers, and fortunately for the learned world, his talents 
amply improved them. He travelled into Kafhmire in the fuite of 
Danifhmund Khan, a favourite Omrah of Aurungzebe, who 
having a tafte for f{eience and lettcrs, encouraged this ingenious 
Frenchman to attentively inveftigate the great variety of its curious 
produce. He has alfo defcribed the caufes of that important re- 
yolution, which raifed Aurungzebe to the throne of [indostan. 


As 
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"Ase was perfonally engaged in the {cene of action, and an cye 
witnefs of many of the principal events, all.which are related in 
a fimple interefting language, I carneftly recommend to you a dili- 
gent perufal of his inftructive and judicious book, ‘This writer 
having chiefly affuciated with Mahometans, who invariably poflefs 

“an abfolute abhorrence of the religion of the Hindoos, and being 
deftitute of the proper documents for the refearch, he has not 
been equally fuccefsful in his explanation of the principles and 
{pirit of the Hindoo doétrines, and it is only in that difcuffion I 
prefume to doubt the opinions of Mr. Bernier, After clofing 
this diflertation on Kafhmire, you mutt permit me to relate my 
defultory adventures in that country. 

- On my arrival at the city; I was accommodated with an apart. 
ment in the houfe of Zulphucar Khan, and feeing him of fo re. 
fpectable a character, and difpofed to, do me kindnefa, J had ree 
folved to remain there, but my fervant, the fame perfon who had. 
fet upon me at Jumbo, difcovered me to the family to whom he 
knew I had brought introductory letters, and being urgently 
prefld, not to fay peftered, to lodge at the honfe of a Sheich 
Mirza, the brother of my Jumbo hoft, I was forced out of the 
friendly roof of the Khan, whom I fhall ever remember with af- 
fection and efteem. His father having filled high ftations in the 
upper part of India, at the period of the Afghan and Sicque inva- 
fions, Zulphucar Khan, who was himfelf prefent at fome of the 
actions, had acquired a converfant knowledge of the motives that 

actuated. 
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actuated. the different parties; and his remarks on the vad@ts 
events of thofe times, from which I derived much ufeful infor- 
mation, denoted a found difcerning judgement, little heated by 
prejudice, or fettered by thofe narrow precepts which ufually fway 
the mind of a Mahometan. We ftriétly obferved the ceremonies 
of his religion, which were performed with an apparent convic- 
tion of their reCtitude ; and, though he daily faw my remiffion of 
the cuftomary worfhip of his fumily, he neither remarked o4 
cenfured it. 

Avr Sheich Mirza’s, I was received with fplendid offers of 
friendfhip, and all that farrago of proteftation, the common bur- 
then of Afiatic language, which goes for nothing. The truth 
was, the brother at Jumbo had reprefented meas a wealthy nserchant 
who would produce great profit to the houfe; and this object de- 
Inged me at the firft mecting with compliments, which com- 
menced with embracing my legs, and ended in wafhing my beard 
in rofe water. Nor did he ceafe to load me with a feries of 
difgufting attentions, until I told him that my bufinefs obliged 
me to proceed, without delay, to Kabul. The arrival of a mer- 
chant from Conftantinople compleated my relief; for then the 
Sheick had no Ieifure to fay a civil word to any one, and fecing 
indeed, that my refidence promifed no emolument to the houfe, he 
would without ceremony have turned me out of it, had another 
Turk appeared. 

As there are no karavanferas in Kafhmire, commercial ftran- 
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gers are lodged with their brokers, who finding an account in af- 
fording fuch accommodation, are generally poffefled of Jarge and. 
convenient habitations. A Georgian, who occupied the room 
next to mine, and was a very agreeable neighbour, did not, I ob. 
ferved, give a ready credit to my ftory, which he crofs exami- 
ned with fome tokens of fufpicion; and one day, having de- 
fired to, look at my head, he decidedly, pronounced it to be 
that of a chriftian, But he became alarmed, when I cautioned 
him, in a ferious tone, to be lefs hafty in forming fo danger. 
ous an opinion; for he muft know, that to beftow fuch an 
appellation * on a believer of the truc faith, was a gricvous of- 
fence in a Mahometan country. In a future converfation with 
the Georgian, he explained to me, and proved by comparifon, 
that the head of a Chriftian is broad behind: and flatted out 
at the crown; that ak ahometan’s jhead Blows qarrowe at the 
top, and like a monkies has a conic form. “This Georgian was 
affociated in trade with one of his countrymen then refiding at 
Benares, and fecing that he viewed me with miftruft, the com- 
munication of which muft have had mifchievous effects, J 
judged it prudent to difclofe my true ftory; premifing, with an 
affurance, that fhould treachery or his indifcretion bring on 
me any mifchance, his eftate at Benares would become forfeit, 
and the perfon of his companion expofed to punithment. ‘This 


* Nazarene is a term of bitter reproach among the northern Mahometans, 
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language, fupported by a difpofition naturally honourable, ens 
Sured his zealous attachment, from which I derived many ufes, 
during my ftay in Kafhmire. 

Tue Dewan, whom I daily attended, ftill continued his 
former kindnefs, and agreeably to his promife, folicited for me 
the governor’s permiffion to leave the province. The memorial 
_ prefented ‘by the Dewan, fet forth, that a Turk who had come 
from Hindoftan, was defirous of paffing, with two domettics, 
through Kafhmire, in his way to Conftantinople. ‘When this 
purport was made known to me, I ftrongly feared its failure ; 
for ftrangers rarely vifit Kafhmire for the purpofe of curiofity 
or amufement, and as no {fpecific occupation was afcribed to 
me, I obferved to the Dewan that a refufal might be expected. 
The apprehenfion was wholly verified in Azad Khan’s faying, 
that the Turks were good foldiers, which he then wanted, and 
that he would employ. me in his army, It was in vain the 
Dewan: reprefented the folicitude of vifiting my country, whence 
‘Jeshad been long abfent, and “that little benefit would accrue 
from the fervices of a perfon under fuch conftraint. He for= 
bade the Hindoo, in a voice that made him tremble, to ceale 
from urging the requeft, for he had formed an ultimate refo- 
lution. 

Wuen the Dewan intimated to me the information, I no- 
ticed an evident agitation in his countenance; and though you 
may fuppofe that my mind was ill at eafe, I forced upon myfelf 

that 
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that fpecies of refignation which is habitual to an Afiatic in his 
day of trouble, and gravely affected to adminifter a comfort to the 
Dewan, which was more wanting to myfelf. From that moment, 
I never faw him,* nor did I ever impart to any one the ftory of 
my failure, well knowing, that had it become public, no one would 
have dared to have given me affiftance or even fhelter. ‘ 

On revolving the different modes of extrication from this 
dilema, I bethought myfelf of the Banker, on whom I had 
brought a draft from Jumbo; and in the courfe of a day or 
two I applicd to him for a paflport, He very frankly aflured 
me of his fervices, from which, as he was at that time high 
in the eftimation of the governor, I entertained fanguine hopes 
of fuccefs, and to obviate the rifque that might arife from the 
name of Khuroe, which had been inferted in the former me- 
morial, I now took that, of -Bwfuff, a Mahometan merchartt, 
going on a commercial adventure to Pefhour, Bat on the day 
when the paffport was to have been iffued, as if my evil ftar 
had determined to rule, the banker fell under the difpleafure of 
the defpot, which fo wholly deranged him, that my bufinels no 
longer occupied his thoughts. He had been {olicited to advance a 
confiderable loan to the government, but aware of the rifque of 
fuch a negociation, he pleaded inability, and the laft time I went 


* This unfortunate man was I underfland, afterwards put to death by Azad Khan, 
in one of his many moments of capricious cruelty. 
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to his houfe, he was trembling in an agony of fear, from an ap» 
prehenfion of Azad Khan’s refentment.* i 

In treating of the government of Kafhmire, I omitted to men- 
tion, that it had not hitherto extended its apprehenfion to mer- 
chants, who, from the wealth which they introduced into the 
province, were refpeCled and even indulged. The obftacles that 
fteod in the way of my departure, now became ferious, and gave 
me much'anxiety. J-»was thrown into the power of a capricious 
tyrant, under a fefhblance’ alfo, which if difcovered, might be 
fatal, and I was precluded by the late occurrence, from a perfonal 
application to the court. Endeavouring to remove the appearance 
of chagrin, I intreated the Georgian, who has been mentioned, to 
expedite my departure, though without communicating any part 
of the former failures. Only obferving that the multiplicity of 
bufinefs, neceflarily engroffing the attention of the dewan, of whofe 
friendfhip for me he had beem apprifed: prevented me from 
giving him further trouble. - The bufinefs was undertaken with a 
zealous alacrity, and by an unremitted attendance of fifteen days, 
aided by a fmall bribe, was accomplifhed. Having hired a hoife 
from a native of Pefhour, who was returning to that city, and 
taken into my fervice a Perfian boy, on the rzth of June I left 
Kafhmire and my honeft Georgian friend. 

Tur river Jalum, at the diftance of ten miles from the 


He was, at a future period, I am informed, put to death by the Afghan. 
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city, is formed by the hollow furface of the country, into a fheet 
af water, of feven oy eight miles in citcumference, called in the 
Kafhmirian language, the Wuller, which has a gentle fouthern 
curient, aud is gradually contracled as the land 1ifes. 

On the morning of the 12th, artived at Sompre, nine coffes, 
@ popalous town on the caftern fide of the Jalum, where the pafl- 
port was dcpofited and another iffued. After a halt of three hours, 
which were chiefly employed in repairing the 1iding tackle, which 
was all of coidage, bridle, ftirrups and gitth, T proceeded in com- 
pany with Mohubullah, the proprietor of the ftecd, and Huffin, 
the Perfian boy, to the {mall village of Markore, a ftage of ten 
coffes. Mohubullah made a good travelling pillaw, of which the 
bones were picked, and pluming myfelf on having outwitted the 
governor of Kafhmire, I went to fleep in an adjacent mofque with 
a light heart. eeited 

On the 13th, at Hourree Dana, four oottts, an hamlet, fituate 
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three miles within the boundary of the province. The night 
being cool, I had thrown over my bed-cloths a coat, in the pocket 
of which was depofited the paffport ; when, in an evil hour, jut 
as I was beginning to awake, a thief fnatched my coat, and made 
his efcape. Had the coat been of any other colour than red, it would. 
not, I believe, have attracted the marauder’s notice; but a {park 
of vanity, many of which have lighted me into {cenes of trouble, 
prompted the purchafe of this gaudy garment, which before had 

been. 


38 FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


been often ftared at. I mentioned to the officer in charge of 
the pafs at the boundary, the affair of the theft and the lofs of the 
pafsport, to the truth of which Mohubullah bore teftimony, ad- 
ding that I was Seid, and it was well known the Seids, never ut- 
tered a falfity; Huflin alfo fwore by the beard of his father 
to the truth of the fact. The officer who was a Kafhmirian 
heard the ftory, with a grave countenance, and looking as if he 
did not believe a word‘of it, faid that I muft procure another pafs~ 
port. Seeing that words made no impreffion on this vigilant 
guardian of his poft, (which it would have furprifed me, if they 
had.) I {€cretly, tendered him a few rupees,* for his good will, 
The fight of the money produced an immediate effect on every fea- 
ture of his face, which foftening into a fmile of complfance, I 
moved on.—-Our party had not preceded three hundred yards, 
when, four men were perceived running after us with great fpecd 
and, ina loud voice, ordering: us to halt. On coming up they 
feized me, alledging I was a ftate criminal, whom they were di- 
rected to convey to the city; nor did I efcape from their hands, 
until I had applied the argument, which had before opened the 
gate, but to a much larger amount.—Huflin, who had feen the 


* The Rupee is the current coin of Kafhmire, and that flruck at Moradabad in 
Rohilcund, is held in the greateft eftimation. From. the bafenefs of the filver a large 
difcount is allowed on that of Kafhmire. Copper money of the value of a halfpenny 
and cowreys, a {mall marine thell, compofe the other currency of this province. 
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pafsport and witneffed the theft, expreffed aftonifhment at the 
largenefs of the fum, and accufed me of extravagant folly. But, 
he did not know the caufe of my averfion to a public examination. 
On the 14th, at Doumbah, fifteen coffes, a {mall village de- 
pendant on the chief of Muzzufferabad. The limit of Kafhmire 
on this quarter is terminated by a low thick wood, the edge of 
which is fkirted by a rivulet, and, on the other fide rifes a lofty 
chain of mountains, ftretching to the north and fouth, whofe fum~ 
mits are in fome parts, now, covered with fnow, a decp tract of 
which I croffed. The inhabitants of the Muzzufterabad diftriéts, de~ 
nominated Bombaus, are Mahometans of the Afghan tribe and 
inimical to the Kafhmirians, who, under the father of the pre- 
fent goyernor, had laid their territory wafte. The rumour of ano- 
ther invafion prevailing, at this time, I was ftrictly examined, but 
the management of Mohubullah h, with a fmall donation, 2 "gave us 
an unmolefted piogrefs.~ “The” face ‘of’ the Country extitfits & CON 
tinued view of mountains, on the fide of which are {een patches of 
cultivated ground and f{cattered hamlets of three or four cottages. 
On the 15th, at Noufere, twelve cofles, part of the road bended 
ever the brow of a fteep and craggy mountain, at the foot of 
which, a river, which here, takes the name of Muzzufferabad,* 
runs with extreme rapidity ; and breaks upon the numerous infu- 
lated rocks that interrupt its paflage, with a noife of thunder. 


The proper name of this river is the Kifhen Gunga, 
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On the réth, at Paunch-Graum, fix coffes, the road was {till 
more difficult of paflage than that of yefterday. ‘The mountain 
being in fome places {o fleep, that projecting beams are fixed, into 
its fide, to fitpport a path of planks, for the accommodation of 
foot paflengers ; horfes are {ent by another traét, ‘This path hath 
been lately repaired, out of the favings of charity, bya Mahometan 
mendicant, who had, alfo, in a recefs of the hill, ereéted a fimall 
Building for the refrefhment of travellers. It being one of thefe 
” few aéts of public benefit, within the compafs of my knowledge, 
performed, by this clafs of men, I deem the communication a 
matter of confcience; for, too frequent occafions of reprobating 
them have already offered. 

On the 17th, at Muzzufferabad, ten ike a town flaading on 
the eaflern bank of the Kifhen Gunga,* fall, but populous, and 
the refidence of a chief entitled Sultan Mahmoud, who after divi« 
ding the greateft portion of his territory among the younger bran- 
ches of his family, referved this town, with a diftrict yielding 
about a lack of rupees, for his private maintenance. ; 

On the morning of the 18th, I crofled the river, and joined a 
fhaul kafilah proceeding to Pefhour. <A ferry boat ufed at this 


* The Kifhen Gunga runs here, to the left, with a comfe nearly fouth~well and 
falls, I was informed, into the Jalum, among the mountains, at the head of the Pun. 
jab. I faw many people crofs this river, on an inflated fheep or dog’s fkin, which, fup~ 
porting the head and breaft of the paflenger, is impelled and guided by the motion of 
his legs, 
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place, is frequently, by the violence of the current and a rocky 
fhore, dafhed to pieces; And being now, in this Rate, T paffed 
over, tho’ with much difficulty, a bridge of ropes, about rvo yards 

in length. A ftout rope, faftened to wooden pofts, on cither fhore, 
has attached to it, a certain number of carved pieces of wood in 
the form of oxen yokes, with the foiks placed vertically; and, 
the fides of the yokes being embraced by fmaller ropes, afford a 
hold to the paffengers.— The road fiom the limit of Kafhmire to 
Muzzafferabad tends to the fouth-weft and leads over a country, 
covered with mountains, which are thinly interfected with abrupt 

valleys. 
On the 18th, halted at a mofque, on the weftern fide of Kifhen 

Gunga. 
On the rgth, the kafilah proceeded a cofs inland from the river. 
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ficknefs had fo cacivated A me, that I could not walk a few paces, 





without extreme pain and laffitude. But, my little wants were, 
readily, fupplied by Mohubullah, who procured good provifions, 
cooked them, and was my pipe bearer. ‘ 

On the acth, at Dunnee, three cofles, a fmall village, on the 
eaftern bank of the Nhah, a narrow rapid river, which falls into 
the Kifhen Gunga, The kafilah remained at this place, until the 
inhabitants had conftruéted a bridge, which confifted of two entire 
beams, at the diftance of three fect afunder, with an interflice of 
planks, faftened by cordage, The petfu1mance of this work, a very 
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tedious one, was chiefly expedited by Sultan Mahmoud, in perfon, 
who, though an old man, flewed a perfevering activity with a great 
fhare of good temper. The materials of the bridge, which had 
heen floated fiom fome diftance, having, by the farce of the cur- 
rent, been cairied below the proper ftation, we were detained at 
Dunnce for another fupply of wood, until the 28th, when we 
moved three cofles, and halted in an uninhabited valley. 

‘On the 2th, oh he-fimmig of a mountain, ten coffes, in the 
dittiats of Jiddoon, governed by a Patan chief, Ina fteep part 
of this hill, where the path, from fome rain that had fallen, was 
flippery, my horfe ftumbled; and had not a tree been within 
reach, a branch of which I caught, I muft have been thrown down 
a lofty declivity. This night I experienced fome of thofe incon- 
veniencies to which travellers of my defcription are occafionally 
fubject. My baggage was thoroughly foaked by the rain; and 
water, which had alrtady..fo muth annoyed me, was not to be 
found, tior a ftick of fuel. Thefe embarraffments, which made me 
tefty and ‘much difpofed to quarrel with my neighbours, were at 
length obviated, by the active fervices of Mobubullah, who having 
brought water and fuel from a long diftance, prepaicd a mefs of 
broth from fome mutton in our ftore, which afforded a regale to a 
very hungry party. The Jiddoon road being difficult of accefs, is 
little frequented, and, until the paflage of our kafilah, had never, 
T was informed, been ufed by merchants. The common tract lies 
through the Puckley territory, but the inhabitants of that quaiter, 
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notorious for a fierce and predatory difpofition, had lately com- 
‘mitted fo many robberics on commercial property, that the director 
of our party judged the route too hazardous. 

On the goth, at Manghellee, fix coffes, a {mall town, the re- 
fidence of a Shadee Khan, the chief of Tiddoon. Halted at this 
place for the adjufting the payment of duties, and of an efcort, 
that had accompanied our progrefs through the country, until the 
the 4th of July, when we proceeded to Kotillee, a fort in the pof 
feffion of Meimoun Khan, a brother and vaffal of the chief of Ja- 
noul. Halted on the sth, to compofe a difference of opinion, 
that had arifen among the merchants, refpecting the choice of 
a road, 

On the 6th, at Nheamut or Enayet Serau, eight cofles, a for- 
tified village, ae a pb eled. fituate on the weftern of 
Janoul, ‘the, sencitony,.of <GialSher faheme 
Afghan tribe. “Binet told at the merchants would be detained 
fome days at this place, for the difcharge of cuftoms, and thence 
proceed to the town of Beer, the refidence of Gul Shere, where 
as at many other ftations, a long delay would be occafiqned, I 
propofed to Mohubullah the profecution of our journey by a 
nearer route, He gave a ready aflent to the meafure, affuring me 
alfo, that his knowledge of the country and many of the principal 
people promifed very reafonable fuccefs; but he required, as the 
firt condition, an implicit obedience to all his dire€tions, and a 
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reftraint on that impatience of temper, with which he was forry 
to obferve I was too much actuated. 

On the 7th we left the Sciauce, and conducted by a guide 
through an unfrequented path, we paffed without moleftation the 
Tyrrhone diftriéts, where moft danger was apprehended, and 
halted, during the heat of the day, at a fmall fortified village. 

In the evening, after various alarms, we arrived at the fort 
of Kote, nine cofflé which, with an adjacent diftiict, is held 
by a Nujjeeb Khan. It is to be noticed, that Enayet Serau 
ftands on the weft fide of a break of that great range of moun-~ 
tains, extending along the head of the Punjab, and within which 
I had travelled, with little variation, from the Ganges to that 
place, whence I entered the plain country. . 

On the 8th, at Mourree, five cofles, a fmall village, depend- 
ing on the Harbarry territory, which is governed by a power~ 
full Afghan chief. We had:fetwomt drom: Kiote in. good {pirits, 
enjoying, the idea of being lberatéd fom a’ party obftruéted by 
conftant delays, and the hope of making an expeditious journey, 
through a tract, which was, we now found, expofed to the in. 
curfions of banditti. But thefe pleafing thoughts were wholly 
difpelled by the intelligence of a paffenger, who told us, that 
when he left Kote, a body of horfemen were preparing to fol- 
low and plunder us. Mohubullah immediately refolved to re- 
turn to the fort, where he faid they would be deterred from 
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offering any violence, and having lodged me in a houfe of one 
of the inhabitants, he went to a neighbouring village, the refi- 
dence of a Seid, who had acquired a great influence in that quar- 
ter, and folicited Iris protestion, which he informed me by a mef, 
fenger had becn readily granted. On receiving this favorable in- 
telligence, I went to the Seid to return thanks for this, opportune 
aflittance, and found him ftretched on a bed amidift a grove of 
fhady trees, and furrqunded- with boys, fome fanning him, while 
others were gently 1ubbing his body. Though his manners evi- 
dently difplayed that fupcriority which the fuppofed defcendants of 
Mahomet ufually affume from their lineage and rank, he was not 
wanting in a polite civility; nor did he refufe fome fmall offerings, 
that were prefented to him with much refpect, The authoxity of 
this man was fo implicitly admitted, that we were efcorted in 
fafety by_a, fipgle dome whofe were, libe bded. 
Fear produces ‘in’ the min TONE ef Whoiis’ OF at A cerenit gene- 
rofity and gratitude, and when fkilfully wrought on by the man 
of the world, feldom fails to yield him an ample harveft. It isa 
fevere reflection on humanity, fays Bruyere, that the difpofition 
of man is ever the moft effectually meliorated in the hour of 
calamity. At Mourree we received intelligence, that a Pefhour 
kafilah, had a few hours before departed on its way home, which 
gave us great joy, efpecially to Mohubullah, who now faw the 
near profpect of a conclufion to the perilous tafk he had under- 
“taken. 
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On the morning of the oth, before day light, we left Mourree, 
and after travelling fome hours through a wild and gloomy tract, 
on which the turn.of my mind, threw perhaps, an additional 
fhade, and encountering many. ill-looking fellows, who viewed us 
with a keen eye, we joined’the Pefhour party, where we ex~ 
perienced. from : the Connery ines of Mohubullah, every. token of 
welcome. ' by 


Bunghee, nine cofles, a populous 





40 Taof a fall dif- 
triét, which tease the foptertoop Str ttiiey Shite ihe 
chief, an Afghan, yields-an obedience, conformable to the motions 
of that'prinoe; or. theleading motives of the day ; but, when def- 
titute of other refource, he furnifhes a tribute of about fifty thou- 
fand rupees. 

On the roth, at Bazzar, five cofles, a {mall village, at the dif- 
tance of three quarters of . ale: frany, Hthewellerg thore of the 
river Indus,* which we ctofedabeut fi aewienitly sable iar eotlae: NGVon, 
ofiAttock. The ftream, though not agitated by wind,. was rapid 
with a rough undulating motion, and about three quarters of a 
mile, or a mile in breadth, where it was not interrupted by 
ifands ; «and having, as nearly as I could judge, a weft and by 
fouth’courfe. The water was much difcoloured by a fine black 
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. ™ In the Perfidn language, ufually called the Ab or Water of,Scind, and fometimes 
Neil Ab or Blue Water ; and by the Hindoos Scind and Attock, 
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fand, which, when put into a veffel, quickly fubfided. It was fo 
cold, from (I apprehend,) a large mixture of fhow, then thawed 
by the fammer heats, that in drinking it, my teeth fuffered a vio- 
lent pain. In our boat were embarked feventy perfons, with much 
merchandize and fome horfes, This unweildy lading, the high 
{well of the current, and the confufion of the frightened paflengers 
made the pafflage dangerous and very tedious. 1» Meat 

Tus Indus -fornis a ftrony” barrier to Hindoftan on the weft, 
and it feems a manifeft truth, that had the Indians made their 
grand ftand on the banks of this river, at the period of the Tartar, 
Afghan, and Perfian invafions, their empire might have made a 
powerful refiftance.” Armies at all times have fuftained difficulties 
and damage in crofling the Indus, but the attempt to force its 
paffage muft be arduous and full of danger. sais 
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me through the mountains, part ofthe Punjab, 
at Nheamut Serau ; from which plaee-to Kote, are feen fome 
{cattered hills; but thence, the country is plain and thinly wooded. 
The inhabitants, chiefly Afghans, or as they are called, in India, 
Patans, live in fall forts or walled villages, and entertain fuch mu- 
tual dread and diftyuft of each other, that a fingle traveller is a 
rare object. ‘The depredations of the Sicques, on the Attock and 
adjacent diftriéts, generally fubject this traét of country to much 
defolation, and a failuie of rain, in the preceding year, now gave 
it the appearance of a defert, 










ON 


48 FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


On the rith, at Akorah, a {mall town. At the diftance of fix 
miles from the great river, croficd the Attock, fo called, in thefe 
parts, from its falling in the Indus, in the vicinity of the town 
of that name; but, in foime of the interior parts of Afghanifian, 
itis denominated the Kabul river.* The weather had now become 
extremely hot; and I was often furprized, at my ability to bear, 
with fearcely a fhelter, the force of fo fcorching afun, I ‘arrived 
ats ph vonpomrantai a! spe entering a fpacious 





one of the Mollahs or Priefts, to prepare myfelf for the ceremony, 
I urged in excufe, the debilitated {tate of my body which prevented 
the requifite performance of fo incumbent a duty; looking at 
mie with contempt, he faid, it was the more neceflary to pray, 
that I might obtain better health. At midnight, I perceived a 
perfon endeavouring to take my; turban, from. the bed-clothes, 
and being caught by the arm, he. toldwile ina faultering voice, 
that he was the Mollah of the mofque, and, from his fpeech, I 
bélieve, the man. who had reprehended my neglect of prayer. 
What think you, my friend, of thefe Mahometans, who, if they 
wafh, and, pray at the five ftated times, abftain from wine and the 
fleth of hogs, and utter a ftring of Arabic ejaculations which they do 
not underftand, believe that they have procured the divine licence 


* Its courfe lying within fix miles to the fouth-eaft of that city, 
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.to violate the laws of juftice. This opinion is not formed on the 
‘moment, but has arifen from long experience and the intimate in- 
tercourfe, which my various occupations in India have produced ; 
and is now fo firmly fubftantiated by undeviating teftimony, that 
it fhapes my general fentiments of the Mahometan character. 
When they daringly commit thefe acts on each other, even amidit 
the rites of their.religion, what is to withold their attacks on thofe 
of a different faith? , 

Tuts day a body of Afghan cavalry encamped in the environs 
of Akorah, and overfpread the country like a fwarm of locutfts, 
devouring and deftroying wherever they went. It feemed as if the 
land was invaded, they entered in a violent manner, every vil- 
Jage within their fcope, and fed themfelves and horfes at the 
expenfe of the inhabitants. Such expeditions afford thefe hun» 
gry creatures almoft the only pyblic: means of, fubfiftance ;/:for 
when inaétive, ‘they are often reduéed t8 Nich diftrefs, by the 
blind parfimony of their prince, that their horfes, arms, and 
cloths are fold for a livelihood, 

On the rath, at the village of Peer Pyah, ten coffes, 

On the 13th, at the village of Kalalah, eight cofles, the 
refidence of Mohubullah’s family, where I was treated with 
much hofpitality.. The male inhabitants of this village, 
are all proprietors of mules, and employed in conveying mer- 
chandize, and from the name of their abode, denominated 
Kalals. 
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On the 14th, at Pefhour, four coffes, a large, populous and 
opulent city, governed, with the dependant diftriéts, by an Af- 
ghan officer, who remits to the capital a revenue of feven lacks 
of rupees, The road from the Indus to Pefhour, has nearly a weit 
and by fouth direCtion; and the country to Akora is fandy and 
interfperfed with ftones; from thence to Pefhour, are feen many 
tracts of cultivation. The city of Pefhour was founded by the 
great Achar, -who,.fesing, it is faid, the Afghans averfe from 
dwelling in* towns and the ocenpationa:dfscemmerce, encouraged 
the inhabitants of the Punjab, Mahometans, and Hifidoos, to refort 
to his new fettlement, where their defcendants have greatly multi-~ 
plied., From its well chofen pofition, whichwunites, by a commer- 
cial chain, Perfia.and Afghaniftan with India, Pefhour has becor 
an important mart, and the refidence of wealthy merchants ; « 
cially of the fhaul dealers, many of whom difliking the daner”s 
and tedious route of Kafimire, are here enabled to make thei. 
purchafes atya moderate sadvanee on ‘the afin ats. I found 0 
fmall fociety of Jews at Pefhour, living at their eafe, and in th 
enjoyment of an unreferyed protection. 

Tue heat of Pefhour feemed to me more intenfe, than that of 
any country I have vifited in the upper parts of India. Other 
places may be warm ; hot winds blowing over tracts of fand, may 
drive us under the fhelter of a wetted fkreen; but at Pefhour, the 
atmofphere in the fummer folftice, becomes almoft inflammable. 
Yet it muft be noticed, it favour of its falubrity, even in this 
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torrid ftate, that the people enjoy uncommonly good health, and 
are little fubject to epidemical diforders. The markets are abun~ 
dantly fupplied with provifious of an excellent kind, particularly 
the mutton, which is the fichh of the large tailed fheep, faid to 
have been firft difcovered in South America. Though the city is 
fo much frequented by merchants and travellers, it has no kara- 
vanfera ; and I thought myfelf fortunate in procuring -admittance 
into an old mofque, whete I continued for many days to dif- 
folve in an unremitting ftate of perfpiration, the mention of 
which, leads ‘me to an occurrence, that involved me in great 
perplexity. 

Ar Kafhmire, a part of my property had been converted 
into aebill of five hundred rupees, on Kabul, which was lodged 
in a canvas belt, that ferved me as a girdle 5 on examining the 
condition of the. bill, at: Bol qusyt. found, the, Weitings decmnael 
obliterated by peripiration, that no one could: read, ar even con 
jecture its fubject ; from beginning to end, it had literally a black 
appearance, The apprehenfion of the evident difficultics which 
would attend my want of money, in a country where the moft 
fanguine hope could promife no affiftance, and the neceflity of 
mixing in focieties, void of every good or rational principle, 
occafionally operated in depreffing my fpirits. But the defire 
which had originally impelled the journey, and the zeal which 
had hitherto maintained its purfiit, ut length diffipated thefe 
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gloomy impreflions, and in gay colours, defcribed a various 
{cene of future pleafure. 

Berne informed that a kafilah was immediately proceeding 
to Kabul, I hired a mule, and went to the adjacent village of 
Tackal, the ufual rendezvous of travellers, going to the weitward. 
On my arrival there, I learned, that the great kafilah {till con- 
tinued at Pefhour, and that only fome horfemen confiding in their 
fpeed and: arms; ‘had-moved early in the morning towards Kabul. 
A reflection on the predicament in which I then ftood, the flow 
pace of my mule, which had more the appearancéf an‘afs, and 
the reprefentation of the muleteer, whofe fears prompted innu- 
merable falfities, flackened my ftrong inclination to efcape from 
the heats of Pefhour, and after making a fruitlefs attempt te over- 
take the horfemen, I returned to my lodging in the mofque. 
Sauntering one day in the bazar, the common refort of idle, as 
well as ‘bufy people, I faw a perfon, with whom I had travelled 
from Muzzufferabad to Enayet:Serau.’ We agreed, as our road 
was the fame, to travel together, and in the mean time to fhare 
the fame fare. So cordial is the pleafure refulting from fociety, 
fo naturally do we cling on each other, whether for fupport or 
amufement, that I immediately looked on this man as an approved 
friend, and felt a confidence from the connection, which fet my 
mind at perfect eafe. On enquiry into the finance of my aflociate, 
whofe name was Noor Mahomed, I difcavered, that he poffeffed in 
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cath, one rupee, on which himfelf, a boy and a horfe, were to be 
fubfifted until his arrival at Kabul, a journey of twelve or four- 
teen days; I perceived alfo, that on the expenditure of this fum, 
he would feek an aid from me. Fully apprized of the danger, as 
well as inconveniency of difclofing the amount of my property, I 
gravely told Noor Mahomed, that I had then no more than three 
rupees, which, with his fingle one, fhould be placed in a joint 
fund, and that on it and providence, we muft truft until our ar- 
rival at the capital. The Mahometan, with a countenance bright- 
ening with faith and zeal, exhoited me to be of good cheer; for 
that true believers were never deferted in the hour of need. 

On the 25th of July, accompanying a large kafilah, in which 
a portion of the Kafhmire tribute, invefted in fhauls, was con- 
veyed, we proceeded to the village of Tackal, three coffes, where 
we laid in a provifion for three days journey, the enfuing tract of 
country, for that diftance, being thinly inhabited: “ ~ 

On the 26th, ‘at Timrood, four coffes, a fortified fmall vile 
lage, fituate on the fouth fide of a range of rocky mountains, 
which reflected a fcorching heat on the plain beneath. The inha~ 
bitants of this village, genuine Afghans, have little refpect, though 
refiding fo near Pefhour, for either the perfon of Timur Shah, or 
his government, which was in fome degree evinced during our 
halt. The governor of Kafhmire had fent with our kafilah, for 
the ufe of the prince, four large dogs of Thibet, which were car~ 


ried in litters, and attended with much care, The keepers had 
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led them to drink at a pond, where an Afghan woman was, 
filling her pitcher, but, on {ceing thefe animals, which the Maho- 
metans hold unclean, fhe put it down and by a fhower of ftones 
and abufe drove the whole party from the place, loudly calling at 
the fame time, on the villagers to her affiftance, which fhe little 
necded. The Afghans immediately affembled and compleated the 
route of the dogs and their keepers, beftowing on the Shah, alfo, 
very ¢ontemptuous language, nor were they fuffered to return to 
the pond, until efcorted by the kafilah guard. 

On the 27th, at Dickah, eighteen coffes, a {mall village, ftand- 
ing on the fouthern bank of the Kabul or Attock river, which 
here runs to the right, or eaftward. At the diftance of about two 
miles from Timrood, we entered a narrow defile, which «nterfects 
the chain of mountains, lying to the north of the village. At the 
entiance of the pafs, the Afghans ftopped the kafilah, and, excep- 
ting fome troops of the Shah, levied a fmall contribution on all 
the paffengers ; they receive, alfo, an annudl fum*from the govern- 
ment of Pefhour, for permitting travellers to pafs unmolefted 
through their diftrict. In the firft part of this day’s journey, fraught 
thoughout, with danger and fatigue, the rain which fell in torrents, 
nearly deftroyed my papers, and compleated the obliteration of the 
bill, now deftitute of mark or token; and I judged it as formally 
cancelled, as if a reccipt had been pafled for the amount. ‘Towards 
the clofe of the day, I was entangled, by my own indiferetion, ina 
perilous adventure, the iflue of which, muft be, wholly afcribed 
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to good fortune. When the rain had ceafed, the heat of the fun 
was extreme, and neither fhelter or water was to be procured, 
Anxious to efcape from thefe inconveniencies, for the journey was 
yet long, and the kafilah proceeded at a flow rate, about thirty of 
us, mounted, and the greater part well armed, refolved to leave 
the efcort. Had I derived the ufes which men ufually do from 
experience, and reflected but a little on thofe refulting, efpecially 
in my fituation, from the:fefina lente, I fhould not have joined this 
Quixote detachment, We had advanced about four miles, when 
a {mall body of Afghans, which had iffued from the hills and ftop- 
ped us, peremptorily demanded a fum of moncy, as a toll for 
palling through their ter1itory. Here I feel myfelf fenfibly hum- 
bled, when, as a, faithful narrator, I am obliged to fay, that our 
corps behaved in a moft pufillanimous manner and facrificed with~ 
out fair caufe, the eyident advantage whigh a cammon exertion df 
{pirit would have given. We were about thirty, ftrong, and, to 
the fight, refolute good looking fellows ; all armed, except myéelf, 
with matchlocks or fide arms. On the ensmies approach, our 
leader, a portly man with a large beard and fpreading muftachios, 
mounted on a curvetting fteed, was {truck with a violent terror, 
which was inftantly communicated to the party. The moun- 
taincers failed not to augment the conitemation, and, without ce- 
remony, proceeded to the ufual modes:of plunder: But, fearful 
of the arrival of the kafilah, they were prevented from a total 
capture, Aware of the rifk of this day’s journey, I had concealed 
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my cath in two long and narrow purfes, which, in the manner of 
garters, were tyed round my legs. ‘This arrangement was fortu- 
nate, for the Afghans perceiving my reluctance to difmount, 
knocked me off the mule, and forcibly opened the different parts 
of my drefs; not finding any thing of value, they were procecding 
to treat me with violence, when a Hindoo, of the family of the 
Dewan of Kafhmire, who had known me in that country, inter- 
pofedhis good offices, and propofed a ranfom for my releafement. 
This generous Hindoo, who I liope will andergo no further tranf- 
migration, unlefs he likes it, exerted fo much warmth in my.bghalf 
and fpoke fo urgently to thofe marauders, that one of them gave 
- him a fevere blow on the face. He did not, however defift, but 
by an active perfeverance, fupported by a {mall fum of money, he 
accomplifhed his purpofe, At the clofe of this affair, I had 
mounted my mule and was rejoicing at the cf{cape, when I received 
afmart blow on my back; and turning about, an Afghan, who 
had taken this mode of attracting my notice, told me, with an ex. 
ulting laugh, that our party might now move on, as the kafilah 
was in fight, but directed us, if the fafety of our lives was regar- 
ded, not. to ‘join it until it fhould have pafled the place of a€tion. 
‘This injunction was {peedily obeyed by me and fome others; but 
our doughty commander, feeing the near profpect of relief, began 
to utter many bold words, and fhew a difpofition of recovering 
his property and honor by an affault of the Afghans; who roufed 
at the menace, though the kafilah was clofe at hand, drew their 
daggers 
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daggers and advanced their fhields, daring him to battle and to 
fight for what he had loft. The cautious officer, again, qualified 
his wrath ; but he reprobated them in very fpirited language, and 
denounced a fevere vengeance on fome fitter occafion. In the lat. 
ter part of the journey, an Hindoo, who had gone about a quarter 
of a mile from the party, was plundered of property to the amount 
of *four hundred rupees, by a {mall body of thefe robbers who had 
made a fudden defcent from the hills, and before affiftance could 
be given, fecured the booty. It was with much pleafure, after the’ 
peril and toil of the day, I faw the Kabul river and the {mall vil- 
lage of Dickah, where we halted. The ftage from Timrood to 
Dickah, ufually called the Hyber-pafs, bcing the only one in which 
much danger,is to be apprehended from banditti, the officer of the 
“ efcort gave orders to his party to quit the kafilah, and march early 
on the next morning. This opportunity, at at once offering dafery 
and expedition, was not to “be foregone; y yet, ét, the muleteer was 
with great difficulty perfuuaded to embrace it, and but for the in« 
terference of Noor Mahomed, who was obliged to beat him into 
compliance, I muft have attended the tedious progrefs of the ka- 
filah. Before I quit this ftation it is neceffary to lay before you a 
brief account of the tribe of Afghans, through whofe diflri& we 
had now paffed. ) 

You will naturally be furprized, that a fmall body of people 
refiding near the capital of an extenfive empire, fhould not have 
been reflrained from infefting one of its mort public roads, The 

Vou, I, i lawlefs 


58 FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


lawlefs conduct of this fect of Afghans, who are known in this 
country by the name of Hybers, originates chiefly in the imbe- 
cility of Timur Shah’s government, and his want of military 
fpirit. They are ftrongly aided alfo in the purfuit of a free- 
booting life, by the fituation of their country, which forms a 
chain of rocky mountains, whofe fcanty flips of valley afford 
but the coarfeft provifion for human wants. This rude race of 
men have made fo flow a progrefs in civilization, that the 
greateft part of them, like the ftoried Troglodites of old, dwell 
in caves, or rather in the fiflures of rocks. Though profeffing 
the Mahometan religion, they are little more verfed in it than 
believing Mahomet to be their prophet, that he had four dif- 
tinguifhed friends, and that the Perfians, with the whele fect 
of Ali, are a mifcreant race of infidels, The Hyber dialect is 
founded on the common language of the Afghans, but harfhly 
guttural, and is ill yndes 9 aby, the adjacent tribes, Timur 
Shah, who nfed formerly to pais the winter at Pefhour, which 
is there much milder than at Kabul, never paffed through the 
territory of the Hybers, without their attacking his advanced 
or rear guard. An Armenian, with whom I was acquainted 
in travelling from Moultan towards Kabul, arrived at Pefhour, 
where taking alarm at the perils of the Hyber-pafs, he re- 
turned to Moultan, a journey of three weeks, thence he proceeded 
to Kundahar, a month’s journey, from which place it is a diftance 
of fifteen days to Kabul; making in all, a paflage of nine wecks, 
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which is ufually performed by the Hyber-track in eleven days, 
This faét, at the fame time that it marks the caution and patience 
of an Armenian, explains the dread entertained of the Hybers. 

On the 28th, before day break, having joined the party that 
had efcorted the kafilah, we left Dickah, and, at the diftance of 
feven coffes, halted near the village of Biflouly, to dry our bag- 
gage, which had been expofed all the morning to a heavy rain. 
In moving again, we experienced many obftacles from the ex- 
treme darknefs of the night, and the numerous currents of 
water, which fuddenly produced by the rains, poured from the 
hills with extreme impetuofity; carrying with them ftones of a 
vaft fize, whofe rolling noife rcfembled thunder. It was mid. 
night, “the iky was overcaft with black clouds, and the roaring 
of the torrents heard on all fides, created in my mind a certain 
horror mingled with awe, and I was imvokmtarily led td’ con- 
fider this grand fcene of nature with fentiments of profound 
reverence, - 

On approaching a rivulet, which had been greatly enlarged by 
the rain, our chief difpatched firft, that fhe might not be incom- 
moded by the crowd, one of his favourite women, who, though 
mounted on a ftrong horfe, had no fooner entered the ftream, than 
fhe was {wept away by its force and drowned. This event occa- 
fioned an immediate halt, and very fenfibly afflicted our lcader, 
who threw himfelf on the ground, and loudly lamented the fate of 
his miftrefs. At day break, the body was found on the fhore, co- 
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vered with mud, and after interring it with fuch ceremonies as the 
occafion admitted, ouk& party crofled the ftream, now reduced to a 
{mall fize. ; 

On the 2gth, at Jillalabad,* twelve coffes, formerly a town of 
great note, and though now much decayed, {till {upporting a mo- 
derate traffic. It has a public market, and the adjacent diftrict 
produces a coarfe fugar. Yefterday the country was open and 
fertile; to day the road led over a barren tract, interfperfed with 
hills. 

On the 3oth, at the village of Balabaugh, eight coffes. 

On the 31ft, at the village of Gundamouck, ten cofles; about 
three miles to the eaftward of Gundamouck, croffed a fmall ford 
able river,} running to the fouthward or right, over which are 
the remains of a bridge built of bricks. The air, hitherto hot, 
had affumed at this place a fudden coldnefs; not effected by any 
change of weather, but agregably to the obfervation of travellers, 
peculiar to the climate of this part of the country. The fhortnef& 
of our ftay would not permit an inquiry into the caufe of this 
quick tranfition, nor could any of my affociates, though ufed to 
the road, give a reafonable account of it, Paflengers, I believe, 
throughout Afia, make journies merely from motives of profit or 
conveniency, fometimes of religion. A defire of knowledge, or 


* The Attock river runs about two miles to the northward of the town, 
+ Limagine it falls into the Attock river at fome fhort diftance, 
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even pleafure; rarely carries them abroad; and they move from. 
one ftage to another, without deviating an unneceffary footftep. 
Yet they are minutely {killed in the rates of provifions at all the 
markets, and whether the place is a hot or a cold one, farther 
they know not, nor do they ever afk, Near the village of Gun- 
damouck is feen a white ftone, faid to refemble the head of an 
elephant, and I believe, that which the Perfians term the Sung 
Suffede.* The air, in this quarter, muft have been ftrongly im- 
pregnated with nitrous particles, for all the expofed parts of my 
body became covered with a white fealy fubftance, of a faline tafte, 
which in a fhort time excoriated the outer fkin. 

On the 1ft of Auguit, at Baracow, a fandy uninhabited valley, 
ten eoflés, The officer of the efcort, proceeding this day to Kabul 
with thofe that were well mounted, our party was reduced to a 
fmall number, We remained, during the.noem heat? at Jitegid 
Ali, where I think there is only ope houfe, which ftands under 
the fhade of a few trees, and where it is faid, the wind con- 
tinues to blow with violence during the whole year. Its force 
did not abate during our ftay, and if fuch is its ufual rate, 
ffolus, had he lived in our day, would at leaft have chofen 
Juggid Ali for one of his country feats. Noor Mahomed, 
whom I fuppofe you have loft fight of, believing that my 
money was now expended, or that I would not advance more, 


* Signifying in the Perfic a white ftone, 
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had for fome time treated me with neglect, almoft infult, and 
in defpite of his former aflurance, that zealous Mahometans 
were never abandoned, we fhould have felt extreme diftrefs, had 
he not borrowed a little cath from a horfe dealer, and I from 
the private fund. 

On ‘the 2d of Auguft we commenced our journey, that 
day a long one, at three o'clock in the morning, and in afcend~ 
ing a high fteep hill, which forms one fide of the valley of 
Baracow, the tackle of my mule broke; when J, the animal 
and baggage, rolled rapidly to the bottom. In my way down, I 
roared out with vehemence for affiftance, but every perfon being 
engaged in more interefting bufinefs, no notice was taken of 
my clamours. My fituation would have been very conrfortlefs, 
had I not perceived Noor Mahomed paffing clofe by me, whofe 
help I carneftly intreated. After a long hefitation, and a hearty 
curfe which I bore with patignce, he confented to ftay, and having 
affifted in colleéting my - 
mule’s tackle, we proceeded together. During a {mart debate, in 


cred garments, and repairing the 


which his illiberal conduct and my ill luck were keenly reprobated, 
it was found that we had ftrayed from the path. But the effects 
ofa mutual fear, foon abforbed the late grievance, and united 
our exertions in difcovering the right path, which was found after 

much groping. 
Crossine a range of rocky ‘hills, which extends with little 
interventiog’ of valley for the {pace of about eight miles, we entered 
a wide 
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a wide plain well watered and inteifperfed with walled villages, 
The Kabul river runs thiough this plain, over which, at the dif 
tance of four or five miles to the fouthward of the city, is a bridge * 
built of bricks. On our approach to the capital, an active 
{cene of perfonal decoration took place, yet in a fafhion very dif. 
ferent from that of the beaus of Europe. Inftead of poldering 
and curling the hair of the head, a Mahometan is there clofe fhorn, 
and fo far from thinking that beauty is imparted by a fmooth 
chin, he meafures the comelinefs of his countenance, even the 
extent of honour, by the length and breadth of his beard. It is 
no uncommon oath in this country to {wear by the beard; and to 
call a man dud reifh, or bad beard, is held a bitter reproach, but 
petit majitres are not wanting among the Mahometans, efpecially 
‘in the exhibition of the beard; and though they do not apply to 
it marechale powder or pomade divine, it is clipped into, fome fa- 
vourite fhape with much nicety, and fhould the natural hue be 
not Jiked, it is {tained with a fhining black colour,} which lafts a 
long time. Imagining from the behaviour of Noor Mahomed, 
that I fhould not fee him again, and wifhing to make a final trial 
of his difpofition, I defired him to fix fome period for the pay- 
ment of his debt, which a fair and very fhort account fated at 


* Called Byramy, 

+ The Perfians, Afghans, and moft of the natural Turks, encourage the growth 
of the beard ; while the Indian Mohometans, Patans excepted, oidinarily fhave it, 

‘E This dye 1s compofed of Indigo, and the leaves of the Iyvony Qiu, 
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five fhillings. He obferved with much indifference, that the road 
was an improper place for the adjuftment of accounts, and that he 
would take fome future occafion for the purpofe. 

In the evening I arrived at Kabul, fifteen coffes, the capital of 
the Afghan empire; and, after along fearch, found a Georgian, 
for whom I had brought a letter of introduction, from his coun- 
tryman at Kafhmire; having read the letter, he made me an offer 
of half his appartment, and fuch affiftance as a ftranger might 
need. This acceptable tender was embraced with little circum- 
locution, and I was immediately received into a mefs, which 
then confifted of Bagdafir the Georgian, and the Armenian 
whom I mentioned to havé made the circuitous route from Pe- 
fhour to Kabul. My hoft refided in a karavanfera, once paid by 
foreign traders, and had pafled twenty years of his life at Kabul. 
My firft care was to difclofe to him the injured ftate of my 
bill; at which he fhook his head, obferving, that as no letter 
in it feemed legible, it was ft to be expeéted men would come 
forward in a bufinefs, that would in any fhape, take money 
from them. The Merchants of Kabul, he faid, differed much 
in their mode of dealing, from thofe of India, and with diffi- 
culty, were bronght to difcharge payments demanded on the 
cleareft authority, much lefs on a plea fo equivocal as that of 
mine. The truth of this reafoning was on the next day fully 
proved, for not a merchant of the city, and all were applied to, 
would evenattempt to decypher the paper, when he underftood it 

contained 
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contained an order of payment. This event fenfibly affected 
my future progrefs, and I feared would detain me at Kabul 
until clearer credentials were obtained. Another occurrence be- 
fell me at this time, of a much more trivial nature; but as it 
ferves to pourtray perhaps a national character, may deferve a 
notice. : 

Tuer muleteer, who had accompanied me from Pefhour, 
charged me with having given him a counterfeit rupee on the 
road, and now required its exchange. He had before made 
known to me his fufpicion of this piece of money, which one 
of the paflengers had given him, and had folicited my inter- 
ference for redrefs. When I recounted this fact, reprobating alfo 
the fhamelefs fraudulency of the attempt, the boy, for he was 
not more than fixteen years of age, daringly told me to fpare 
my words and. pay;the money, or he ,would, prefer a, double 
complaint againft me, and make oath to the kazzi, that none 
of the mulc-hire had been paid; though himfelf had witneffed the 
advance of half the hire at Pefhour. His youthful appearance, 
and fo intrepid a declaration, united in ftriking me with horror, 
and I inftantly put my hand to my purfe to prevent his purpofe, 
when Bagdafir, who had heard our difcourfe, infifted that no 
money fhould be paid without an order from the judge. They 
went to that officer’s court, where the muleteer, without a wince, 
made oath to the truth of his demand, which was foithwith paid 
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by Bagdafir, who returned croffing himfelf, and congratulated my 
ealy efcape from the clutches of a yqung incarnate devil 

By fleeping in the open air I imagine, and on nitrous ‘ground, 
a fever, accompanied with an ague, feized me a few days after 
my arrival at Kabul, the effects of which were fingularly violent, 
The fever, during its continuance, caufed a delirious {tupefaction, 
and created an infatiable thirft, which frequently relieving by 
draughts of extremely cold water, it feemed at once to guth from 
every pore, and drenched me in profufe perfpiration. When the 
fit of ague commenced, my bed-cloths, with thofe of Bagdafir, 
and all the horfe-covering that could be procured, were heaped on 
me, but to little purpofe ; for I lay in the ftate of the damned, if 
fuch cin be formed by human idea, until the paroxyfm had 
wreaked its vengeance. My body was filled with {pots of a very 
bright colour, fhaded between purple and crimfon, which I fhould 
have beheld with pleafure, thinking that fuch.eruption would 
diminith the difeafe,-had not: an: Avmeniat -pronouneed them a 
‘fymptom of the plague. This - opinion gave a common alarm 3 
and though no alteration appeared in the conduct of Bagdafir, it 
operated ftrongly on the fears of my neighbours, and they were 
difpofed to exclude me from their quarter, when I confidently 
afferted that the fever of the plague always produced its crifis in 
three days. Seeing that I had endured feven, and preferved a brifk 
flow of fpirits, their apprehenfion was much allayed, and the 
{cheme of Banifhment fet afide. 


Enpra-~ 


FORSTER'’S TRAVELS. 67 


ENDEAVOURING one day to look through the tube of my to- 
“pacco-pipe with my right eye, the left being clofed, I perceived it 
to be wholly without fight. This was a mortifying cvent, and 
that my ills might be more grievous, I was afflicted with a {pitting 
‘of blood. Bagdafir now called in a doctor of phyfic, who after 
pronouncing me in a deplorable ftatc, and that little fhort of a 
miracle could fave me, undertook the cure, through the medium 
of fome medicine only known, he faid, to himfelf, and which had 
never failed of fuccefs. Entertaining from the difcourfe of my 
phyfician, but a flender opinion of his ability, I uled, under dif- 
ferent pretences, to fend Bagdafir out of the room, and difpofed 
of the medicine where no injury could be done. The diforder 
_having* directed its full force againft me for the fpace of twenty 
days, began, as if -wearied with the exertion, to abate, and ina 
fhort time it wholly ceafed, but my frame was do shattened-and-ty 
nerves fo much relaxed, that I could f{catcely crawl about, and the 
leaft noife produced a violent tremor. In the courfe of my illnefs 
I was vifited by many of the Armenians, and one of them, a zea- 
lous devotee, defired me to fwallow fome fimall rolls of paper, on 
which were written certain myfterious words, infallible, he faid, in 
their effects, upon the bodies of pious chriftians. 
I expressed my thanks to this dealer in {pells, and readily 
agreed to take his dofe, fhould Bagdafir who was my abfolute di- 
rector, give affent. On an invefligation into their virtue, he per~ 


mitted me, though with reluétance, for he abhorred the Armenian 
I 2 fect, 
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fect, to eat them, at the fame time exprefsing {trong doubts of their 
efficacy. But whether from not being a member of the orthodox 
faith, as the Armenian urged, or according to the Georgian, from 
the heretical preparation of the charm, I received no benefit, in- 
deed I grew daily worfe, as the ficknefs was then in its progreffive 
ftage. 

OBSERVING on my arrival at Kabul, a common toleration of 
religion; that Chriftians, Hindoos and Jews, openly profeffed 
their creed, and purfued their occupations without moleftation ; 
and aware alfo that the Mahometan character would deprive me 
of the advantage of Bagdafir’s connection, I had informed him 
that I was a native of Europe, returning from India into my 
own country, At firft I defigned to take the name of a french- 
man, but the wandering temper of that people, who ftiay into 
every corner of the earth, made me fear detection ; and had I been 
hardy eriough to become an Englifhman, one of thofe wha have 
abforbed the Mahometan’ power in India, and in this country have 
obtained a fuperior military reputation, I fhould peshaps at this 
day, have been a bombadier in the corps of Timur Shah’s artillery, 
To avoid thefe rifques, I denominated myfelf a Spaniard. 

Ir was with much fatisfaction I faw the road from Kabul to 
Perfia open, and a fair profpect of performing the journey into 
Europe, by the route which I had originally propofed. Two Ar- 
menian travellers, who had gone by fea from Aftracan to Ure 
Gunje, a Tartar ftation on one of the rivers at the head of the 
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Cafpian, and thence to Kabul, by the road of Bochara and Balk, 
were earneft in perfuading me to purfue their tract as the fhorteft 
and moft free from danger. Yet in this Scheme were fome effen- 
tial defects. The Perfian language, on which was founded my 
chief fupport, would in this route render me little ufe, I learned 
alfo that the winter of Bochara was fevere and long, that the Ure 
Gunje river, continued frozen until the month of March, and that 
no Ruffian veflel came there before May; though a journey from 
Kabul to the northern fhore of the Cafpian, by the way of Tar- 
tary, might be performed in two months and a half, yet by 
winding at Bochara, and the eventual delays of procuring a 
paflage by fea, it did not feem probable that I fhould reach 
Aftracan before the enfuing June. This reafon, with the dit 
Tike of viliting a country now barren of events or of any grand 
object of curiofityy. determined, me to, enter, Pesfia,,.swheue a 
knowledge of the language would .affitt in Stade refearch, 
as well as combat with more probable fuccefs, the difficulties 





incident to my fituation. 
Having too fully, I fear, expatiated on perfonal concerns, I 


will now purfue the more ufeful tendency of this letter, and 
inform you that Kabul, the refidence of Timur Shah and the 
capital of his dominion, is a walled city of about a mile and 
a half in circumference, and fituated on the eaftern fide of a 
range of two united hills, defcribing generally the figure of a 


femicircle. The fortification, which is of a fimple conftruétion, 
wit by 
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‘with f{carcely a ditch, and the houfes built of rough ftones, 
clay, and unburned bricks, exhibit a mean appearance, and are 
“ill faited to the grandeur which I expected to fee in the capital 
of a great empire. But the Afghans are a rude unlettered 
people, and their chiefs have little propenfity to the refinements 
of life, which indeed their country is ill qualified to gratify. 

From the Indus to the weftern limit of this extenfive ter- 
ritoryy there “is xan: anvariable deficiency of wood; infomuch, 
that the lower clafs of péople in the'northern quarter, fuffer 
as much, perhaps from a want of fuel in the winter feafon, as 
thofe of other countrics would do from a fcarcity of pro- 
vifions. 

* Batav Sir, the name of the Shah’s palace, wheresalfo the 
houfhold fervants, guards, and the flaves are lodged, ftands on 
a rifing ground in the eaftern quarter of the city, and exhibits 
but a flender teftimony of the dignity of its matter. Having no- 
ticed what has not been “done to decorate Kabtil, I muft not omit 
to mention the works of Ali Murdan Khan, This omrah, who 
held an eminent ftation in the fervice of Jehanguir, ercéled, 
nearly in the centre of the city, four fpacious bazaars, or 
market places in a line, which confift of a range of apartments 
on each fide of two floors, the lower appropriated to merchants, 
and that above to private ufe. The intermediate {pace between 
the ranges, is covered by an arched roof, and cach bazaar is 
feparated by an open fquare, which was fupplied with forn- 

tains, 
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tains, but now choaked with filth or occupied by the meaneft order 
of mechanics. Ali Murdan has left behind him many monuments 
of liberality and talte ; the grandeft, though now in ruins, is feen 
in the vicinity of Dehli, and difplays at once a defign, ufeful and 
magnificent. 

Durine the fplendid zra of Dehli, when it covered accord- 
ing to popular tradition, a fpace of twenty rniles, the inhabi- 
tants who refided at a diftance from the Jumna, which fkirted 
only one of its angles, experienced much difficulty in procuring 
river water, that of the wells not being efteemed fo falubrious. 
Ali Mardan, defirous of relieving this common grievance, furveyed 
the land to the weftward, and faw that a fluice, opened from the 
Jumna, where that river approaches Karnal, would from the de- - 
clivity of the ground, introduce water into the back part of the 
city and conduct it through all-the quarters: : Phe -defignowat pit’ 
in execution, and to reward his faccefs and preferve the work in 
good condition, Ali Murdan was vefted with the privilege of levy- 
ing a certain tax, on thofe houfes which enjoyed the ufes of the 
canal. Water was conveyed by this branch of the Jumna, form- 
ing a diftance of mote than one hundred miles and afford- 
ed a commodious fupply to all the inhabitants; nor, did the 
canal fall into decay, until the period of the Perfian and Afghan, 
invafions. Ali Murdan, who in his tafte and difpofition would 
not have difgraced the Roman Lucullus, beftowed on the public 
numerous edifices and gardens ; one of which thickly fhaded with 

cyprefs 
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cyprefs trees, ftands in the environs of Pefhour, and another at 
Nimlah, a {mall village lying about eighty miles to the fouth-eaft 
of Kabul, on the Pefhour 1oad. 

A resprer for the mgmory of this omrah has, perhaps led 
me into too wide a deviation from which I will now 1eturn, and 
inform you that the diftriéts of Kabul abound in excellent provi- 
fions, and that its market is arranged in a neater manner and more 
like that of an European town, than any I have feen in Afia. The 
fruits are of a good kind and in great plenty, as apples, pears, 
peaches, pomegranates and a variety of grapes. 

Tus quarter of Afghaniftan, poffefling but few Indian produc~ 
tions, receive fugars and cotton cloths, chiefly from Pefhour, whi- 
ther it fends iron, leather and tobacco, To Kandahar it exports 
iron, leather and lamp oil, whence there turns are made in fun- 
dry manufactures of Perfia and Europe, with a large fupply of 
melons of an excellent fort, The Tartars of Bochara, bring to 
Kabul the horfes of Turkiftan, furs.and hides, the latter.refembling 
thofe in Europe, called Bulgar, the amount of which is applied 
to the purchafe of Indigo, and other commodities of India. 

Tue adjacent parts of Ufbeck Tartary of which Balk* is the 
capital, hold a {pecies of dependency on Timur Shah and maintain 
a common intercourfe with Kabul. I have feen the great bazaar, 
crowded with Ufbecks, who have the fame caft of features as the 


This city is about two hundied miles to the north-weft of Kabul. 
Chinefe 
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Chinefe and Malays, but more harfh. Among the foreign na« 
tions who frequent this city, the Hindoos, chiefly of Pefhour, 
contribute more than any other to enrich it, by a fuperior in. 
duftry and knowledge of commerce; and they enjoy under the 
Afghan government, a liberty and protection, little fhort of that 
experienced by the inhabitants of our Indian poffeffions. The 
benefits derived by a ftate from the refidence of any clafs of people, 
ufually enfure to them a fecurity of perfon and property ; but the 
Hindoos of Kabul are indebted, I believe, for {pecial indulgence to 
one of their own fect, who controuls the revenues of the Shah, 
and ftands high in favour. The environs of Kabul are, chiefly 
occupied by garden grounds, and watered by numerous ftreams:; 
the largeft running through the city, over which is a {mall brides, 
“affords a plentiful fupply of falubrious water. 

Kasur as has been before noticed, ftands near the foot of two 
conjoined hills, whofe length has nearly an eaft and weft direction, 
Towards the bafe of the eaflern ftands, on a flat projection, a for- 
tified palace, which was formerly the habitation of the governors 
of the city; but it has been converted by Timur Shah into a 
ftate prifon, where the brothers of this prince and other branches 
of his family are kept in confinement. Above this building is 
feen a fmall tower on a peak, whence the ground rifes to a 
confiderable height, and is united by a neck of lower land to the 


Called I have finee been informed the Poo! Miftan. 
Vor. H, K other 
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other hill, From the peak, a ftone wall extends over the fummits 
of the two hills, and is terminated at the bottom of the wefter- 
moft. by an ordinary redoubt. 

Tue Afghans are the indigenous poffeffors of a tract of coun 
try, which ftretches from the mountains of Tartary to certain 
parts of the gulf of Cambay and Perfia; and from the Indus 
to the confines of Perfia. The inhabitants of this wide domain, 
have no written, character and {peak a language peculiar to them- 
felves. They are a robuft, hardy race oft men, and being gene~ 
rally addicted to a ftate of predatory warfare, their. manners 
largely partake of,a barbarous infolence, and they avow a fixed: 
contempt for the occupations of civil life. Though in fome of our 
hiftories of Afia, the natives of Afghaniftan are denominated Tar~ 
tars, I am prompted to fay, that they bear no refemblance to thofe" 
people, either in their perfons, manners, or language. 

CERTAIN territories of Afghaniftan, were conqueted in the 
ninth century by the khans of Bochara, of the Samani race; and 
annexed to the Tartar principality of Khorafan, from whence 
a fubordinate chief was deputed to govern at Guizni, But it does. 
not appear that the northern quarter of the country was {ubdued 
until the reign of Mahmoud,* the fecond prince of the Giznavi 
dynafty, who compleated the conqueft of Afghaniftan. No fub- 
ftantial tradition of the Afghans or the ftate of their country is 


* He icigned in the eleventh century 
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found on record, until the year of the chriftian era, 997, when 
Sabuétagi, a Tartar officer, in the fervice of the chief of Kho- 
rafan, who was fubject at that period to Munfur at Samani,* 
the great khan of Bochara, having at his matter’s death, fuc- 
ceeeded to the territory, renounced the Tartar vaflalage, and ex~ 
tending his conquefts to Afghaniftan, made Ghigni the capital 
of his empire. 

Tus Ghiznavi dominion, which involved a large portion of 
Petfia and Hindoftan, acquired chiefly by the arms of Mahmoud, 
the fon of Sabuctagi, flourifhed for the {pace ‘Of two hundred 
and feven years, when it was wrefted from Kutfro, the latt of 
the race of Sabuétagi, by the Afghan Mohomed Ghori- This 
_prince bequeathed to Eldoze, a favorite flave, his pofleffions welt 
of the Indus, which were quickly ovérrun by"a Perfian prince of 
Kharifm, whofe figeeick ‘nade pa csnfpeltants iy 
before the victorious fword of Zinzis.t 

From the period of that revolution, till the invafion of Timur 
Beg, the hiftory of the Afghans is immerfed in general obfcurity ; 
and little fatisfa€tory knowledge of their government has been com- 
municated to us, except by Ferifhta, who fays that in the ycar 
1251, Mahmoud, a Patan, king of Dehli, drove the Moghul Tar- 


* The fifth prince of that dynafty. 

+ So called from Ghor a difti& or principal town, in the not{hern town in the 
northern part of Afghaniftan, 

{ This event happened about the year 1242. 
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tars from Ghizni, and annexed it to the empire of Hindoftan. TJé 
is probable, that it continued fubject to the dominion of Delhi, 
until the expedition of Timut’s into India, when the northern 
quarter of Afghaniftan became a Tartar province. 

As the great empire.of Tartary fell into rapid decay on the 
death of Timur, and no relation being given of the fubfequent 
exiftence of a Tartar government in Afghaniftan, we may infer 
that it was. ruled by its national chiefs until the year 1506, at 
which period, Baber, previoufly to his conqueft of Hindoftan, feized 
on Kabul and Ghizni, which occafionally with Kandahar, were 
held by his pofterity for the {pace of two hundred and thirty one 
years, when Nadir Shah annexed them to the dominion of Perfia. 

In arranging thofe heads of Afghan hiftory, it may not>be fu-_ 
perfluous to note, that Mahmoud Ghori, bequeathed his territory 
eaft of the Indus to a flave, whom he had adopted, named Kultub 
UL Dein, the firft Afghan or,Patan* king ef Dehli, from whom’ 
a fucceflion of princes ofirthéfame, natibn,- ediitinued: to reign; for 
near three hundred years, and ended in Ibraham, of the houfe off 
Lodi; who was flain in battle by Baber. The materials of this 
fketch, which are taken from Shirrifud Dein’s memoiis of Timur, 
Dowe’s Hiftory of Hindoftan, and private defultory remarks, wilk 
not, I fear, communicate much ufeful information. For the want 


* The race of: Afghans are commonly known in India by the name of Patans, the 
meaning or suinelees of which defignation does not feem to be afcertained. 
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indeed of any native record, and the fuperficial manner in which 
the fubject has been treated by foreign writers, little fubftantial 
matter can now exift for the conftruction of the hiftory of the 
Afghans, Yet the lofs is the more eafily confoled, when it is 
confidered, that little inftruction or pleafure can arife to the mind, 
from reviewing the aétions of a race of men enveloped in favage 
ignorance, and ftigmatifed even by the fierce 'Tartars for their 
cruelty and rapine. 

Tur Afghans received the religion of Mahomet from their 
Tartar conquerors, and like them profeffing the Sooni creed, are 
avowed enemies to the Schias, or the Seétaries of Ali. Though 
many of the tribes muft have been converted at the period of the 
Ghizni .dynafty, it is feen that Timur encountered a fierce body of 
‘this nation, whom he denominated infidels, At this day, the Afghans 
are efteemed the lealt egrreét of the Malometans in religintts obfer- 
vances ; and few of them are converfant in foreign letters. Their 
common drefs confifts of a fhirt, which falls over the upper part of 
long and narrow trowfers; a woollen veft, fitted clofely to the body, 
and reaching to the mid-leg, and a high turned up cap, of broad 
cloth or cotton, ufually of one colour, and of a conic form; with 
two {mall parallel flits in the upper edge of its facing. Bread of 
wheat and barley, milk, butter and cheefe, compofe the common diet 
of the Afghans; they alfo, in the winter feafon and on a journey, 
make frequent ufe of a food called croat, which is dyrdled milk 
formed into {mall balls, hardened either by the heat of the fun or 

fire; 
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fire; this, when diffolved in warm water and mixed with bread, be- 
comes equally favoury and nourifhing. Their butter and cheefe, 
are invariably made of the milk of fheep, which in this country, is 
faid to be better adapted té the purpofe than that of Kine. The 
cheefe I thought of a good quality, though this opinion might have 
arifen from my long ufage to a courfe of flender dict. 

Tux cuftoms of the Afghans, agreeably to the curfory obfer- 
vations I made, feem in all the gréater lines, fimilar to thofe of 
other Mahometan nations; with that difference which neceflarily 
arifes from climate, and from the difpofition of a rude and polite 
people. Their women are concealed, though not in a very rigid 
manner; nor are they fo much devoted to the pleafures of the 
haram, as the Indians, Perfians, or Turks, They avow ar abhor=_ 
rence of that unnatural paffion to which many of the Mahometan 
fects are adiéted; and the perpetrators are punifhed with feverity. 

THE government of the Afghans, nauft ever receive a weighty’ 
“ bjas from the genius oftheif rvler, =f alos Repiied.2 ReuithBrity he 
may poffefs. But when not conftrained, as in the prefent reign, 

by fome extraordinary power or capacity of the prince, they dif 
perfe into focieties, and are guided by the ruder principles of a 
feudal conftitution, Conformably to this fyftem, the different: 
chieftains ufually refide in fortified villages, where they exercife an 
acknowledged, though a moderate {way over their vaflals, and yield 
a carelefs ghedience to the orders of government. Rarely any 


appeal is made to the head of the ftate, except in cafes which may 
involve 


FORSTER’S TRAVELS. "5 


involve a common danger; when I have feen the authority of the 
Shah interpofed with fuccefs. 

Tus land-holders are afleffed, according to their capacity, in 
a ftipulated fum, which is paid into the public treafury ; but as it 
is known that the demand of a large tax would be refifted, the go- 
vernment is temperate and lenient in its treatment of the native 
Afghan fubjects. 1g 

Tue armies of the empire are compofed of a diverfity of na- 
tions; but the beft troops are drawn from the Afghan diftricts 5 
each of which, on the event of fervice, furnifh a ftated quota at 
a low rate, and look for a greater reward in chance of war. The 
cities and towns are chiefly inhabited by Hindoos and Mahometans 
of the Punjab, who were eftablifhed by the former princes of Hin- 
doftan, to introduce commerce and civilization into their weftern 
provinces; many: families. of . Tartar and Perfan extraction are 
alfo -difperfed through different parts of Afehaniftan. The latter 
are denominated Parfewauns, the other Moguls ;* but they have 
both .adopted the ufe of the Perfian language; and it may not be 
fuperfluous to obferve, that the Tartar + conquerors of India, a 
defoendanti of whom ftill fits on thc throne ot Dehli, made the 
Perfian character and language the common medium ot record and 


* The traders in horfes and fruits, who make annual journies into India, are chiefly 
of this joint clafs 4 

+ The Vurkith is the vernacolar language of that region of Tar tavy, which gave 
birth to the race of Timus, 
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correfpondence, throughout their dominion ; an ufage at this day 
preferved in all the Mahometan ftates of Hindoftan. 

To throw fome light on the modern hiftory of Afghaniftan, it 
is neceflary to defcribe fome events which were produced in 
that quarter and in Perfia, previoufly to the invafion of Nadir 
Shah. ; 

Axsour the year 1720, an army of Afghans, commanded by 
Mahmud, the fon of Meervais, a chieftain of Kandahar, invaded 
Perfia, and after a feries of fucceffes, he became pofleffed of Ifpa- 
han, the fultan Huffeyn with all his fons, except Thamas Mirza, 
who made his efcape, were made prifoners. Mahmud held pof- 
jeffion of the capital and the fouthern provinces until his death, 
when the fucceflion devolved on Afhruff, an Afghan of the fame 
tribe, who in the year 1730, continued to exercife a foverecig” 
power in the interior parts of the country. About this period, 
Thamas Mirza, who had fled from the Afghan ayms, raifed a body 
of military adherents, and ultimately aided by ‘the prowefs of 
Nadir his principle officer, made a vigorous attack upon the Af- 
ghan wfurper; Athruff maintained fome obftinate conflidts with 
the Perfian army, which was wholly commanded by Nadir, the 
moft intrepid and fuccefsful foldier of the eaft; but he was com- 
pelled to yield to the fuperior genius of his enemy, and in retiring 
towards Kandahar with not more than a hundred men, he was at- 
tacked by a 1 party of his marauding countrymen, and cut off after 
a defperate defence, 

A Pow- 
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A powerrut fect of Afghans, denominated Abdali, encou- 
raged by the diftratted ftate of Perfia, had feized on Herat,* a large 
fortified city in Khorafan, and were preparing to reduce the pro- 
vince, when they were encountered by Nadir, who totally routed 
their ariny ; fifteen thoufand, it is faid, being killed and wounded, 
and five thoufand made prifoners. Having recovered the territo- 
ries, which the Turks and Ruffians had difmembered from Perfia 
during the weak reign of Huffeyn, and expelled the Afghans, 
Nadir Shah depofed Thamas, and entering Afghaniftan in the 
year 1737 with a large army, laid fiege to the ftrong fortrefs of 
Kandahar, which was at that time held by Hufleyn Khan, an in- 
dependant Afghan chief. The exertions of this officer, aided by 
the natural advantages of his fituation, detained the Perfian in 
the vicinity of Kandahar, for the {pace of eightecn months. “At 
the furrender of the fortrefs and other adjacent ftrong holds, Nadir 
made fo temperate a ufe of his victory, that about four thoufand 
Afghans, commanded by two of the officers of Huffeyn, were in- 
duced to join his army; and it is mentioned that thefe troops, 
during the Indian expedition, rendered him effential fervice. 

In the annals of that period, ¥ have made diligent fearch for 
the name of Abdali Ahmed Khan, the founder of the modern ein- 
pire of Afghaniftan ; but I have not been able to procure any ac- 


curate information of his origin or military progrefs, until he 


® Suppofed to be Aria of the ancisnts, 
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ftarted forth with fo brilliant a fuccefs at the death of Nadir Shah, 
' That he was an Afghan there is no doubt, as the fact is fully 
proved in the perfon of his fon Timur Shah; yet from Dowe’s 
hiftory, he has been brought into our notice by the name of the 
Perfian Abdalli; by various records and oral tradition of the life 
of Nadir Shah, it is feen that he maintained a party of Afghans, 
in his fervice, and having received in the latter period of his reign, 
a general teftimony of the difaffection and meditated treachery of 
his Perfian officers, he refolved to reduce them to obedience, or 
cut them off by the affiftance of his foreign Troops; among whom, 
the Afghans, then, commanded by Ahmed Khan, were diftin« 
guifhed by pre-eminent marks of favor. 

Tue affaflination of Nadir, was immediately followed by g 
furious attack on the Afghan troops, confifting of four or five 
thoufand men; but their intrepid chief, though affailed by the 
whole Perfian army, effected a fafe retreat into his own country, 
where, feizing on a large treafure which the governor. of Kabul, 
not yet apprized of the fate of Nadir, had difpatched to the Per. 
fian camp, and raifing a numerous force, he was acknowledged 
the fovercign of the Afghan territories, by the title of Ahmed 
Shah.. After eftablifhing his authority at home, he penetrated 
into the northern quarters of India, which felt the force of his 
arm, and loyg groaned under the Afghan defolation. 

Aumep Suan having run through a long and arduous mili- 
tary carreer, and acquired even the character of a temperate and 
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jutt prince, died in the year 1773, in the vicinity of the new city of 
Kandahar,* which he had defigned to be the capital of Afghaniftan. 
This prince was fucceeded by his fon Timur, who keeps his court in 
the city of Kabul; to preferve the foreign poffeffions of his father, 
he made in the firft part of his reign, fome defultory expeditions 
into India; but on the iffue of an unfuccefsful campaign with the 
Sicques, he was compelled to relinquifh the whole of the Punjab 
territory. At this day he retains, on the eaft fide of the Indus, 
the principality of Kafhmire, the diftrict of Attock, with fome 
feattered divifions of Moultan, including the city and the territory 
of Scind. Yet Timur Shah derives but few real advantages from 
his Indian domain. Scind at the period of my journey, was ina 
wlegree’ difmembered from his empire ; no revenue had been remit- 
ted to Kabul for the {pace of two years, or any meafure adopted 
to enforce obedience. And the governor of Moultan, confiding — 
on his remote diftance from the empire and the inactive difpofition, 
of the prince, fhews only that attention to the orders of govern- 
ment, which is moft accordant with his purpofes, From this out- 
line you will perceive, that the Afghan dominion in India, does 
not ftand on a flourifhing ground; that under the anfpiccs of 
Timur, few marks of its extenfion are evinced; or that it im- 
parts any leading influence in the affairs of Hindoftan. 
* Nadir Shah deftroyed the old fortrefs of Kandahar, which re on the top ofa 
high rocky hill, and founded on a contiguous plain, a city entitled Nadirabad; it was 


completed by Ahmed Shah, and is now only known by the name of Kandahar, 
La2 Rumours 
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Rumours wafted from the court of Dehli, have occafionally 
agitated our quarter of India, and taught us to believe that Timur 
with a mighty hoft, had croffed the Indus, and was making rapid 
marches to Dehli, to reftore the loft authority of the Moghul 
empire. But this is an empty tale, framed to raife the fpirits 
of a decaying drooping court, or amufe the dreaming politicians 
of the day. It is indeed, fo oppofite to the truth, that the Af- 
ghan prince, inftead of urging a foreign enterprize, feems afraid 
to move from his capital.* At this time a common outcry of 
the foldiery prevails againft the Shah, for a large failure of mi- 
litary payments; and it appears that fince the year 1780, when 
he vifited Pefhour, where he was treacheroufly attacked by a 
party of difaffected Afghans, he has fhewn no defire of Teaving. 
Kabul.+ 


* Since that period Timur Shah, has appeared in the field and proceeded to the pro~ 
vince of Moultan ; but his operations, futile and indecifive, have terminated after much 
negociation and threat, in a manifeft incapacity to complete the reduction of a nominal 
tributary 5 and having diflolved the charm that popular opinion had imprefled on his 
name, he returned inglorioufly into his own country, 


Note by the Editors. 


+ Some recent advices from India mention, that in the autumn of 1796, Zemaun 
Shah, the fucceflor of Timur, had invaded the Punjab, and haying completely routed 
the forces of the Sicques, had gained poffeffion of Lahore ; but was foon after re~ 
called from then}e to Kandahar by a rebellion excited there, during his abfence, by a 
difcontented chief, named Morad Khan. Thefe accounts add that he was fuppoftd to 
have fuppreffed this infurrection, and to be preparing to re-enter India with a very 
confiderable army, 


Exclu- 
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Excrusive of his Afghan and Indian dominions, Timur 
Shah is poffeffed of a large divifion of Khorafan, which taking 
in the city of Herat, extends on the north to the vicinity of 
Nifhabor and Turfhith, and on the fouth to the leffer Irak. 
This prince, whom J have feen, is about forty fix ycars of age, 
his perfon is above the middle fize and rather corpulent ; and, for 
a native of Afghaniftan, is complexion is dark. In token of impe- 
rial dignity, he wears on days of ceremony, a high cap of black 
velvet, with a top of a quadrangular form. 

From a want of vigor in the government, a thin population, 
and the averfion of the Afghans to civil occupations, the reve- 
nue of Timur Shah bears an inadequate proportion to the ex- 
tent of his dominion. In Mr. Dowe’s Hiftory of Hindoftan, it 
is faid that Ahmed Shah poflefled a revenue of three millions 
fterling, and maintained a ftanding body of one hundred thoufand 
cavalry. If fuch was the ftate of that prince’s power and refources, 
it hath greatly decreafed in the reign of his fucceffor; whofe 
whole force according to the information J procured in the country, 
does not excecd thirty thoufand men, or his revenue a million 
of our money. 

Cavalry conttitutes the chief military ftrength of Afghan. 
iftan, which as well from its own diftri¢ts, as its contiguity 
to Tartary and Perfia, procures good horles,* at a moderate rate, 


@ A ferviceable horfe is procured at Kabul, from five to fix pounds fterling, 
A corps 
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A corps of infantry armed with matchlocks, compofes alfo a part 
of the Afghan army; but, as in countries where cavalry is formed 
of the higher clafles of the people and denominates military honor 
and rank, this body is held in low account, and is little fupe- 
tior to the undifciplined foldiery of India; and the Afghan ar- 
tillery, may without depreciating it, be eftimated by the fame fcale 
of comparifon. Certain of the brothers of Timur Shah have 
raifed occafional commotions in the government, and one of them 
named Sicunder, was in open rebellion, byt it was quelled 
without producing any violent effect. This prince who hitherto 
experiences the obedience and filial duty of his own family, has 
-appointed two of his fons, grown to manhood, to ‘the feparate 
charge of Kandahar and Herat; both of them live inb&rmony - 
with their father and are efteemed by the people. 

Tue remains of a colony of Armenians, which Nadir Shah 
had captured in his Turkifh war, and eftablifhed in the nor- 
thern parts of Perfia, whence it was removed by Ahmed Shah 
into Afghaniftan, are now refiding at Kabul. They intermarry 
with their own women and are allowed the free ufe of the 
chriftian religion, which is admimiftered by a national prieft. 
They were attached to the body-guard of the late Shan, whom “ 
they attended in his various expeditions ; and thofe who fur- 
vived, amou‘iting to about one hundred, were fometiine em- 
ployed by Timur in the like capacity ; but, fince this prince 
has perfonally relinquifhed the purfuits of a military lite, and 
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neglected the maintenance of his army, the Armenians have 
fallen into great penury. They refide with their families 
in the precinéts of the Balau Sir, and are permitted within a 
preferibed limit, to exercife difcretionary occupations. Yet with 
all the induftry which the tribe fo abundantly poffeffes, they 
earn but a fcanty pittance. In defpite of this grievance of the 
gloomy forrow preffed on them by poverty, by a condition of 
bondage, to which on this fide of mortality, the moft fanguine 
hope can fix no termination, they evince an unremitting activity 
in propagating their fpecies: and would feem determined to entail 
on their race, an equal portion of that mifery, which has fo 
largely fallen to their lot. F 
— Frdm what has been already noticed, it were almoft fuper- 
fluous to fay that ‘Timur Shah poffeffes little enterprize or vigor 
of mind. For the laft feven years, he has fhewn little inclina- 
tion to military ation, or the aggrandifement of his Empire. It 
is true, that allured by the hope of acquiring an cafy pofleffion 
of one of the beft cities, now remainining in Perfia,he fent a 
body of troops to befiege Mufchid, the capital’ of Khora- 
fan; but, the wretched equipment of his army and the flow pro- 
grefs of the fiege, which was commenced in the preceding year, 
equally thew a want of fpirit and ability. 

Tur Afghan government, when vicwed as ftand*ng on a ge- 
neral bafis of defpotifm, and compared with that of other Afiatic 
ftates, is not pregnant with injuftice or cruelty, Its ediéts are 

feldom 
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feldom accompanied with bloodfhed, nor is it inimical to any fect 
of ftrangers. The foreign and native merchants, enjoy at Kabul 
an ample protection, and maintain their rights with a fpirit, 
rarely feen in.a Mahometan country. Capital punifhments are 
feldom inflicted, and though the kinfmen of the Prince have 
formed frequent confpiracies againft the ftate, his hands are not 
ftained with the blood of his family. Such are the virtues of Ti~ 
mur Shah, which were exemplified in various inftances, during my 
refidence at his capital. The ruling vice of this prince is avarice ; 
from a dread of the fierce and untractable fpirit of the Afghans, 
its effects are not feverely felt in the collection of the territorial 
_revenue ; but it preffes hard on the foldiery and houthold fervants ; 
on artificers, and on thofe merchants who unwarily verd thgir 
wares to the court without prompt payment. The facts, however 
defultory, that have been adduced, do not warrant the opinion 
that Timur Shah is an object of dread to the bordering ftates, or 
that he is juftly entitled, the comet of the eaft, who we have been 
taught to: believe, will at fome unexpected moment, fhoot acrofs 
the Indus and the Ganges, and confume even our remote province 
of Ecngal. 

Tur chief ftrength of the Afghan prince, I prefume to fay, is 
derived from the weaknefs and difcord of his neighbours. Were 
the Sicque ghicfs not more apprehenfive of a domeftic increafing 
influence, than defirous of fubduing a conftitutional enemy, they 
would, it may be fairly inferred, {peedily extinguifh the Afghan 
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government in India; and fhould the Perfian force be thrown into 
a body, under the«conduct of an able leader, it is not only pro. 
bable, that the difmembered divifion of Khorafan would revert to 
its ancient poffeffors, but that the Afghans would again feel a 
foreign yoke.—-With an earneft apology for this long letter, I 
remain, 


Yours, &c, 
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Havin G in vain endeavoured to procure 
payment of my defaced bill, I fold it at half price to Bagdafir, 
my Georgian hoft, who agreed to abide by the chance of ob- 
taining the full amount. God forgive me for doubting the in- 
tegrity of my Chriftian hoft; but, fome obfcure parts of the 
hegociation, and the exor bitant prices, charged upon fundry.ar- 
chafed, from him, induced me to ppelicwg, that 
Wit*me fir. To throw rath blame on a’ man, 


DEAR SIR, 






ticles which I 
he had not pla 
who had rendered me fuch effential offices of humanity, and who, 
is cut off from every help of vindication, were a breach of one 
of the grand bonds of fociety. Nor had this fufpicion been com- 
municated, did it not lead to fubftahtiate an obfervation I have 
often made; that a man, though devoted to the firitt obfer. 
vance of the minuteft ceremony of his religion, with a mind of. 
tenfibly fixed on objects lying beyond mortality, who, like the 
Georgian, loudly chants his morning and evening prayers, and on 
his beads, numbers a long lift of martyred faints, fhall at the 
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fame time, eageily grafp at every advantage, which our world 
holds out to him; nor fhall he give even farthings to the poor. 
This covering has happily in the civilized world, become thread- 
bare and flimfy, and except in fanatic conventicles, 1s feldom exhi- 
bited with fuccefs. " 

Havinc made the requifite preparations for my journey, 
and hired one fide of a camel, on which a pannier was fufpended 
for my accommodation, 1 joined a party proceeding to Kandahar. 

On the firft September,’ at Killah Kazzee, the remains of a 
fort, three furfungs* difttant from Kabul. THis being a kafilah of 
camels, which in Afghaniftan and Perfia, are ufually driven in the 
night, that the heat of the day and the effects of thirft, may be lefs 
felt, we departed on the evening of the 22d, and early next-mngr- 
ning halted on a barren plain, five furfungs. The road lay 
through {cattered hills of a moderate height, and a country thinly 
cultivated. . 

Ip is negeffary to anf xingteay ahy ithat.I now appeared in the cha- 
racter of a Chriftian, conformably to the counfel of Bagdafir, who 
had confidently affured me that no rifque would be incurred under 
fuch defcription ; and, he expatiated alfo on the grievous fin of 





throwing out any falfe colours on the fcore of religion. But it 


* Throughout this quarter of Afghaniftan and all the dominion of Perfia, the 
jand meafurement is calculated by furfungs, which may be roundly computed, at four 
Englith miles. In fome of the ancient authors, this meafurement is termed parafang, 
agreeably to the alphabet of the old Perfic in which the letter F is not contained. 
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was foon fen that the exchange involved a multiplicity of troubles, 
Never perhaps, did the mesk and patient member of primitive 
Chriftianity fuffer, among the Gentiles, greater indignity or more 
bitter reproach; martyrdom only was withheld; and that ex- 
tremity of Chiiftian honor, I was in perpetual dread of ; though 
without any foretafte of thofe comforts, which flow from ardent 
zeal, or a confolatory belief that the chuich would derive either 
ftrength or credit from my fufferings. 

Tue mode of travelling, which I had now adopted being pro- 
bably unknown to you, I will give it as it deferves, a rough de- 
{cription. The camel appropriated to the agcommodation of 
paflengers, carries two perfons, who are lodged in a kind of pan- 
nierJaid loofely on the back of the animal. The pannier, termed 
in the Perfic, kidjahwah, is a wooden frame, With the fides 
s. of. abowts threes feet: long gmdntw6 


broad, and two in depth. “The neceffaries of the paflengers are 


and bottom of netted,coxd 





conveyed in the kidjahwah, and the journey being ufually 
made in the night-time, it becomes the only place of his 1eft ; 
for on the kafilah’s arrival at his ftation, he muft, immediately 
exert himfelf in procuring provifions, water and fuel; alfo.in 
keeping an eye over his property to prevent theft. Had I been 
even much accuftomed to this manner of travelling, it muft have 
been irkfome; but a total want of praétice, made it exceflively 
grievous. That you may not think my complaints ill-founded, 
or that I poffefs the ingenious though unhappy talent of creating 

cala~ 
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calamities, I will lay before you a fimple detail of faéts. The 
box which I occupied, meafured a length of two feet feven 
inches, with a breadth of one foot and a half; and my height 
being five feet and nearly ten inches, you will neceflarily grant 
that equal addrefs and force were required, to pack me in fo 
difproportionate a compafs. On reconnoitering the other fide of 
the camel, I difcovered, which alarmed me, an old woman and 
an infant. My fears indeed were foon verified, by the child 
beginning to cry and the nurfe to fcold; nor did the alternate 
ftrain ceafe the whole night. Our camel, too, was the wortt 
conditioned of the drove; and a want of ftrength made the 
poor animal {tumble and very reftive. His ill properties did 
not remain long concealed; for, before the party had crepiinto 
their feats, the camel, which is accuftomed to receive its bur- 
then, in a kneeling pofture, fuddenly arofe, when I, the nurife 







and child, with our various tock, af equipmenty ell to the ground 
in wide confufidn ; althedt ipableitcad Vee wf thofe ills, 
which are attached to the profeffion of Chriftian faith, in Ma- 
hometan countries. 

Tue camel driver, an Afghan of the rudeft caft, reprobated 
me in fevere terms as the caufe of the mifhap; but, he could 
expect no good fortune, he faid, whilft in the fociety of an infidel, 
to whom, only, where to be attributed the falfe fteps, and 
numerous they were, of the camel. With much joy I difco- 
vered, at the dawn of day, our halting place, where I was re- 
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lieved from a complication of difcordant founds, and a cramp 
which had benumbed all my body. 

Ar Kabul I had endeavoured to procure a fervant, know- 
ing that in my prefent character, I fhould fuffer much incon- 
venency without fuch an affiftant. But Bagdafir was aveife to 
the meafure, obferving that no Mahometan of character would 
enter my fervice, and that thofe who had overcome their {cru~ 
ples would rob me, Waving therefore fo dangerous an accom- 
modation, I commenced the journey, with a refolution of boldly 
facing every difficulty; yet to obtain thé eamel driver’s good 
will, I paid him more than the ufual hire, 

On the 24th, in the morning, at Azceabad, five furfungs. 
The-cuntry, which I reviewed at day-break, was interfperfed 
with low hills, and generally cultiyated. Having now diftinéMy 
noticed our party, I perceived that ‘Dowwatiy’ the: namé“of* thé 
conductor, who plumed himéelf on being of the fame tribe as 
Timur Shah, had with him a younger brother for a helper, 
and five camels; three of which carried merchandize, and two, 
pafiengers. The cargo of one of thefe having been defcribed, 
it remains to fay, that on the other fat an old Afghan lady’ of 
fome diftinétion, her daughter, véty handfome, and two grand 
children. The dame began an early conteft with Dowran, but 
after fome fmart fkirmifhes, fhe gained a compleat victory over 
the driver, who fat down eafy under the defcat, by obferving 

that 
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that the Jady had {prung from a noble race, and that the fhril. 
nefs of her voice made his head ache. 

On the asth, halted near a fmall fort, four furfungs. The 
night air was very cold, and the country prefented the barren 
afpect of a bare plain, on which were {cattered hills of rock 
and fand. Dowran’s refufal of all afliftance, on the {core of 
my being an infidel and thereby unclean, obliged me to go 
daily in fearch of water and the dried dung* of camels, the 
only fuel of thefe parts, the kindling of, which excited an ex- 
cruciating pain in my eyes. But having fortunately laid in a 
fmall ftock of bifcuit, tea and fugar, I fubfifted without much 
labour of cookery. This was I think, the firft period of my 
life, in which to ufe a trite phrafe, I had been thrown ?hally 
on*my back; for in the firft gpart of my journey, I ufually fared 
better than my companions. My manner was then confident, 
and the rough plenty of Ri ard, ,procured, many attentive 
adherents, Thég rever: —T new vofels gime, I was treated on all 
fides with fuch a brutal content and experienced from a want 
of every help fo many embarrafiments, that I grievoufly la- 






mented the difmiffion of my Mahometan covering; which I re- 
falved to take up on the moft favorable occafion, 
Tue Armenians, in the courfe of journeying, are neither fub- 


# For the purpofe of collecting this fuel, kafilahs feldom vary their fations. 
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je& to the grievances which affected me; nor do they feel with 
much fenfibility the infults of the Mahometans ; and by chicfly 
travelling with affociates of their own nation, a mutual aid is af- 
forded ; befides thefe advantages, they poflefs a flexibility of man- 
ners, which receives a form from every people with whom they 
mix. I have feen them manage with infinite addrefs, the Hindoo, 
the Mahometan, and even the Jew; a race whom they affect, on 
a religious principle to hold in abhorrence; but the-grand caufe 
of their hatred, is a clofe commercial rivalfhip. Treatment, at 
which an Armenian would have filed or endured with profound 
fubmiflion, I fhould either by my hands, or at leaft my tongue, 
have warmly refented: for though not ill verfed in the manners of 
therrait, I never bad fufficient forbearance to fubmit to the re- 
proachful infolence which the Mahometans, efpecially the vulgar, 
exercife towards thofe of a different faith, » hy awl 
Dowran, from my aukwardnefs in all culinary matters, and 
a want of ftrength to affift in loading his camels, the only quali- 
ties in his mind, conftituting an ufeful man, conceived a contemp- 
tible opinion of me, which he thought could not be more forcibly 
expreffed, than circulating a’report in the kafilah that I was a Jew. 
‘This was a new battery opened againft me, but having procured 
the protection of the old Afghan lady, by fondling the children 
and giving them fugar, I fuccefsfully combated Dowran, who had 
now altogether fubmitted to a female government. 
On the 26th, at Ghizni, four furfungs, This city remained 
Vou. I. N ihe 
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the capital of an extenfive, powerful empire for the {pace of four 
hundred years, and according to the hiftorian Ferifhta, was adorned 
by the Ghiznavi princes, particularly the great Mahmoud, with 
many a fumptuous and ftately pile. But, ah! what humiliating 
forrow did I feel, how quickly did every {park of the pride inci- 
dent to humanity fubfide, on beholding the fallen ftate of Ghizni § 
In vain did I look for its “ gorgeous palaces and cloud capt 
“ towers.’ They had been long levelled with the duft, and 
fave fome {cattered mafles of mifhapen ruins, not a monument 
is to be feen of Ghizni’s former grandeur. The town 
ftands on a hill of moderate height, at the foot of which runs 
a {mall river,* whofe borders are occupied by fome fruit gar~ 
dens. Its flender exiftence is now maintained by fome Hittea, 
families, who fupport a {mall traffick, and fupply the wants of 
a few Mahometan refidents. 

At a fhort diftance from Ghizni, ftands the tomb of Mah- 
‘moud, where pilgrims refort from diftant places to fay their 
prayers. But as the religious acts of fuch emigrants are rated 
by the degree of labour, length or danger of their journies, we 
are not to fuppofe that the pilgrimage improves either their 
heads or their hearts: though few moral benefits may accrue 
to the devotee from his wanderings, he derives from them @ 
confiderable portion of fecular advantage, The Hadji, fo he is 


* Its current paffes to the weft or fouthward, but Lam not acquainted with its name, 
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entitled, who has made the tour of Mecca, and vifited the 
tomb of his prophet, is ever after treated with a refpetful de- 
ference, for it is the top of Mahoinetan fafhion to be religions ; 
and if a mendicant, his ferip never wants a ‘tore. 

In mentioning Mahmoud and Ghizni, it were criminal to omit 
the name of the Perfian poet, Fardoufi, who in his Sha Namah, 
hath given us a fplendid monument of epic poetry, and the pure 
language of his country. The protection of the great doth not 
always fall to the poet’s lot ; nor but rarely doth the public muni- 
ficence enable him to indulge the bent of his genius. Griping 
want often drives him to feek the hireling’s pittance, and even in 
our enlightened land, we have feen the cold hand of penury prefs 

cif to the grave. More propitious was the fortune of Ferdoufi : 
it gave him an imperial patron in Mahmoud, whofe praife he too 
lavifhly fung. And when, for fome failure of the prince’s promife, 
the poet retired into Perfia, his countrymen warmly vied in mani- 
fefting their liberality and applauie. 

Tue climate of Ghizni-is fo cold as to have become prover-~ 
bial, and the Afghans told me, that the town has more than once 
been overwhelmed in fnow. The road to Ghizni has, I appre- 
hend, a fouth weft direction, and is diftant from Kabul eighty 
two miles, at the rate of four miles to a furfung. I have been the 
more induced to notice this fact circumftantially ; as in our maps 
its diftance and courfe from Kabul is erroneoufly laid down; fome 
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of the French geographers, even place it to the weftward of Kan 
dahar. 

In the morning of the 27th of September, at Heer Ghut, five 
furfungs. The country is interfperfed with low hills, and pro- 
duces, except in fome few cultivated fpots, little elfe than a prickly 
aromatic weed, on which camels feed with avidity; and which 
with pafte of unfifted barley formed into balls, conftitutes their 
comrnon food. This animal is peculiarly ufeful in countries where, 
as in Afghaniftan, the roads are level, the foil dry, and provender, 
from the thin population, generally {carce. The camel even on 
much coarfer fare than has been mentioned, endures fevere fatigue, 
often carrying a load of eight hundred Englifh pounds; and has 
fo tractable a temper, that eight of them faftened to each others, 
a ftring, are managed by two men. When opprefied with thir 
on the road, a camel throws from its ftomach a flefhy fubftance 
of a purple colour, which either returns a fupply of water that 
has been previoufly depofited, gr being put into friétion in the 
mouth, yields fuch moifture as gives it occafional relief. 

On the 27th, our party halted at the inftance of Dowran 
wholly; that is, without the previous affent of the old lady, who 
inveighed againft his prefumption with fuch bitternefs and fo loudly, 
that ftopping his ears, he ran off the field. You will pleafe to 
obferve, that the places noted as halting ftations, take their name 
either from fome adjacent fort, or if in an uninhabited country, 
from fome peculiar afpect or quality they may poffets. 

On 
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On the 2oth, at Meercoot, fix furfungs. The air had become 
now fo cold, that at this period of the year, and in a latitude be- 
tween thirty-four and thirty-five, the water which was fufpended 
in a copper veflel from my camel, became folidly frozen during 
the mght. 

On the 30th, at Muthiedah, in a defert, fix furfungs. In tra- 
verfing fo inhofpitable a tract, little matter of information or 
amufement can occur to the traveller, But had he been journey- 
ing over a land ftored with every gift and every beauty of nature, 
a companion like mine would have deftroyed his joy and have con- 
verted his Eden to a defert. The nurfe of the crying child was 
the immediate reverfe of an handfome woman ; on this {core fhe 
wernot refponfible, and had fhe been moderately clean, I had no 
right to complain, and might even have derived entertainment 
from her talk which flowed with a ftrong current. But trufting 
wholly to this qualification for a paflage through life, fhe feemed 
to defpife every other care. Her hair was a complicated maze of 
filth, which had never I belive been explored by comb, and from 
whofe clofe vicinity I received a fevere vifitation ; nor was her face 
while I knew her, once touched by water. 

On the firft of November, at Tazee, five furfungs, in a aba 
ren track, The air became now vely hot in the day, and cold at 
night. 

Ow the 2d, at Killaut, a fort on an eminence, fix furfings, 
This quarter of Afghaniftan has the general afpeét of a defert ; 

and 
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and except fome fimall portions of arable land contiguous to the 
places of habitation no other cultivation is fcen. 

Ow the 23d at Teer Andazee, fix furfungs. The night air, 
hitherto cold and bleak, became’ at this place mild, and the 
heat of the day oppreffive. 

On the 4th at Potee, a fmall village, fituate in a populous 
and fertile diftrict. Potee lyes to the right of the Kandaher 
road, but holding fome dependance on our Afghan lady, the 
two camels that carried the family and me, were difpatched, for 
her accommodation, to that place, where fhe was received with 
much refpect. Whether the old lady had imagined, that the 
humble predicament in which I ftood, would deter me from any 
attempt to fully the honor of her family, or that fhe had“. 
ticed in me, a total indifference to all its motions, I know not, 
but the truth was, fhe made as little account of me, as if I 
had been wholly incapacitated from entailing on it any difgrace, 
Nor, did I, fo temperate had my conftition become, from the 
predominance of other purfuits, feel the leaft mortification at 
the treatment. 

On the sth in an open well cultivated plain, fix furfungs, 

‘ where halting for a few hours, the kafilah proceeded two and 
a half furfungs farther to Kandahar. This city, comprifed within 
an ordinary fortification of about three miles in circumference, 
and of a fquare form, is populous and flourifhing. And lying 

in 
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in the great road, which connects India with Perfia and T'ar- 
tary, has been long a diftinguifhed mart. 

Ar Kandahar, are eftablifhed many Hindoo families, chiefly 
of Moultan and the Rajepoot diftricts, who by their induftry and 
mercantile knowledge, have effentially augmented its trade and 
wealth. The Turcoman merchants of Bochara and Samarkand, 
alfo frequent this mart, whence they tran{port into their own 
country a confiderable quantity of indigo, with which commo- 
dity Kandahar is annually fupplied from various parts of upper 
India. This city is more abundantly fupplied with provifions 
and at a cheaper rate, than any place I have feen on the weft. 
fide of the Indus. Th® grapes and melons of numerous kinds 
are-peculiarly high flavoured, and are comparable with the firft 
fruits of Europe.* The extenfive range of fhops occupied’ by 
Hindoo traders, with the egfeuand.contentment expreffed in their 
deportment, affords a fair teftimony of their enjoying at Kan- 
dahar, liberty and proteétion. 

A,son of Timur Shah governs the city with a traét of de. 
pendant territory, which produces it is faid, a revenue of eighteen 
lacks of rupees; and.it may be juftly concluded from the ap- 
pearance of all clafles of pcople, that this colleélion is made 
without any extraordinary rigour. The environs of Kandahar 
occupy an exrenfive plain, covered with fruit gardens and cul- 
tivation, which are interfected with numerous ftreams, of fo 
excellent a quality as to become proverbial; and the climate is 
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happily tempered, between the heats of India and the ccld of 
Ghizni. 

Ir it gencrally fuppofed in Europe that Kandahar ftands in 
a country of mountains, and we fpeak of the lofty pailes of 
Kandahar, as a point not lefs clearly afcertained than the ex1 ince 
of the Alps. Permit me to rectify this popular error, which, like 
many of a fimilar texture, has made mountains of mole-hilis, and 
aequaint you that the face of the country furrounding the new 
city of Kandahar, forms an extenfive plain, which as it approa.'t.s 
the fite of the old fortrefs, becomes interfperfed with hills; but 
they are of a moderate height; nor, do they form any vairer of 
difficult accefs or deep extent. 

On leaving Kabul, Bagdafir, my Georgian hoft, had giverr me 
introdudlory letters to two Turkifh refidents of Kandahar; the 
one kept a {mall fhop in the bazar, the other, Aga Ahmed, had a 
warehoufe of fome note in the karavanfera, This perfon re- 
ceived me in a courteous manner, and though then in the character 
of a Chriftian, I did not experience any of that haughtinefs of 
manner, with which Mahometans ufually regard thofe of our 
faith. He even directed his countryman the fhopkeceper, to pro» 
vide the neceflaries for my Journey, and to carefully guard againft 
any fraud, : 

Tur immediate departure of a kafilah, and the faft approach 
of winter, when the road to Perfia is impaflable, determined me 
to proceed to Herat; though I wifhed much for a few days re- 
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fidence at Kandahar. Aga Ahmed made an agreement with the 
kafilah bathi* for my paflage, and alfo that I fhould be furnifhed 
with an attendant: this benevolent Turk did not formally re. 
commend me to the direétor’s care, but enjoined him on the for~ 
‘feiture of his favor to fhew me a particular kindnefs, which 
was only to be teftified by producing my written affurance, 
Could I have found a fit affociate to divide the cares of houfe- 
keeping, I would have remained at Kandahar, during the win- 
ter, as I ftill felt the effects of the late ficknefs, and feared a relapfe 
from the fatigue of travelling; but the predicament in which I 
ftood, wholly precluded any domeftic connection with the Maho- 
metans ; and that of fome ftray Armenians, whom I found there, 
did not feem eligible. 

Tue road from Ghizni to Kandahar, according to my grofs 
obfervations, tends to the fouth-weft; and the country has ge- 
nerally a barren afpect, with a {canty fupply of wood and water, 
The buildings from a fearcity of timber, are conftruéted as in 
the Kabul diftri€ts, of fun-burnt bricks, and covered with a flat 
arched roof of the like materials,: 

On the 8th of November left Kandahar, and procecded to 
Koby, three furfungs, a {mall village furrounded by a fertile 
plain, At the diftance of two or three miles to the noithward 


* Bath in the Turkith language fignifies head, and 13 often applied in Perfia to the 
head of a fociety or party. 
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of Kandahar, is feen on the left the remains of the old fortrefs, - 
ftanding on the fummit of a rocky hill of a moderate height, but 
abrupt elevation, The road at this place tends over a fton y afcent 
of eafy accel, flirted on each fide with {cattered hills and wide j in- 
tervals of level land. It is the form of this part of Afghanittan, 
which has given rife, I apprehend, to the European belief of the 
mountains and pafles of Kandahar, 

On the oth, at Aufkuckana, three furfungs, a fmall village 
on a thinly cultivated plain. Our flow progrefs was occafioned 
by the kafilah bafhi remaining at the city to adjuft fome bufi- 
nefs; he had however wholly neglected mine, for not a perfon 
when my feét was known, would even touch my garment. 

My ill fortune on the fcore of an.affociate, which feemed 
to purfue me with an inveterate rigor, had now given me in 
the place of the f{colding nurfe and crying child, a theological 
and very clamorous difputant. This bewildered man, unhap- 
pily for himflf and for his neighbours, had conned over fome 
of thofe books of i ingenious devices and quaint fyllogifms, which 
are held in high note among the modern Mahometans, and have 
fixed among them a falfe diftorted tafte. Even Hatfis’s poems, 
fo confpicuoufly replete with wit, and with incitements to mere 
mortal pleafures, are tortured by them into praifes of Mahomet 
and his religion. This fanatical logician was unknown to the 
other paflengers, but he loft no time in difplaying to them his 
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ftore of endowments, and feeing me a favorable fubject he di. 
re€led his full force at my head. 

I wap engaged the fervices of a travelling Arab taylor, anc 
was anticipating the various conveniencies which they promifed 
when he was driven from the profpect of an eafy livelyhood by the 
threats of ‘the logician, who denounced Mahomet’s vengeanc: 
againft him if he eat the bread of an infidel. The poor man 
hungry, and almoft naked, ftarted at the danger, and fearful of in 
curring fo powerful a wrath, refigned his new office, and went t 
live as it might pleafe god. Thus had I the dreary profpect o 
being peftered for the term of twenty days by this outrageous Ma 

-hometan, who fo far from being confcious of any mifchief, be 
lieved that he was performing an act of extenfive merit, 

On the evening of the roth, the kafilah moved, and artive 
the next morning at Howrah Muddit Khan,* fix furfungs, thi 
country open, and the foil, a mixture of light fand and earth 
producing generally that {pecies of weed which has. been noted it 
the remarks of the road from Kabul to Kandahar. 

On the 13th, at Khackchamparah, fix furfungs. No mark 
of habitation were feen during the journcy of thefe two laft days. 

Ow the 14th, at Greifhk, feven furfungs, a larged walled vil 
lage, on the fkirts of which rans a finall ftream of good water 


* Howrah fignifies an artificial fountain or refervoir of water ; one of which hac 
been conftructed at this place by Muddit Khan, for the accommodadon of travellers. 
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halted two days at this place, where a toll is collected on mer- 
chandize and paffengers, and where a {tock of provifions was laid 
in to fupply our confumption, through a traét of defert country 
extending from this ftation to the weftward. My perfecuting 
neighbour, had already deprived me of two fervants, when after 
much intreaty, mixed with a warm eulogium on his extenfive ca- 
pacity, I prevailed on him to moderate his refentment againft me, 
and ceafé to anathematife thofe, who might in future be induced 
from their neceflity to eat the bread of an infidel. He had by his 
thetoric, precluded me even from the ufe of a barber; one of 
whom being. obferved by him at the clofe of an operation on my 
head, was reprobated for his impurity in virulent language, and 
compelled to cleanfe his razor by an ordeal procefs, the expence of 
whith was defrayed by Chriftian-money. On paying the charge, I 
obferved to our logician, whom I now treated with little ceremony, 
that he fhould alfo caufe the fhaver to purge the money by the like 
trial, that he might not be polluted by the touch; a precaution I 
added, that would doubtlefs have been adopted, but for a fear of 
half the amount being loft in the large alloy that debafés all Ma- 
, hometan coins. I was, he faid, an incorrigible Kaufir, whom ill 
fortune had placed with him on the fame camel, and which he 
feared could never thrive under fuch a weight of fin. 
Tue urgent calls of hunger now gave me a third fervant, who 
was in his way from Moultan, to make the pilgrimage of Muf- 
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chid* Think how ardent muft have been the 2cal which incited 
this pilgrim to fo diftant a journey, and fupported him againfl the 
inclemency of winter, and the inhofpitality of a.rulte people, 
with fcarecly a covering to his back, no {hoes to his fect, or an 
atom of money in his purfe. Though I gave him fome warm 
clothing and fubitantial food, he was not able to keep pace with 
our party, : 

His fucceflor was a Kafhmirian, who had a countenance as 
demure as that of Gil Blas’s Ambrofe Lamela, and to the extent 
of his ability, as great a rogue. To enhance the value of his {er- 
vices, for which I was obliged to pay largely, he expatiated on the 
fin he was about to commit, eating the falt of an infidel; but I 
foon found there was no reftriction to his diet. Molt of the Afi- 
atic nations have affixed to falt a certain facred property, but it is 
held in the higheft degree of reverence by the Mahometans, who 
fpeak of falt as Europeans do of bread. A fervant is faid to eat 
the falt of his matter, and when guilty of ingratitude, he is ftig- 
matized with the name of a Nimmock Haram, or a polluter of 
his falt, which is, I believe, the only term applied by Mahometan 
nations to fuch an offender. : 

Herre F am induced to notice the ominous qualities vulgarly 
afcribed on fome occafions to {alt in our own country; as when it 


ts accidentally {pilled, fome part is thrown over the left fhoulder, 


® Tt is at this day the reputed capital of Khorafan, 
that 
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that the fuppofed enfuing evil may be averted; a ceremony I 
have feen even obferved by thofe who were far removed from 
the lower clafies of life. But early impreffions are not eafily 
effaced, and they often impart to the ideas a lafting colour; ef- 
pecially amongft thofe who are fecluded from the more hack- 
neyed paths of the world. 

On the 17th, at Shah Nadir, a ftation in the defart, feven 
furfungs. This refervoir built by Nadir Shah, is a {quare of about 
twenty feet, over which is erected on pillars a,terrace, which ex. 
tending beyond the margin of the water, affords a convenient 
lodging: to travellers, 

. Ow the 18th at Shorab* five furfungs; fome {pots of cul- 
tivation were {catered around this ftation, but no village in fight. 
"On the roth at Lungherah, a place of halt, in a defert coum 
try, where we found only one weak fpring of water, which was 
quickly confumed. Z — 

On the 20 at Dilaram, fix furfungs, a fort in ruins which 
is fkirted by a rivulet, on whofe margin are feen fome featter- 
ing trees; a rare fight in this land! but, the adjacent country 
is barren and uninhabited. 

Ow the arft, at Buckwau, feven furfungs, a ftation in the 
defert. 

On the 22d, at Drauze in the defert, fix furfungs.—-This day 


. 
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* Signifying falt or brackifh water, but at this flation the water was freth. 
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the fun fhot forth its rays which great force, and the ground 
which we occupied being a bare fand, reflected an intenfe heat. 
“Whilt I was panting under a very flimfy covering, I obferved 
that iny neighbour, a Turkoman Séid, who had no fhelter, was 
ftruck by the fun, and lay ftruggling in a violent agony. ° 

Tue Mahometans thought him poffeffed with the devils 
and inftead of affording any proper aid, began an extraordinary 
converfation with the fuppofed fiend; efpcecially my learned af- 
fociate who in a peremptory manner, ordered the devil to de- 
pit out of the body of a true believer, and a branch of the 
holy ftock ; but, fecing that the command had no effect, though 
conveyed in Arabic and a vehement tone of voice, I requefted 
to interfere; and lifting the,incumbent from the ground, threw 
foine water on his face, and forcibly poured a quantity down his 
throat, The Seid foon félt the fattral benefit of this admini- 
ftration ; but the violence of the fhock created a temporary 
ftupefaction, during which he uttered fo incoherent a language 
that it confirmed the opinion that a demon was fpeaking, and 
not the Tartar. 

Our Logician addrefled the infernal perfonage in a very {pi- 
rited harangue, feverely ‘reprehending his entranee into the body 
of one of the prophet’s defcendants, and challenging him, that 
the cloven foot might confpicuoufly appear, to repeat the Ma- 
hometan creed. To this teft the fhattered ftate of the Seid’s 
fenfes were not yet equal; nor, was it until he had fmoaked his 


pipe, 


112 FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


pipe, that he diftinétly and with furrounding applaufe, pronounced, 
his creed and fhook off all diabolical connection. 

On the 23d, at Ghurmow in the defart, five furfungs. This 
evening my perfecuting companion left our party and proceeded 
with*fome Hindoo Traders to Fera, an Afghan town of fome note, 
lying about forty or fifty miles to the fouth-weft of Drauze. But, 
my joy at this riddance, like moft joys of fublunary texture, 
was of ,fhort duration 5 for the vacant place fell to the lot of 
a much more obnoxious ‘allotiate. rae 9% 

I szcin now to be afhamed at having impofed upon, you 
fo large a por tion of private ftory; yet, without it, I perceive my 
fabjeet wild ees ~barren. as the land I travel over; which ex- 
hibits to the fatigued eye, one vatt fteril plain, without rivers, 
woed, or fcarcely a place of human habitation. Though perfonal 
recitals are ufually fufpected, of vanity, and even in their beft fenfe 
partake more of the amazing than the inftructive qualities, you 
may perhaps gather from my anecdotes, fome fubfidiary knowledge 
of the human character, an important fubject, and not lefs va- 
rious than the human face. My next aflociate was the Arab 
taylor, already mentioned, who fucceeded to the vacant pannier 
by the affiftance of one of his countrymen in our paity, a 
trader of fome note. A convetfation held when I was thought 
afleep, fome nights before, between the logician and the taylor; 
in which the latter was ftrenuoufly exhorted to rob me, boded 
no good from the change; and this counfel was ftrengthened 
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by a doétrine, very prevalent among the lower claffes of Ma- 
Hometans, that it is meritorious and laudable to attack the pro- 
perty of an infidel. Nor was the advice loft on the taylor, who 
promMed an attive diligence in performing the required fervice. 
COmbining therefore the intereft of the world with that of his 
religion, he commenced a brifk attack on my chattels; but, 
which at that time my vigilance preferved. His fubfequent at- 
tempts however were more fuccefsful, as were {cen in the diminu- 
tion of my apparel. This freebooting fyftem of the taylor’s kept 
me in conftant alarm, and difplayed every day in ftronger co- 
lours, the ill confequences of my Chriftian gatb. 

On the 24th, at Ghiraunce, fix furfungs. A populous walled 
village, fituate near a fmalk running water. Halted there the 
next day to make the payment of a toll, and purchafe provifions 
for a three days journey over a defert, which reaches from this 
place to the confines of Khorafan. My Kafhmirian fervant was 
wholly divefted of religious fervor or a religious cloak. For he 
neither prayed nor wafhed; but, was much addicted to theft ; 
and while the taylor purloined my cloths, he was occupied in 
ftealing my victuals. Yet this propenfity was, in fome degree, 
compenfated by his fervices, which found attive ‘employment in 
bringing water and fuel, baking cakes, and boiling my coffee. 

Ow the 27th, at Khoos, in the defart, five furfungs. The tay- 
lor’s payments for conveyance not being regulaily made, the feat 
was again put up to fale, when it was puichaled by an Hin- 
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doftany Mahometan, who had left his wife and family at Juat 
pour, in the diftri&t of Benares, and was thus far advanced ¢ 

a pilgrimage to Mufchid. From the mouth of this devotee, who 
had formerly been a marauding foldier, there iffued an p¥fnott 
inceffant ejaculation of prayer. In truth it may be faid,' that fe 
overflowed in holy zeal, for he prayed and cryed in a fucceffive 
rotation ; what an extraordinary charaéter would this be thought 
in a country where its inhabitants,” though fhunning no peril 
or fatigue in the purfuit of Wealth and pleafure, will {carcely 
crofs a ftreet to look into a Church. The various precepts of 
education and religion, eftablifhed in the- world, but, efpecially, 
“the different orders of government, produce fo ftrong a diffimi- 
larity in the manners of men, that in inveftigating thofe of the 
moft oppofite tendency, they would feem to arife from beings of 
a diftinct {pecies. 

On the 28th, at Gimmuch, feven furfungs, a ftation in the 
defert. 

‘On the 29th, at Ouckgl, a large walled village, ftanding 
within the limit of the province of Khorafan, and inhabited whelly 
by Perfians. It is proper here to obferve, that the natives of Per- 
fia proper, particularly the foldiery, are often termed at home, as 
in foreign countries, Kuzzel Bach ; a Turkith compound, fignify 
ing, I am informed, red head, and originating from the Perfias. 
«ap, being covered at the top with red cloth. 

On the 3cth, a halt. 

ON 
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fo Ow the gift, at Sheerbuchh, a defert ftation, fix furfungs, 

My, n the 1ft of November, at Zearut Ghah, feven furfungs. A 
final] village, on the fkirts of which are feen the remains of fome 
tomBaor religious edifices. 

On the and, at the city of Herat, three furfungs. The road 
from Kandahar to Gimmuch leads to the weft or weft by north; 
from thence to Herat, it has I apprehend, nearly a northern courfe, 
yet I cannot account for the fudden deviation of the track. The 
country is generally open, and interfperfed with barren rocky hills 
of a moderate height. The foil is light and fandy, producing na- 
turally little elfe than the aromatic weed before noted. 

Tue city of Herat ftands on a f{pacious plain, which is inter- 
fected with many fprings of running water, fome of which are 
fupplied with bridges ; and the numerous villages furrounded with 
plantations, muft. afford a pleafant view to the traveller, whole 
eye has been wearied with the deferts of Afghanittan. 

Te director of the kafilah carried us to the karavanferah, 
where paffengers only are lodged ; the other places of this deferip- 
tion, being all occupied by refident traders, In this {quare of the 
karavanfera, I perceived an Armenian, whom I informed with little 
ceremony, leaft he fhould hear a lefs favourable ftory, that I 

, was an European, returning from India into my own country: 
but, for greater perfonal fecurity, I had aflumed the name of 
an Armenian, And to quiet any fufpicion of the truth of my re- 
lation, I produced a letter, which the Georgian, Bagdafir, had writ~ 
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ten in my favour to an Armenian, who lived in a village abou 
forty miles from Herat. My addrefs was clofed by obfeiving, th: 
though not in want of money, I ftood in great need of his friendly 
offices, as he muft be well aware of the various difficulties alfoting 
thofe of our fect, efpecially when alone, among fo bigotted a peo- 
ple as thofe of Khorafan. The Armenian heard the little oration, 
which all my powers of {peech had pointed at him, with a refolute 
coolnefs, and perceiving, I fuppofe, that my acquaintance would 
yield no profit, he turned from me and went away, without even 
exprefling the common terms of civility. The frequent occafions 
which have occurred to me of noticing the Armenian character, 
foon cooled my refentment, and enabled me to reconcile the wari- 
nefs and apathy of this man, with the common principles which 
govern his fect, : 

Tue prefent race of Armenians, like the Jews, are with little 
exception occupied in commerce, chiefly in its fmalleft branches, 
and having long loft with their country the fpirit of patriotifm, 
divefted alfo of any valuable attainments of knowledge, they ex. 
hibit but a faint difcrimination of character ; being generally in- 
duftrious, feivile and difhoneft; they are fcattered over various 
parts of Turkey, Perfia, and India, where except in the Englifh 
colonies, they live on a precarious fufferance, being often on tri- 
vial pretences, infulted, oppreffed and plundered. To palliate 
the evils inherent to their fituation, and create a fubftitute for 
powers, honors, and national importance, they purfue the dif. 
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fy “ent roads of traffick with unremitting ardor, and invariably 
are their pleafures by the mete extent of their wealth. Little 
Able of friendthip, they are rarely induced to afford -even 
amoug themfelves mutual affiftance, or difpofed to promote the 
enjoyment of fociety: the Armemians at this day are divided into 
two general claffes; the one the moft numerous, eftablifhed in 
the Turkifh dominions; the other in Perfia. 
Tue city of Jolfa, contiguous to Ifpahan, was exprefily 
founded for the accommodation of the Armenians, by Shah 
Abbas, who aware of the benefits, that would accrue to his 
kingdom, from a commercial and temperate. people, gave them 
an ample protection, and many indulgencies. He permitted them 
it is faid to accompany their adventures to foreign countries, 
and advanced a capital to thofe not already opulent, but he. al- 
ways kept their families at Jolfa in pled ge. of gsod conduct, 
The Indian Armenians are of the Jolfa colony, and from an 
actual refidence in that city, or fprung from families originally 
fettled there, are all converfant in the Perfian language. The 
vicinity of the Perfian gulf, which has long maintained an im- 
portant trade with India, naturally allured the Armenians to a 
region, which at once held out to them the hope of {peedy opu- 
Ience, and the advantages of a temperate government. Nor did 
they ever think of returning into Perfia; but having amaffed a 
fufficient wealth, purchafed the releafe of their families on the 
payment of large fums. 


FROM 
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From the defeription given of the Armenian charaGler, whi, 
T am not confcious of having in the leaft overcharged, you wy 
not be furprized at the mode in which I was received by m).bro- 
ther Chriftian at Herat. But I now determined. to flide yt the ' 
Mahometan community, on the firlt fair occafion ; feeing that with- 
out adding-one benefit, I was like to become a martyr to sur 
faith. In all parts of the city which I frequented, I was known 
onlyas’@ fice, except in the karavanfera, where I experienced 
unceafing ‘htate” dnd deriidiheeby thie Perfians affect a greater 
fcruple in communicating with thofe of a different religion, than 
any other fect of Mahometans. I was not even permitted to 
draw water out of ‘a common well, but ordered to place my 
veflel on the ground, which was filled, by a peifon hired for 
the purpofe, from a height and not touched. When I have 
been waiting for this fupply, the town boys who in their round 
of diverfion, would occafionally take our karavanfera in their 
way, learning that I was an impure perfon, ufed to form a cir- 
cle round me, and defired to have the unclean part fhewn to 
them, and feemed much difappointed, on being told that I was 
unclean all over. My journey hitherto, if not productive of 
other advantage, has corrected my former belief of Mahometan 
politenefs and fuavity of manners, and alfo I truft, qualified that, 
infolence of catriage, which I have too frequently evinced to the 
inhabitants of our eaftern territories. 
Coutp one of our Indian grandees in the fullnefs of his 
power, 
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polver, feated in a palankeen, perhaps on an elephant, furrounded 
wish thofe bands of ftickinen and pikemen, who difperfe every 
“fnakand beaft that dares to crofs his way: Could this perfon- 
age BSkran ported on th2 fudden to Herat, how f{peedily would 
he be divefted of his plumes, and reduced to his fimple value. 
Whenever I qititted the purlieus of my lodging, I became a 
grave hypocrital Muffulman, with the enjoyment of all his pri- 
vileges; and the city containing a various defcription of people, 
there was little apprehenfion of a difcovery. I daily frequented 
the eating-houfes, where all the talk. of «ithe: day.is}-ditculated, 
and chiefly fabiicated, in conjunction with the barber’s fhop, 
which in Herat, has a neat appearance. In the centre of it 
ftands a {mall ftone pillar, on the tap. of which is placed a cup 
of water, in readinefs for operation, and the fides» of the - fhop 
are decorated with looking glaffes, razors,Mibinds Vebid-wonibs, 
Home having no pleafures for me, I was glad to feck them abroad; 
nor did I fail in procuring equal amufement and information. 
Neither Afghaniftan or the northern provinces of Perfia, permit 
the refidence of courtczans, or any women that dance or fing 
for the public entertainment. ‘The northern Perfians affect to 
exprefs an abhorrence of the Indian Mahometans, whom they 
reprobate for a general depravity of mangers, and a neglect of 
religious duties, yet this temperate and demure people are much 
defaincd, if under their myfterious carriage of body, they do not 
practice in their different vocations, every ipecies of deceit and 

. knavery. 
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knavéry. In India, it is a well known fact, that the Mogyls, 
a denomination: given there to all foreign Mahometans, thw 
off their northern cloke, and be€oming notorious debatielices, 
laugh to {corn the precepts of their déétors. 

Heravr is a {maller city than Kandahar, but maintains a 
refpectable trade ; and the market-place occupying a long’ ftreet, 
covered with an arched roof, is filled with fhops of various 
wares. Bread, rice, and-flefh meats, with numerous fruits and ve- 
getables, are équally cheap‘ aitd™btindant x ‘ahd the grand market, 
" held once a week, is’ Yo crétided with the produce of the neigh- 
bouring’ villages; thaf a paflage through it is difficult and fati- 
guing: Codtfé wodllens of a ftrong texture are manufactured in 
the adjacerit diftridts, a great part of which made into garments, 
ate eported into various parts of northern Perfia; furtouts of 
fheepfkin with the wool in the infide, are feen hanging at al- 
moft every fhop, and are ufed by all clafles of people in the 
winter feafon.* A fmall quantity of European commodities is 
brought to this city from the gulf of Perfia, confifting of French 
broad cloths, cutlery, {mall locking glailes, and prints; but their 
low prices fhew that the demand is very limited. The police of 
Herat is judicioufly regulated, and the adminiftraticn of juftice vi- 
gorous. Two men, apparently above the ordinary clafs, having 
been convicted of theft, were fufpended by the heels from a dome, 
which ftands in the centre of the market, where they remained 


near an hour, to the terror of a gazing populace; having wit- 
: nefled 
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ngfed a part of this exhibition, I returned to my lodging with 
the interefted belief that my property, which was all in fpecie, 
concealed about my perfon, had derived from it an additional 
fecuTy. 

On exchanging fome gold at this place, I found the rate 
more favourable than at Kandahar or Kabul; yet ftill one in 
fixteen lefs than the Indian value. Though I was unremittingly 
cautious in concealing my money, knowing that a difcovery 
would bring an hoft of enemics on my head, one of my tra~ 
, velling acquaintances, fuddenly opened the door of my apart- 
ment at Herat, a very unufual practice among Afiatics, and 
found me examining the ftate of my finances. At the fight of 
the gold fpread on the floor, he-was ftruck with furprize, and 
expreffed an eager curiofity to know the occupation, that had 
procured me fo much wealth, ‘But either my fpeedy departure 
‘from Herat, or a more than ordinary honefty in the Perfian, 
prevented the ill confequence which 1 had apprehended from the 
imprompt vifit, 

Kuorasan,* the moft eaftern the largeft, as well as the molt 
important province of Perfia, participated’ the various and fevere 
revolutions which affected the ftate of the kingdom, from the 
diffolution of the Grecian dynafty, until the end of the ninth 
century, when it was involved in the Tartar dominion of the 


* Khor in the ancient Perfic, it is faid, fignifies the lah,—Sir William Jones. 
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Sammani race; and in the beginning of the fixteenth century, 
after, haying experienced a fucceffion of Tartar and Arabian ru- 
lers, it was annexed to Perfia by Ifmael, firnamed Sofi, frem 
whom the appellation of Sofi has been given in Europe the 
Perfian kings. ‘ 

Herat had continued the principal city of Khorafan, until 
the fucceffion of Ifmacl, who beftowed the pre-eminence on 
Mut(chid, from its containing the tomb of Moozau Reza, his 
fuppofed ancefter, and one ofthe twelve grand Imaums or priefts 
of the Perfians. Since Mufchid became the capital of Khora~. 
fan, it has been enriched by large donations of the Mahometans 
of “the fe€t of Ali,; generally known by the name of Schiahs, 
Even Nadir Shah, the leaft difpofed of the Perfian kings to ec« 
clefiaftical endowments, ornamented a mofque, which had been 
built over the tomb of Moozau Reza, with a mafly cabinet of 
filver and a {pacious lamp of the fame metal. 

Tup religion of the koran had exifted throughout the vatt 
Mahometan empire, for the {pace of nine hundred years with- 
out any effential change, when it experienced a fevere blow from 
the intrepidity of Hmael and rapid fuccefs of his arms. In the 
courfe of the firft periods of Mahometanifin, four Arabian doc- 
tors, Malek, Ambel, Hanneifa and Shaffee, made commentarics 
on the original text, which were adopted by feéts, now feverally 
diftinguifhed”by the names of commentators. But thefe cxplana- 
tions do not appear to have militated with much force againft 

the 
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the firft fyftem, or created any violent feuds among the plifferent 
fectaries. 

As the grand innovation of the Mahometan religion was ef- 
fee Rain Perfia, and chiefly exifts in that region, I am induced 
to make a brief chronological review of fome of its more im- 
portant epochs, previoufly to this event. It is feen that the 
Tartar Arfaces, having expelled the princes who fucceeded to the 
conqueft of Alexander, eftablifhed a dynafty, which flourifhed 
for the fpace of four hundred and fifty years, and which in the 
two hundred and twenty fixth year of the Chriftian zxra- was 
extinguifhed, in the perfon of Artabanes, by Ardefhere,* the 
Artaxerxes of the Greeks, faid to to have been defcended from 
the ancient race of -Perfian kings, 

SHoutp it be found, which I am~induced to believe, that 
the Perfians and the Parthians are a diffihi¥ people, it is‘ not 
improbable that the nations which ancient hiftory denominates 
Parthians, were compofed of the Tartars of the Arfacian dy~ 
nafty, which held a long poffeffion of Perfia, and maintained 
fuch fierce conflicts with the Roman empire. The dexterity of 
the archers, which conftituted the ftrength of the Parthian ca- 
valry, and an excurfive rapid manner of fighting, which was 
reprefented as moft formidable when they appearcd to fly from 


* The fucceffors of this prince were denominated Saflanides, from Saffan the fa- 
ther of Ardefhere. 
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battle, correfponds clofely with the military practice of the mop 
dern Tartars; in contradiflinGlion to the other nations of nore 
thern Afia. 

Tur Arabians carried their conquefts and their religign“inte 
Perfia, in fix hundred and fifty one of our zra, from. which 
time it remained fubjeCt to the khaliphat, until the middle of 
the eleventh century, when it was overrun and fubdued by 
Jogrul Beg, a“Lurkoman prince of the Seljukian* race. The 
fucceffors of Jogrul, continued: to govern certain quarters of 
Perfia. in the year 1187, when the laft prince of that race wag 
conquered by Amalek Dinar, who in his turn fell under the 
power of Jakafh, the Turcoman prince of Kharafm. But ia 
1218 of our era, the Kharafmian empire, the Arabian khalifat 
with the grandeft portion of the eaftern world were {wallowed 
up in the power of Jenjis Khan, whofe pofterity held poffef- 
fion of Perfia, for the fpace of one hundred and feventy-four 
years, though ultimately rent into {mall principalities by a feries 
of inteftine wars. It became after that period, an appendage to 
the dominion of Timur, and appears to have acknowledged in 
feparate governments, a general dependance on certain branches 
of his family, until the year 1499, when If{mael Sofi, taking up 


* So named from Seljuk his grandfire, who occupied a private ftation in the vicie 
nity of Samarkand,, where he held large landed poffeffians. 
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arms againft the Tartar princes, rofe by a quick fucceftion of 
victory, and afflumed the undivided throne of Perfia. 

Ir is feen in Knolles’s very eftimable hiftory of the Turks, 
ree was the fon of Hyder, furnamed from the place of 
his birth, or the refidence of his youth, Ardebil, and that he 
was honourably defcended. Retiring from the occupations of 
the world, Hyder fixed his abode in the city of Tauris, where 
he paffed an auftere contemplative life, and was held by the 
inhabitants of that quarter in great veneration. The fame of 
his character, foon procured him the name of a prophet, 
and caufed multitudes of people to refort to him from all parts 
of Perfia and Armenia. The morc to feduce the multitude, ever 
delighted with novelty, he*began to inveigh againft the doétrine 
of the Mahometans, which enjoins a facred remembrance of 
the three* firft fucceflors of their prophetf@ind to revive the 
opinions of a certain preceding dervifh named Guini, who was 
known alfo by the defignation of Sofi. He afferted as if in- 
{pired from above, that none, fhould enter the kingdom of. hea- 
ven, but thofe of the fect of Ah, who was the genuine heir 
and affociate of Mahomet; and ordained, that the memory of 
Abubucker, Omar, and Ofman fhould be held accurfed. The 
King of Perfia, whom Knolles calls Aflymbeius Ufan Caflanes,-+ 

to 


* Abubucker, Omar, and Ofman. 
+ Itis ferioufly regretted that the Greek and Roman writers, as alfo many of the 
moderns 
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to ftiengthen his gavernment and acquire popularity, invited 
Hyder to court, and gave him his daughter in marriage, from 
which fprung Imael, Being now brought forward on a mpie 
confpicuous theatre; Hyder giew into the general aed of 
the people, which alaiming the fears of Jacoob the fon of Hulf- 
fan, who had fucceeded to the kingdom, he fecretly put him to 
death. 

IsmaEL flying from the power of Jacoob, took refuge with 
the chief of a fmall territory}"on’ the fouthern borders of the 
Cafpian fea, named Pyrchales.* Some of the friends of Hy- 
der vetired at the fame time into leffer Armenia, then fubje 
to the Turks, where they promulgated their doctrine with 
fuccefs. Their difciples were diflinguifhed by a red band tyed 
over the turban, whence it is {aid they firft obtained the ap- 
pellation of Kuffel Bath, which in the Turkifh language, as 
has been already noticed, fignifies red head, Ifmael during 


q 


moderns, have not delivered to us the literal names of men and places, which occur in 
their Inftory of foreign nations, This want df accuracy, or rather the impulfe of an 
abfurd vanity, has involved the European hiftories of Afia, in a maze of obfcurity ; 
thofe efpecially which reprefented the feries of warfare maintained againft Perfia by the 
ftates of Greece, and ultimately the conqueft of that empire by Alexander of Macedon, 
The name given by Knolles to the Perfian king, taken fiom {ome latin records, 1s evi- 
dently a mifnomer, as no fuch denomination is now 1n ufe among the Mahometans, and 
we know that no change has affected their names, fince the firft eftablithment of the 
khaliphat. His regal title, being a Tattar, might have been Azim Beg, fignifying a 
great Jord or prince, and his domeftic appellation, Huffan Caflim, 
* So exprefled by Knolles, 


his 
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his retirement advanced, with zeal, the tenets of his father, and 
being? by nature confpicuoufly eloquent, of a a penetrating ge. 

igs and auftere life, of a comely perfon and invincible courage, 
ae the yulgar, counted more than human. The nobles of 
the neighbouring country, allured by the endowments of Ifmael, 
and the fpecious novelty of his doctrine, reforted to his place 
of abode, with offers of fupport; and, though feeming to fhun 
them, he was invefted with authority, honors and wealth. In 
token of his rare qualifications and a belicf in his power of 
prophecy, Ifmael received the title of Sofi, * which, faith Knolles” 
fignifyeth among thefe people, a wife man, or the interpreter of 
the Gods, ”’* 

Tue death of Jacogh, which wnot have happened at an early 
period of his reign, and the tuinults that,jenfued in Perfia, ther 
ufurped by one Elvan Beg, who was alfo engaged: in. a .warfate 
with his brother, named Morad, encouraged Ifmael to urge his 
fortune on fo promifing a field. Obtaining fome military aid 
from Pyrchales, his firft protector, he penetrated into Armenia, 
where he recovered the patrimony of his family, and was cor- 
dially received by thofe who had favored his father. Purfuing 
his fuccefs he penetrated into Shirvan, he took and facked Shah 
Machee, the capital of the province, by the plunder of which 


* This word I apptchend is purely of Greek origin; the Mahometans had at this 
period, been long converfant in Greek letters, 
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he largely increafed the muimbers and hopes of his army. 


Elvan Beg had now expelled Morad, aud was bufied inf pu- 
nifhing fome of the principal citizens of Tauris, the capi 
of the kingdom, for having taken up arms in favor oe 
brother, when Ifmacl fuddenly approaching the city, “took it 
without ‘oppofition. Elvan deprived of other fupport, formed 
an alliance with his brother, but in his progrefs to form a junc- 
tion with the army of Morad, he was vigoroufly attacked by 
H{mael, and flain in. battle ; .the ,conqueror marched without de- 
lay againft ‘Morad, who was emcamped at Babylon, and, com- 
pelled him to fly into the Arabian defert:* he rofe without a 
competitor to the throne of Perfia.- 

“Ismart is perhaps the firft prince, who at once conquered 
@ {pacious kingdom and the religious prejudices of its people. 
Nor does it appear that any of thofe violent commotions were ex- 
cited, which ufually mark the progrefs of ecclefiaftical reformation. 
The fyftem of Hyder and Ifmael, was founded on the pofition 
that Mahomet had given his daughter Fatima to Ali, as a mark 
of the greateft affection, and bequeathed to him the fucceffion 
of the khaliphat. But, that in defiance of this facred teflament, 
Abubucker, one of the affociated friends of Mahomet, fetting 
afide the claims of Ali, had aflumed the powers of government, 


* Where he was cut off by domeftic treachery. 
$ Ufmael’s acceffion happened about the yeu 1508, 
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which at his death, were alfo forcibly held in a confequent ad- 
miniftration by Omar and Ofman. But, that the injuries of 
Ali, having ultimately roufed the divine interpofition, he became 
the’ ruler of the Muffulmans.* This doétrine being unani- 
moufly received, Ifmael ordained, that as the three firft kha- 
liphs were ufurpers and facrilegious violators of the laft mandate 
of their prophet, their memory fhould, at the five ftated times 
of prayer, be reprobated with every expreffion of contumely, 
and the fevereft vengeance of God denounced againft them. 
He alfo inferted at the-conclufion of the Miltiometan creed, 
that Ali is the friend or the beloved of God, and direéted that 
he and his pofterity fhould be diftinguifhed by appellation of 
imaums, or holy’ inéne} “In contradiftinction to the Soonis, who 
in their prayers crofs the hands on the lower part of the Breaft, 
the Schiahs drop their arms in ftraight lines‘; and as the Soonts at 


* In commemoration of the four fift fucceffors of Mahomet, who were alfo his 
confidential affociates, and by their enthufiaftic courage, had been his grand inftri~ 
ments in aggrandizing the khaliphat, the general’body of Mahometatis, except the 
Perfians, are often termfed Char Yaree, or thofe of the four friends. ‘They are lkewile 
called Soonis, an Arabic word, fignifying the followers of the right path, 

+ The real number confifts of elevei perfons, to which a twwellti ‘pplited yet to 
come, has been added; their names are Ali, Huffin and Huffeyn, his fons, Zyne-ul- 
Abedein, Mahomet Baukur, Jaffer Sadue, Moufa Kazim, Ali Moula Befa, Muhomet 
‘Tuckee, Ali Nughee, [uflin Anfcany and Mahomet Mhedy. The tides beftowed 
ufnally on Ali are, Ameer-ul-Momenein, Mortiz Ali and [yder. This laft denomi- 
nations fignitysng a lion, is particularly given to Ali, when his military exploits are re- 
hearfed. But when the profoundeft refpect is exprefled for bis memory, he iy entitled 
Ameer-ul-Mamenein, or lord of the faithful. 
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certain periods of the prayer, prefs their forelread on the ground 
or a carpet, the fectaries of Ali lay on the fpot which the head 
icaches, a {mall tile of white clay, impreffed with characters facrege 
10 the memory of Ali. - 
Some clafles of the Schiahs believe that Ali was an incarna- 
tion of the deity, who perceiving they fay, the miffion which had 
been delegated on Mahomet to be incomplete, aflumed the perfor 
of this khaliph, for the purpofe of fixing the Moflem faith and 
power on a firmer bafis. The Sehiahs hawe imbibed {trong reli- 
gious prejudices, are more inflamed with the zeal of devotion, and 
confequently lefs tolerantto the other fects than the Soonis. In 
Perfia, they dé not péemit a*Seoni to eat at their board, and in 
common language, without provocation or heat of temper, they 
call Kim an infidel. But in what light, dear Sir, will you vicw a 
numerous and a civilized people, who have produced writings that 
would exalt the name of the moft polifhed nations, yet in folemn 
deliberate expreffion, imprecate God’s wrath five-times a day, on 
the fouls and afhes of three men who never did them an injury, 
and who in their day, advanced the empire of Mahomet to a high 
_pitch of glory and power. Not appeafed with uttering the kceneft 
reproaches againft the memory of thefe khaliphs, they pour a tor- 
rent 6f abufe on every branch of their families, male and female, 
lower even than the teventh generation. I have fcen their imagina- 
tion toitured with inventing terms of reproach on thefe men and. 
their pofterity, and commit verbally every act of lewdncfs with 
their 


FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 191 


their wives, daughters, and the progeny down fo the prefent day, 
The Soonis, though aware of this unvaried ceremony of execiating 

“the memory of men, whom thcy have been Jong taught to hold in 
reverence, and that they themfelves are ftigmatized as infidels, do 
not even, when fully empowered, intemperately refent this perfe. 
cuting fpirit of the Petfians. 

In the divifion of Khorafan, fubject to the Afghan empire, 
the Perfians enjoy a fair portion of civil and religious libeity, 
and are rarely treated with infults. 

In noticing the more liberal opinions of the ’Soonis, in the. 
practice of their religion, I am brought to the recolleétion of 
an occurrence, which places this fact in a confpicuous point of 
view. * 

An Armenian merchant from Ifpalian, accompanying an ad- 
venture of fome value, came to the karavanfera in Kabul, 
where IJ lodged; and though five of his countrymen were on 
the fpot, the other refidents being Jews, Mahometans and Hin- - 
doos, not one of them advanced to give him welcome or an offer 
of affiftance; and to augment his embarraflment, all the apart- 
ments: of ‘the ferauce were occupied. In this predicament ftood 
the Armenian, and he muft have lain in the ftreet, had not a 
Turk invited this forlorn Chriftian into his own apartment; 
and he fed him alfo at his own board. One of the Armenian 
tiibe, after fome days, taking fhame, perhaps from the Maho- 
metan example, or expecting fome advantage from the caigoe 

Ra ae 
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feo 


of his countryman, tendered him a part of his habitation,. 
which the ftranger at firft refufed; nor did he accept the invi- 
tation, until ferioufly admonifhed of the crime of forming Igy 
clofe a connection with an infidel. 

Ir is now time to revert to my own ftory, and inform 
you, that it had been my firft intention to have proceeded from 
Herat to Refhd, the principal town of the Ghilan province, 
which lies a few miles inland from Inzellee, a Ruffian factory 
on the border of the Cafpian fea. It is a computed journey of 
feventy days, of about twenty miles each, from this city to 
" Refhd,* but the road which leads through the lefler Irak,-} has 
a deviating courfe from the direct line. 

Be1ncG informed by the Armenians of Herat, that Ruffian 
veflels navigate along the coaft of Mazanderan, to which a 
ftraight track lay from hence, though not much frequented 
from being fubject to the depredation of the Turcoman Tiartars, 
T was refolyed toepurfue this routey at» once-diredt and wholly 
unknown to European travellers. 

A xKaritan being about to proceed to Turfhifh, a town 
lying in the direction of Mazanderan, I made an agrecment 
with the director for a conveyance; but with a confidential 


& 


* From Heat to the town of Jubbus, a route of fifteen days, thence to Yerd 
twent -five, to Cafhan ten, and a fifteen days jouiney to Refhd, 
+ There are two provinces of Irak, the lefler and greater; the latter, termed 
Jrak Azeem, of which Bagdat is the capital, chiefly depends on Turkifh and Arabian 
emirs, 
ftipulation, 
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ftipulation, that \ was to be received in a Mahometan cha- 
raéter ; and the better to guard againft a difcovery of my per- 

s=fon, I took the name of an Arab, a people little known in this 
put of Perfia, and the knowledge of whofe language is confined 
only to fome of the more learned priefts, 

Some days before my departure from Herat, an n Afehan Seid 
cane into my apartment, and perceiving in the courfe of conver- 
fation that I was a Chriftan, he exclaimed with fenfible cmotions 
of joy, that he had now obtained a favorable opportunity of re- 
venging the grievous injuries fuftained by many of his holy ancef- 
tors at the hands of infidels, and that unlefs I paid a fine of five 
hundred rupees,* I muft repeat the crecd of Mahomet and be 
circumcifed. Pretending an ignorance of the purpofe of this de. 
mand, I carried the feid, with a mifchicvous intention I cottfefs, 
to the next quarter, where the Armenian corps, four in number, 
were then affembled, and requefted the prinéipal of them, who 
fpoke the Perfian language with flucncy, to explain the fuhitance 
of the feid’s demand; and this was precifely the point to which I 
wanted to reduce the queftion. When the hungry Afghan per- 
ceived, that inftead of one Chriftian he had found five, his exul- 
tation had no bounds. He fwore by his beard, that we fhould all 


incur the fine or circumcifion, Oh! what a glorious fight, cried 


* Such pecuniary affeffment is termed Jayzeah, an! is occafionally levied in Ma« 
hometan countries, on thofe who do not profefs the faith of Mahomet. 
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he, will be difplayed to our prophet, when thol: hardened infidels, 
renouncing their herefy and inipurities, {hall become a portion of 
the faithful: what a triamph to our holy religion! The exe 
dient which I had adopted, though not a fair, was for me a for- 
funate one; as the controverfy, which became ferious, was now 
more equal. The feid called loudly on thc Mahometans in the 
name of the prophet, to aflift in compelling the enemies of his 
religion either td embrace-it, or by adminiftrating to the wants of 
his defcendants, cotttiibute to ite fupport ; the Perfian refidents of 
“the karavanfera endeavoured to affuage the Afghan’s intemperance 
but they quickly withdrew all interpofition, on being told that 
the toleration ‘of their doétrine was a greater indulgence, than 
the maintenance of their exectable tenets deferved. ‘The ‘eid 
experiencing however more obftinate refiftance from the Chiif- 
tians than he had expected, it was evidently feen, that however ar- 
dent might have been his zeal for the advancement of religion, he 
was not the lefs mindful of -his temporal welfare; and permitting 
himfelf, after difplaying great powers in this holy war, to be 
foothed by the fuppliant infidels, he withdrew his threats for a 
trifling fum of money; far difproportioned to the firft demand. 
And here I muft obferve, that when I faw the refolute and judi- 
cious manner in which the principal Armenian conducted his fhare 
of the confliét, I felt a compunction for having involved him in 

fo ferious an embarraflinent. 
Avr Herat I found, in two karavanferas, about one hundred 
Hindoo 
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Hindoo Seer \chiefly natives of Moultan, who by the main- 
tenance of a brifk commerce, ahd extending a lotig chain of 
Ssgedit, -have become valuable fabjects to the government ; but dif 
couraged by the infolent and often oppreffive treatment of the Per. 
fians, they are rarely induced to bring their women into this 
country. When the Hindoos crofs the Attock, they ufually put 
on the drefs of a northern Afiatic ; being feldom feen without a 
long cloth coat and a high cap. Some Jewith traders refide alfo at 
Herat, where they are accufed of practifing all that fyftem of chi- 
gane, to which their tribe is fo notorioufly addiéted in the weftern 
world. Being habituated to the manners of upper Afia, and con« 
verfant in moft of its languages, the Jews and Armenians mix 
with little perfonal inconveniency in Mahometan focieties. 

Tut leading cuftoms of the various nations of Afia are’ fie 
milar, or but weakly diverfified, When they fit, the legs. are 
crofled or bent under them; they perform topical ablutions be- 
fore and after meals, at which no knife or fpwon is ufed, un 
lefs the diet be wholly liquid; they invariably adopt the like 
modes of performing natural evacuations. And all the hair’ of 
the body is fhaved, except that of the beard; yet this laft ufage 
is more peculiar ta upper Afia, where likewife all degrees of 
people cover the head; affixing the idea of indecency to its 
being bare; and they never enter an apartment covered with a 
earpet, without pulling off their fhoes. 

On taking leave of the Armenians, I could not help obfery- 

ing, 
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vr 


ing, perhaps unfeafonably, that inftead of jcontributing to: mv 
alliance, in a land where our fect alieady experienced mau 
" guievances, they had confiderably increafed them, by withho'djq~ 
even the inferior offices of humanity; bat that I cordially o- 
gave a tieatment which was to be afcribed to the excis of 
caution conftitutionally inherent to their tribe. The principal 
Armenian earneftly w,.d me to open myfelf to him, and dif 
elofe thé myftery which appeated in my character, It was not 
in reafon, he faid, to believe, tliat, motives of curiofity, as I al- 
ledged, could have induced me to incur fo much fatigue, danger, 
and expenfe, which were only to be compenfated by the prof- 
pect of gain, or a pilgrimage to Jerufalem. But the Arme- 
nians, faid he, are now the only vifitors of the facred tomb, 
and indeed the only pure Chriflians now exifting. He was of 
opinion, in fhort, that my ftory was a counterfeit, and con- 
cluded by aflerting that I was a.jewel-merchant, or a fpy. I 
endeavoured to *explain, that among the ‘natives of Europe, it 
was a common ufage to vifit foreign countries; where an ob- 
fervance of the manners and arts of various people, improved 
the underftanding, and produced a moie extenfive knowledge 
of mankind; and that a frequent intercourfe with nations of 
different cuftoms and religious opinions, taught them to fhake 
off domeftic prejudice, and to behold all men with the eye of 
common affection. To this language, which he had probably 
never before heard, he liftened with an air of vacant wonder ; 
but, | 
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buf, as the aaaeae did not {quare with his fentiments of the 
world, he ultimately treated it with contempt. Wiuthing Te. 
nhowever a better journey, he faid, than my plan promifed, .4 a 

On the evening of the 22d of November, I left Hexft, and 
halted that night at Alum Gollour Chufhmah,* three quarters 
of a furfung. Tlere let me again crave your indulgence for 
the copious felf narration already impofed on you, and for that 
which I fear is yet to come. But what can I do? nouthern 
Perfia is at this day, equatly void of events as of letters, and 
has but few monuments of grandeur. You thutt therefore ex- 
tend a large portion of patience over thefe communications, and 
by permitting me to fpeak of myfelf, the favorite amufement of 
all trayellers, you will make me a fufficient recompenfe for all the 
little chagrins, which I incurred, and fome folitary hours which 
I paffed.in the courfe of my journey. 

Tue kafilah director, Aga Ali, and his family which con- 
fifted of his mother, wife and a fervant, having confented that 
I fliould be received among them, in the character of an Arab, 
going on a pilgrimage to Mufchid, I joined the party at an 
appointed place, whither every perfon reforted, except the fe- 
males of our family; on whofe heads, and indeed all parts of 
them, many an indecent reproach was thrown. ‘There was no 
mortal ill, which thefe women did not deferve to feel; but, 


* Chuthmah in the Perfic, fignifies a n.tural fountain, 
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when women were concerned in any undertaking, what good 
end refult, exclaimed all the enraged Mahometans. Night 
apsvoaching, the kafilah moved and left Ali to efcort the ladies? 
in whith fervice I was alfo retained, On their arrival he be- 
gan to utter fome angry language; but it foon became mani- 
felt that we were members of a female government, which was 
conducted by the mother of Ali. She feemed in her manners, 
not unlike the Afghan lady, whom I heretofore endeavoured to 
celebrate, but had lefs fiercenefs and decifion; the deficiency I 
prefume, arofe from the conftitutional difference between the 
tempers of an Afghan and a Perfian; for my new dame evin- 
ced the fame thirft after fupreme fway, but exercifed it with 
more mildnefs. Ali remaining at the town gate to make fome 
toll payments, difpatched the ladies and me under charge of fome 
of his affociates, who perceiving our progrefs to be very flow 
and the night far advanced, left us with little ceremony. When 
Ali arrived, he expreffed much refentment at the fcandalous de- 
feition of his friends, and many thanks for my attention; though 
Y could hear him murmur at the indecency of Mahometan wo- 
men being entrufted to the charge of an infidel. But Ali’s ho- 
nor might have remained fafe, in the moft intemperate quarter 
of the world: and for my part, I was fo grievoufly loaded by 
a heavy mufquet, which he had given me to carry, that had his 
fpoufe been a Venus, I would not have looked at her. No ap- 
prehenfion now exifted of a feolding nurfe, a crying child, or a 

fanatic 
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fanatic difputanty or indced of any thing which could astosily 
offend ; for my prefent affociate was a bag of rice, from wdbte 

“good neighbourhood, I anticipated much fatisfaction. ar 

On the evening of the 24th, moved from the Chuthniéh, and 
arrived the next’ morning at Dhey Soorch, four furfungs, Some 
little cultivation was feen, but the general face of the country 
bore the fame wild inhofpitable afpect, as in the eaftern quar- 
ter of Khorafan. The benefits attached to my new character, 
were now confpicuoufly teftified.. I was from my fuppofed fect, 
entitled Hadji, and much courted by all the paflengers, efpecially 
when the given purpofe of my journey was underftood. No 
perfon in the defcription of a Chriftian, fhould attempt to make 
a paflage through this part of Perfia; fhould it through a train 
of favourable events be accoimplifhed, he will be harrafled and 
defrauded, even on a principle of religion, and ever infulted 
with impunity. The attempt indeed I think impracticable, and 
liable to fubject the adventurer to imminent danger. 

Ow the 26th, at the Pool, or bridge of Skebo, three and a 
half furfungs, in an uncultivated country.” This bridge built 
of brick and mortar, ftands over a fmall river whofe name I 
could not learn, running to the fouthward or left, and is ford. 
able at moft feafons. 

On the 27th, aj Corian, a large village, four and a half 
furfungs. In this neighbourhood, I faw fome windmills, for 
grinding corn; they are conftruéted on the fame principles as 

2 thofe 
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thot of Europe, but inftead of canvas wings, road leaved flads 
aref'{ubftituted. The toll gatherer at Corian affects to obferve 
a péuliar vigilance in the execution of his office, which he,” 
faw ocSifion to exercife on me. 
PASsENGERS, proceeding to the weftward, ufually procure 
a paflport at Herat; but being averfe to a mode, which might 
have led to inconvenient explanations, I did not apply for this do- 
cument. The officer, though glad of the omiffion, held out the 
utter impoflibility of paffing without the fignature of govern 
ment, and.argued with much delicacy on the crime of difobe- 
dience, But, feeling fome of my money in his hand, he ob- 
ferved that “my cafe- admitted a favorable conftruction ; that 
I was an Arab, and a pilgrim of the holy tomb of Mufchid. 
He would therefore relax a little, he faid, in fo good a caufe, 
To put money in thy purfe, is as neceflary in Khorafan as it 
was in Venice, with the difference that there, the more deco- 
rated the garb, “the greater refpe€L was fhewn to tlie’ perfon, 
whereas in Afia, the fecurity and the comforts of: life, often 
depend on a wary concealment of wealth, and all its appendages. 
'.,Tne complaints of Afiatic travellers againft a camel driver, 
aré ‘not, lefs frequent than thofe of marine paffengers in our 
country, againft the mafter of a fhip, and oftentimes with the 
like want of.juft-caufe. Men under reftraint and deprived of 
accuftomed SIRES, become anvenronabie in their defires 
; and 
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and fretful from the natural difappointment of vain wifhes. Tie 
crofs incidents which their fituation neceflarily produces, ai} 
“which a dégree of fkilk might qualify, are often outrageorily 
afcribed to their conductor. This preliminary though filitat. 
ing againft myfelf, 1 thought but honeft to the exhibition of 
certain charges againft Ali the kafilah director. The firft thews, 
that having bargained with this Mahometan, on the ‘payment 
of a ftipulated fum, for a conveyance to Turfhifh, he at the 
firft halting place laid me under a contribytion, on a pretence 
of the extraordinary weight of my baggage, “though he well 
knew, that the equipment of a mendicant, could not have been 
more flender. This demand was no fooner adjufted, than he 
commenced another attack, not on- my purfe, though that was 
weak, but on my fame, which was vulnerable all over. 

Aux feeing me generally addreffed by the title of Hadji, and 
treated with a marked civility, was much mortified, and be. 
gan to fap the importance 1 had obtained. He whifpered to 
fome of thofe with whom I affociatedy: that I; was no Huadgi, 
nor even one of the true faith. They exprefled great furprize - 
at this information, but blamed him for the difclofure, nor did 
they ever ‘commuuicate the {tory to the other paffengers, or abate 
in their former attention. 

On the 2yth, at Charfooreh, feven furfungs, a ftation in an 
uninhabited country, and fupplied with one well, whole water 
was barely fufficient for the fupply of our party. 

On 
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On the goth, at Turfala, three and a half farfungs, a fta- 
ti ; in the defert, near a well of brackifh water. 

\On the rt of December, at Kauft, feven furfungs, a populous, 
and uisthis country a large village, which maintains a moderate 
trafick with Herat, Mufchid, and Turfhifh. Markets and public 
fhops being only {een in the cities and principal towns of Perfia 
and Afghaniftan, travellers are obliged to apply for provifions to 
the houfekeepers, who are often unable to provide the required 
quantity. Though Kauff is a village of note, bread in no part 
ef it is publickly vended, and having occafion for a three days 
fupply, I advanced the required price to a Perfian, who, after 
keeping me in waiting till midnight abfconded. Bread and the 
cheefe of fheeps milk, when procurable, was my common fare; 
which, with a water beverage, gave me a vigor and ftrength 
equal to the daily fatigue I incurred. And when the incle- 
mency of the, weather is econlidered, and how broken his reft 
muft be who is carried on the back of the rougheft paced ania 
mal that moves, thruft alfo into a crib not half his fize, and 
» ftunned by the Ioud clamours of the drivers, you muft grant 
that no ordinary texture of conftitution is required to accoms 
pany. the kafilahs in northern Perfia. 

Havine witnefled the robuft activity of the people of this 
country and Afghaniftan, I am induced to think, that the hu- 
inan body may fuftain the moft Iaborious fervices, without the 
aid of animal food. The Afghan whofe fole aliment is bread, 

curdice 
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curdled milk and water, inhabiting a climate which often pr¢= 
duces in ‘one day, extreme heat and cold, fhall undergo c& 

~ much fatigue, and exert as much ftrength, as the porter of 
London, who copioufly feeds on flefh meat and ale; nur, is 
he fubjeé&t to the like acute and obftinate diforders, It is a 
well known faét, that the Arabs of the fhore of the Red Sea, 
who live with little exception on dates and lemons, carry bur- 
thens of fuch an extraordinary weight, that its {pecific men 
tion to an European ear, would feem romance. 
On the 3d of December, at Ruee, four and a half furfungs, 
a populous village, where a fall of {now produced a change on 
the face of the land, to which I had been long a flranger. 
Halted on the 4th, on account of the infpection of fome goods 
which had been damaged by the weather. Three Perfians with 
myfelf occupied the lower part of a windmill, which our joint 
endeavours to defend from the cold, were wholly ineffectual ; 
yet my companions feemed little affected by it. They were 
horfemen, and having no attendants, weré obliged to clean their 
cattle, and go in {earch of forage, fuel and provifions ; thefe offices 
they performed with alacrity, nor did they once fhrink from 
the boifterous drifts of fhow and a north wind that, I veuily 
believe, malt have {wept every mountain-top in Tartary. My 
body, which a refidence cf many years in India, had greatly re. 
faxed, and a recent ficknefs enfeeblhd, was open to every touch 


of thofe i1ude blafts, and I faw with mortification a noith Bri+ 
ton, 
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son, fercening himfelf from a climate, which imparted vigor to 
fin Afiatic. My affociates had been hoifemen in the feivice of 
Timm Shah, but difgutted at his ill payments, they had etited, 
and were returning to thetr families at Nifhabor. 

On the sth, at Say Day, five and a half furfungs, a fol 
fortified village, whole adjacent lands extending in a valley, 
feemed to be well cultivated. 

On the 6th, at Afhkata, five fuifungs, a fmall fortified vil- 
lage. A guieat quantity of {now fell on our arrival at this 
place, and the weather became fo tempeftuous, that the kafilah 
could not proceed. Our party went into the fort to feek fhel- 
ter, and after ecarneft intreaties, were conducted into a {mall 
daik room, barely capable of defending us againft the ftorm, 
which had now fet in with violence. The inhabitants aware 
of our diftrefs, furnifhed an abundant fupply of fuel, which be- 
came as neceflary to our exiftence- as food ; but when the cold 
was a little qualified, we experienced an urgent want of pro- 
vifions; not an article of which was to be procured at Afhkara. 
This dilemma difmayed the ftouteft of us, and became the more 
alarming fiom the apparently fixed flate of the weather. Yet, 
fuch cordial pleafures are inherent in fociety, that though pent 
up in a dark Hovel, which afforded but a flimfy fhelter againft 
the mounds of: fnow furioufly hurled againft it, our good hu- 
mour with each, other, and an ample fupply of firing, produced 


eheerfulnefs and content, 
ONT. 
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Ons of our affociates who had received a more than ordinary 
education, and had a tafte for poetical literature, amufed us with 
reading Jamis’s ftory of Jofeph and Zuleicha,* which for its fcenes 
of wondrous pathetic adventure, and the luxuriant genius of the 
poet, is happily adapted to foften the rigors of a winter's day. 
Nor was our companion deficient in accompanying the reading 
with that energetic emphafis and deep nafal tone, which in the 
eaft is thought highly ornamental to the recitation of poctiy. 

“As our pleafures and our forrows exift largely in the ima- 
gination, and as at this period, my ideas did not wander beyond 
the circle of my refidence, I felt comforts in my prefent fituation, 
equal pethaps to the enjoyments of the moft refined focieties, 
How often in the fervor of my heart, have I prayed for the 
fortitude which is faid to have actuated the ftoic {chool, that I 
might fhackle, or at leaft qualify the paffions that are continu- 
ally precipitating us into dependance and embarrafiments, and 
eftablifh within myfelf a refource for conduling all the operas 
tions of life. But the wifh was futiles nor would the gratifi- 
cation of it accord with the @conomy of human nature. 

THE inhabitants of Afhkara were now bufily employed in 
commemorating the death of Huffeyn, the fecond fon of Ali, who 
was flain at Karibullah, in the vicinity of Bagdat, where a monu- 


* The Patriarch of Aigypt. Zuleicha is the name g' ven by the Arabians to the 
wife of Potiphar. 
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ment has been erected to his memory, and whither the Schialgs 
nuomeroufly refort, in the firft ten days of the Mahometan month 
Mohurium,* to offer up their prayers... Huffin, the elder brother, 
was poifoned by fome female machinations; but the celebration of 
this event, which is noticed at a different period of the year, does 
not produce that tumultuous lamentation, and often dangerous 
effects which accompany the memory of Huilcyn’s fate. 

A pitcrimaGe to the tomb of Huffeyn, confers the title of 
Karribullahee; which clafles next after the Hadji, and before a 
Mafchidee, an appellation given to thofe who vifit the fhrine of 
Mutfchid. THR pilgrims of Karibullah, make grievous complaints 

of the infults’ arid oppreffion® of the Turks. Yet it would feem 
that perfecution inflames and invigorates their fenfe of this reli- 
gious duty, fo that it is merely rated by the extent of difficulty and 
danger it occurs ; for I have known a Schiah travel from the banks 
of the Ganges, to proftrate himiclf at Hufleyn’s tomb, amidft the 
fcoffs and rigor of the Turks. To’ prevent the Afghans from 
throwing a ridicule on their obfervance of the Mohurrum cere- 
mony, which happened during our halt at Afhkara, the Perfians 
fhut the gate of the fort, and commemorated the day by beating 
their breafts, and chanting in a mournful tone, the praifes of 
Huffeyn. 


* The Mahometan months being Lunar, the fafts obferved in Ramfar and Mo- 
hurrum are moveable. 
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In India, though the proportion of the fect of Ali is fmall, 
and Huffeyn only known but by his name, this occafion never 
fails to excite extravagant tokens of grief and enthufiafm, and it 
often happened, that the mafquerade mourners, impelled by a vio- 
lent agitation of their minds and bodies, and heated alfo by intox- 
ication, commit defperate outrages. But the fact is, that all the 
natives of India, Hindoos, and Mahometans, are wondroufly at- 
tracted by public exhibitions, and thofe of the moft glaring kind. 
Though any external commemoration of Hufleyn’s death is re. 
pugnant to the doctrine of the Soonis, thofe of India cannot refift 
fo alluring an offer of gratifying their love of fhew and noife, 
Many of the Hindoos alfo, in compliance with this propenfity, and 
the ufage of their Mahometan matters, contribute largely to aug- 
ment the Mohurrum proceffions. I have heard Mr. Schwartz, 
the Chriftian miffionary on the coaft of Coromandel, as pious a 
prieft as ever preached the gofpel, and as good a man as ever 
adorned fociety, complain that many of his Indian profelytes, dif- 
- gufted at his churche’s want of glitter and buftle, take an early op- 
portunity of going over to the Popifh communion, where they are 
congeitially gratified by the painted fcenery, by relics, charms, and 
the blaze of fire-works. From Schiahs and Soonis, Proteftants 
and Roman Catholics, I am forcibly brought to the bufinefs of 
the day. It is the roguery of a camel-driver, on whom, fhould 
you ever travel in Perfia, never put your faith. Ali now gravely 
informed me, that he meant to proceed on the next day towards 

T 2 Nitha- 
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Nifhabor, but that he would provide a conveyance for me to Ture 
fhifh on an afs. It was in vain to talk of engsgements, the injutuce 
of forfeiting them, or the fum I had advanced; and had not one of 
my alleciates pledded my caufe with a fpiit that intimidated him, 
Ali would have laughed at my pka. 

On the roth, the ftorm having abated, the kafilah moved be-~ 
fore day-bieak, and artived in the evening at Hoondeabad, fix and 
a half furfungs, a {mall village, fituate in a well cultivated plain, 
watered by many rivulets. Ali, with an ill grace, procured for me 
one fide of a camel, the other being poifed by a bag of rice, con- 
figned to the market of Turfhifh; my companions, who had con- 
tinued to treat me with much kindnefs, proceeded from this fta- 
tion to Nifhabor, which lies about feventy miles to the north-weft 
of Hoondeabad. 

Tue divifion of Khorafan, which has been annexed to the 
Afghan empire, feems to be wholly entrufted to the management 
of Perfians, who though a conquered people, live in the enjoy~ 
ment of every right, civil or religious, which could have been 
granted to them under their own princes. We met a party this 
day, returning from the army which Timur Shah had fent to be- 
fiege Mufchid. This city, on which depends a {mall tract of ter- 
ritory, is governed by Shah Rock, a grandfon of Nadir Shah, and 
I believe,,the only branch of that prince’s family now in exiftence. 

Suau Rock is the offspring of Mirza Kuli, the eldeft fon of 
Nadir Shah, by a daughter of the Sultan Hufleyn, who was driven 

from 
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om t he throne of Perfia by Mahmoud the Afghan. After Nadir’s 
death,* the empire fell to the poffeflion of Ali, his nephew, who 
cut off all the defcendants of Nadir, except Shah Rock then a 
youth, whom he intended to raife nominally to the throne, fhould 
the Perfians fhew any ftrenuous oppofition to his government. 
But being in a fhort time after his acceflion, encountered by his 
brother, who by liberal donations had collected a ftrong force, 
Ali was defeated and taken prifoner in the field. Ibrahim, though 
at «the head of a numerous army, and pofleffi ng the fouthern pro» 
vinces of the empire, faw the impractibility offigtaiping the do: do- 
minion of Perfia, whilft Shah Rock, who was ftich beloved in 
Khorafan, held the city of Mufchid, where a large portion of the 
treafures of Nadir were depofited. : 

Tuar he might the better fucceed in his defign of feizing the 
perfon of Shah Rock, his only rival, he declared this prince, by 
a lineal defcent from Nadir and the race of Sofi, to be the right- 
full heir of the kingdom, and by public deputation invited him to 
Ifpahan, that he might there be invefted with the diadem of his 
anceftors. The adherents of Shah Rock, averfe from entrufting 
him to fo powerful and fufpicious a charge, made an advan» 
tageous ufe of Ibrahim’s profelfions, by inftalling with the ne- 





ceflary ceremonials, the young prince at Mufchid. Ibrahim, 


* Nadir Shah was affaflinated at the age of fixty ycars, nea: Mufchid, in the 
month of June, 1747: 
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baffled in the defign of drawing Shah Rock to Ifpahan, caufed 
himfelf to be proclaimed king, and proceeded to reduce the 
chiefs of Khorafan, But {quandering his treafures by an in 
difcriminate profufion, and having difgufted his troops by an 
injudicious choice of officers, he was betrayed by them, and to- 
gether with Ali, then his prifoner, delivered to the minifters of 
Shah Rock, who put the brothers to deaths 

. Asour this Period appeared, it is faid, a defcendant of the. 
ancient Sofi faniily, who had efcaped the maflacre of the tines, 
and improving to his purpofes the diftraction of the kingdom 






2 a young prince, he fuborned, by a largefs, 
Give cpre omifes, . ‘a party in the court of Mufchid, and 
having proeured at a fecret hour admittance into the palace of 
Mutchid, he feized the perfon of Shah Rock and deprived him 
of fight. The act was foon punifhed by the death of the 
perpetrator ; but Shah Rock, cut off by this calamity from the 
hope of emp, ig Fonte to,remain at Mufchid, in the 
poffeitio ion of a very*limitted revenue. 

He has two fons, Nadir Mirza, and Wulli Neamut, who 
are waging againft each other an inveterate predatory war. 
‘Waal, Neamut being driven from the city, has collected a body 
of cavalry, which in Khorafan are ever ready to rove in queft 
of plunder, and are at this time levying a general contribution on 
every village, karavan, and traveller, within his power or reach; 
not {paring even the pilgrims. After an ineffectual effort to 
enter 
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~ enter the city, he folicited the afiftance of Timur Shah, who 
fent a fmall army to join him and befiege Mufchid. But their 
knowledge of ajtillery is fo limited, that the Afghans after the 
campaign of a year, have only been enabled to fieighten the 
fupplies of the befieged. 

Wuen the extenfive conquefts of the Afghans in Perfia are 
confidered, the {pacious empire which they have fo recently 
founded, and’ their. general reputation for military piowefs, I 
felt” a fenfible difappoiutment at feeing shew. armies, compoful of a 
tumultuous body, withont.@r depOr Col adil fei lit i It is (een, 
however, that they were good foldiers ‘nider Ahmed Shah, who 
himfelf, a prince of confpicuous military talent and a difcerning 
“patron of mevityinge? grapowered: to give his troops that force, 
which they conftitutionally ‘potfefs.” Yet’ even under this’ famed. 
leader, the Afghans, impetuous, and haug ty from the ferti 3F 
their government, were never an obedient foldiery ; dnd “the- fevere: 
encounters which Ahmed Shah experienced from the Sicques, * 
when he ultimately evacuated the Punjab, are attributed to the 
defertion of his troops, who already eniiched — of 
India, retired in large-bodies to their own courte ee 

Tuoveu far fhott of the opinion I tad forttied ee it, the Af- 
ghan army is much fuperior to that of Perfia at the prefent day, 
who long deprived of a monarch, and fubje&ted either to a forcign. 





yoke or the precarious authority of petty chieftains, have loft with 
their patriotifm the {pirit of enterprize, Ic appears-that the Per- 
fians, 
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fians have been ever ill acquainted with the ufe of fire arms, and -~ 
that their grand fuccclies were obtained by the formidable onfet of | 
their cavalry. Little other proof indeed is required of their want 

of fkill, than a review of Nadir’s long fiege of Bagdad, which, 
though a fortification of mean tenability, baffled all his efforts. 
The matchlock-picce is the common weapon of a Perfian foot fol- 
dier, except in the province of Audcibeijan, and in fome parts of 
Shirvan:and Dhaghiftan, where the ufe of the fpiing lock mufquet 
has beeri adopted from the Thiks; but the ridicule which ‘has 
been thrown on this practife by the body of the people, will pro- 
bably long 4 ig its geyeral introdugtion, The feverity of the 

V iwinjtér” ‘feafohig Ae bon jliged the Afghan army to retire into | 
quarters, ‘and. ee a temporary relief to the inhabitants of 
Mufchid, who began to feel a want of provifions. 

Tue young chief of this city, in defiance of the reprefentations 
of his clergy, has coined into current fpecie fuch of thofe orna- 
‘ments with which the oftentatious zeal of the Schiahs had for two 
centuries been decorating the tomb of Mooza Beza, as had been 
preferved from former depredations. Even Nadir, the avowed foe 
of priefthood, made his offering at the fhrine of Mufchid. But 
his defcendant fearing that the whole fabric would fall into the 
unhallowed hands of his enemies, has wifely facrificed a part, to 
prevent a total deftruction. Yet his efforts will probably be fruit- , 
lefs ; for if the Afghans return to the fiege, they will dctive a con- 
fiderable aid from the low ftate of the Mufchid treafury, which I 

am. 
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am informed is nearly confumed. While the priefts inveich 
with fufficient acrimony againft the facrilegious feizure of Na- 
dir Mirza, there is no limit to their invetives againft his bro. 
ther, on whom they deprecate the fevereft divine vengeange, for 
calling in the inveterate foes of their religion, to the deftrulion 
of the only facred city left in the poffeffion of the feé& of Ali. 

On the rith, at Fidgeroot, a fmall fort, three and a half 
furfungs, fituate in a cultivated and generally a plain country, 
in whole vicinity are feen many fortified villages, 

On the 12th, at Dochabad, four and a WMalf furfungs, a 
populous open village, protected by an adjoining fort, and dif- 
tinguifhed by a manufacture of raw fik, The diftils of Do- 
chabad form the the weftern boundary of the dominion of Ti- 
mur Shah, which in a direction from Kafhmire to this place,* 
occupy by a grofs computation, a {pace of ——— Britith 
miles. Were this fpacious extent of territory, governed by as 
vigorous and enterprizing a prince, as it is peopled by a brave 
and hardy race of men, the entire conqueft of Perfia would not 
be of difficult attainment. But Timur Shah inherits no por- 
tion of his father’s genius, and his power is feldom feen or 
felt, except fome object of wealth, and of fafe accomplifhment 
be held out to his avarice. The exiftence of the empcror is 


* Tt is to be noted, that fome petty chiefships lying between Kafhmire andthe In- 
dus, are held by independant Afghans. 


Vor. I, U then 


Led FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


then felt, and for the day, dreaded. Here I am checked by a 
fear that thefe opinions may be thought prefumptuous and dog- 
matical, and that from flender opportunities of acquiring infor- 
mation, I have decided with an unwarrantable preremptorinefs 
on the character of a prince, in whofe country I have been but 
amere fojourner. J have only to urge, that the language which 
I have held, is prevalent in the country, and its truth ftrongly 
marked in all the* operations of porsinment which come be- 
fore the public eye, : 

On the 13th, at Koot, fix furfungs, a village dependent on 
the chief of Turfhifh. From the vicinity of Dochabad, a wafte 
extends to this place, on which is neither an inhabitant, or the 
leaft token of vegetation; and it fhould feem that nature had 
interpofed this barren fand to preclude the affaults of war, and 
even difcourage a difpofition to focial intercourfe. To the north, 
extends a lofty chain of mountains covered with fgow,* and 
the other quarters fhe a tragt éF find? “winly marked with 
craggy hills. 

Tue proprietor of the camel on which I rode, had carried: 
me to Koot, his place of refidence, fearing to carry his wares, 
principally compofed of rice, to the town of Turfhith, leaft the ° 
shief fhould take it at an arbitrary price. He told me, that 


* A road leads over thefe mountains to Mufchid, which is faid to be oné hun- 
dred miles north-weft from Turfhifp, and about thirty miles to the northward of 
Nifhabo. 

HIN. 
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his cattle were not deftined for that place, whither I might 
purfie my way in the beft manner I liked, except on his ca- 
mel, The fort of Turfhifh being at no greater diftance than 
two miles, I would have procecded without hefitation, could 
I have carried my baggage, which though of little value, was 
too heavy a load for me. After much intreaty, it was tran. 
{ported at my charge, on the back of an afs,* to the kara- 
vanfera at Turfhifh; there I found every apartment occupied, 
buf the application of a fmall piece of moncy to the gate- 
keeper, who regulates the diftributién of quartersintroduced me 
toa lodging, occupied by only one perfon. The ftranger accofted 
me with evident tokens of joy, obferving, that the folitary life he 
had pafled at Turfhifh, was very tirefome to him, and that he* 
expected a cordial relief from my company. This reception 
was happily adapted to my purpofe, and promifed my Maho-~ 
metan character a fair introduction. It was agreed that a joint 
board flould be kept, that my affociate, yet weak from a late 
ficknefs, fhould prepare the victuals, and that I fhould furnith 
‘he water, and a laborious duty it was, there being no good 
water at a nearer diftance than a mile. 

Here I muft inform you, that this was by no means a 
legrading duty, and is performed by travellers gi a rank much 


*® The Perfian affes aie of a {trong make, and math uled by dealers in finall and or- 
inary wares. J have feen the conveyance of Jarge parties, confifting of thofe ammal-, 
thich appear to be moie active and endure more fatigue than thofe of England. 


U2 fupe- 
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fuperior to that Iheld, and alfo that few travellers in this coun- 
try of whatever condition exhibit any appearance of wealth, fear- 
ing the oppreflions of government, and the licentious exactions 
of the toll gatherers. Even men of opulence do not carry a 
fervant. 

Parviousty to the commencement of a*journey, focieties 
are formed at the place of rendezvous, where the different offices 
are alloted to cach; the moft robuft generally provide the water ; 
fome are employed in the kitchen, while others go in queft of jfro- 
vifions and provender for the cattle. Should no prior opportunity. 
have. offered to fix fuch a fcheme, it is adjufted on the firft halting 
day, and preferved on a cordial footing throughout the journcy. 
It is not to be inferred that certain attentions are not alfo fhewn 
to‘the men of rank, who attach themfelves to thefe parties. 
When known, and they are foon diftinguifhed, they become by 
common confent exempt from the more laborious occupations, 
and all aged perfons are invariably treated with a refpectful 
indulgence. My prefent companion, whofe name I never knew 
or afked, was overcaft with a fixed melancholy referve; nor,, 
could I extract from him other information, than that he had laft 
come from Afterabad. But he ftudioufly avoided giving me any 
intelligence of the affairs of that province, efpecially of the Ruf- 
fian trade there ‘Which I much defired to know, and of which 
he muaft lave been. informed; and though he feemed to like 
my company or perhaps my afliftance, he foon became to me an, 


unplea- 
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_unpleafant colleague. In a few days, his depaiture to Herat 
left me fole tenant of a dark folitary lodging, with the advan. 
tage, and with the privilege of being unrefervedly admitted into 
the fociety of the karavan(era, as a pure Maliemetan. 

In the courfe of vacancies, I got pofiv‘lion of a more com- 

nodious apartment, in the corner of which I found at firft en- 
trance, a decent looking old man fmoking his pipe. On en- 
quiry it appeared, that he was then whoily at large; but that 
his*ufual fubfiftance arole from vending certain fpells, which 
were powerfully efficacious in conferring every f{pecies of worldly 
happinefs, and confequenily in the preclufion of all evil, Yet 
he was willing to fhut up his book, he faid, fhould any other 
profpect of maintainance he held out. This being the perfon I 
was in fearch of, I made him a cordial tender of my affiftance, 
and invited him to a participation of my fare. The offer came 
to him, poor man, at a convenient feafon. It was now the depth 
of winter, and he honeftly confeffvd to me, that his charms had 
fo bad a run at Turfhiih, that even a feanty meal was earned’ 
with difficulty. 

Tue mollah, which was the title he had derived from his 
profeffional fkill, with a natural good temper, had acquired an 
accommodating difpofition ; he was all things to all men; and 
he found a full exercife of thofe qualities during our aflocia~ 
tion. The little regularity 1 obférved in our domettic fyitem,, 
efpecially in the hours of eating, was fubject of frequent com- 

plaint 
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plaint to the mollah, who applied to the bufinefs of the kitchen, 
in which he had attained an eminent proficiency, with an aclive 
attention; nor was Sancho more attached to its produce; and 
he alfo reprehended my difregard to thofe difhes which he moft 
‘favored. His cenfure generally conveyed an ejaculation of fur- 
prize, at the neglect of a concern the moft important to man, 
or at my bad tafte, which he alledged, muft have been vitiated 
in the courfe of my journeying through barbarous countries. 
Havine enjoyed during my acquaintance with this moflah 
fo many conveniencies, and fo pleafing a quiet of mind, I often 
review the fcene with fenfible emotions of pleafure. For my 
ftrength, as well as my fpirits, had been much exhaufted by 
the fatigues of the road, and various moleftations neceflarily 
incident to a traveller of my defcription. The cold being in- 
tenfe and the country covered with fnow, it became expedient 
in the firft inftance, to lay in a ftock of fuel, which is a dear 
commodity at Turfhifh, that we might at leaft communicate 
an external heat to our bodies; for our creed precluded any in- 
terior cordial, nor durft we even mention its name. But we 
were moderately recreated by a wholefome diet, large fires, a 
clean hearth, with plenty of Perfian tobacco, which is of a moft 
excellent kind.* When I have contemplated the progrefs of 


* That produced at ‘Tubbus, a town about one hundred miles to the fouth-weit of 
Turfhifh, is efteemed the beft in Perfia, 


my 
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my aftociate in his culinary occupation, in mixing with care 
and earneftnefs the’ ingredients of a hodge-podge, ftirring it vi- 
goroufly with a large wooden {pvon, blowing and arranging the 
fire, till his eyes were red, I have been prompted to compare 
him to a Pruffian ferjeant, immerfed in the fury and enthutiafn 
of drilling a fquad of recruits, and cudgelling into their bodies 
all the ability of their brains. Nor could one of our minute 
virtuofos have been more inflated with pride at the difcovery of 
a new fpecies of fnail, than the mollah, in demonftrating the 
qualities of fome favorite difh, 

Tue excellent fervices of my companion now left me at 
liberty to walk about the town, collect information, and frequent 
the public baths. In the evening we were always at home, 
when the Mollah at the conclufion of our meal, cither read af 
ftory of Yufuff and Zuleicha which he did but lamely, or open. 
ing his book of fpells, he would expound the virtues of his 
noftrums, which embraced fo wide a compafs, that few difeafes 
of the mind or body could refift their force. They extended from 
recalling to the paths of virtue, the fteps of a frail wife, and, 
filencing the tongue of a fcolding one, to curing chilbains, and 
deftroying worms. His practice he told me, had been more 
extenfive than profitable, being chiefly employed by the lower 
claffes of people; the rich rarely fought his aid. He wes me. 
ditauing, he laid, which I had now obviated, a journey to Maf. 
ehid, where he would have been enabled to pafs the winter, a 

{calon 
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feafon always of anxious care to him; as for the fummer, he 
never beftowed a thought on it. 

Tue duty of religion fat rather loofely on the mollah, for 
out of the five daily prayers,* he ufually ftruck off four, and 
on many days the omiffion was total. But obferving that I was 
yet more relaxed, he would gravely cenfure my negligence; not 
that I was degraded in his opinion, but it was neceflary, he 
faid, to maintain a decorum of manners, that the people of 
the karavanfera might not make unfavourable remarks. “The 
fpirit and tendency of the mollah’s obfervation, when impar- 
tially confidered, difclofes the grand tenure by which the reli- 
gion of Mahomet is at this day held. It is on the daily reci- 
tal of five prayers,{ wafhing as often, and a reftriétion from a 
ceftain food, that the Mahometan builds his hope of Paradife. 
And the reputation of fuch a perfon, in Perfia, is equal to that 
of our men of virtue, honor, and humanity. Even to that of 


our man of fafhion. 


* The firft, a fhort one, is faid hefore the break of day, the fecond on the earlieft 
appearanee of light, a period ufually denominated the Wokt Nemaz, or time of prayer, 
the third about two hours before fun-fet, the fourth at the clofe of the evening, this is 
alfo termed the Wokt Nemaz, and the fifth in the courfe of the night. The fecond 
and fourth prayers are moft regularly obferved. 

+ Lhave feen grave long bearded Mahometans, retire a few fkeps from the exhibi- 
tion of a lafcivious dance, and in the fame apartmnnt kneel to their prayers, which haf- 
tily muttering, they returned to the amufement. 


On 
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On the other fide, he that fhall neglect thefe ccremonies, 
though he may execute to an ample extent, the duties of a good 
citizen, is branded with the gencral mark of contumely; and 
fhould his condition of life not be fufficiently eminent to 
command refpeét, he is cut off from many of the benefits of fo- 
ciety. That I may point out to you more fpecifically the opi- 
nion of a Mahometan on the effential efficacy of forms, I am in- 
duced to relate an obfervation of the mollah. In fpeaking of 
am Afghan, who had himfelf accefs to the karavanfera by an 
agrecable and friendly difpofition, he faid, that he willingly fub- 
{cribed to the compafs of his moral merits, but was forry to 
{ce them vitiated by offering up his prayers with folded *hands, 
Does it not aftonifh you, that the mind of a creature fo ex- 
quifitely formed by the great lord of nature, fhould have be. 
come fo ftrongly fettered by the fhackles of prejudice, fhould have 
formed ideas fo derogatory of his infinite benevolence, as to be 
fearful of approaching his altar but in certain pofitions and flec- 
tions of the body. 

TRAVELLING once with fome Perfians on a fultry day, and 
over an ill watered country, the party unexpectedly approached a 
fmall ftream, where haftily difmounting, I drank a cup of water 
with avidity, one of the Perfians who ftood near me, cryed out in 
an carneft tone, while I was finifhing the draught, to referve a little 
in the bottom of the veffel, and throw it on the ground with an 

Vou. II. x eXCCIite 
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execration on the memory of Yezid.* On feeing that not a drop 
remained, he viewed me with evident marks of deteftation, and 
pronounced me a kaufir. But Perfia has long loft her men of 
genius and philanthrophy. The day of Ferdoufi, Sadi, and Hafiz, 
is fet in barbarous darknefs; and little elfe is now written or 
Iiftened to, except the legends of priefts, or the chimerical exploits 
of the twelve Imaums, which nearly quadrate in ftyle and matter 
with our renowned nurfery hiftories of Tom Thumb, or Jack the 
Giant-killer ; though with a more pernicious effect; for the Pes 
fian writings ftrongly tend to eternife amongft them a rancorous 
hatred to all thofe of a different creed. 

Iv#is recorded that the cotemporaries of Hafiz, were fo much 
offended at his bold difquifitions on the religion of the Koran, 
and Witty ftri€tures on the loofe conduct of the clergy, that at 
his death, they hefitated to perform the ufual obfequies. Yet 
the later Perfians have not only acquitted Hafiz of any charge 
of irreligion, though almoft every page of the poet refutes the 
pofition, but they affert, that under the cloak of his fportive 
pleafurable exhortations, he defcribes the excellency of their 
faith, and the future happinefs of pious Mahometans. 

Waite the mollah and I were enjaying the comforts of a 


commodious apartment, and favoury meffes, made in rotation 


® The chief who flew Huffeyn the fon of Ali. 
of 
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of beef, mutton, and camels flefh, on a fudden, every room of 
the karavanfera was tuwultuonfly filled by a large body of pil- 
grims * from the fhrine of Mufchid, What an exuberance of 
zeal muft. have animated thefe devotees! which neither fo dif- 
tant and perilous a journey could deter, or the inclement feafon of 
the year cool. The prefent winter was accounted more rigorous 
than had been for fome years remembered, particularly in the 
quarter of Mufchid and Nifhabor, where two of thefe pilgrims 
Ifad perifhed in the fnow, and others had loft their limbs by the 
feverity of the froft. 

In that band, which rufhed into our apartment, was a perfop 
who feemed to take the avowed Icad ; he was better equipped than 
his affociates, and wore on his head the infignia of a hadji;+- a 
pilgrim, who fupplied the place of a fervant, began to reconnoitre 
the room, and as foon as he had noticed its fituation, he diflodged 
without ceremony, and with much facility from one of its corners, 
the very portable chattels of our poor mollah; and in the voice of 
authority, declared the place affigned to the ufe of the hadji, whom 
he reprefented to be of fuperior'rank and importance, 

Tue hadji took his feat with a folemn air, and looking haugh- 
tily around, he threw his eye on me, and immediately afked, or 
rather demanded my name and bufinefs. The queftion was con- 


A 


* They were chiefly inhabitants of Tabriz, the ancient Taurus, I believe, a town 
in the province of Anderbeijan. 
+ In Perfia it is a ftrip of cloth commonly green, rolled on the edge of the cap. 
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veyed in a manner which fully evinced the power of the interro- 
gator; indeed I quickly faw, from the party’s deference to his, the 
neceflity of obferving a refpeétful conduct to this fuperb Ma- 
hometan. J told him that I was an Arab, travelling to Muf- 
chid; but judge of my confufion, when the hadji began to fpeal: 
in my fuppofed language. Endeavouring to fupprefs my embar- 
raflment at fo complete a conviction of falfity, I obfeived, thaz 


T had affumed the name of an Arab, for the purpofe of trayel- 
ing with more fafety; but that I was a native of Kafhmie, 


proceeding on a mercantile concern to Mazanderan. Such fto« 
ries, which in the eaft may be defcribed by the fmoother term, 
fimulation, are in common ufe among Afiatic travellers ; and un- 
lefs other teftimony corroborates their relations, little credit is 
given, nor is much expected. It is fufficient that their true ftory 
remains concealed. 

Tus emendation of my account, produced no apparent fur- 
prize, nor any further interrogation ; and from the mode of the 
hadji’s behaviour, it was evident that I had not fuffered in his 
opinion. The laft year of my life had been occupied in an in- 
varied fcene of difguife, with a language wholly fabricated to pie- 
ferve it; fo that, God torgive me, I never wanted a ready tale tor 
current ufe. Ihave now only to hope, that when it may be ne 
longer expedient to fupport the part hitherto fo fuccefsfully main- 
tained, I fhall be enabled to throw off the cloak with all its garni- 


ture for ever. The hadj: was a refident of Balfrofh, the principal 
town. 
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town of Mazanderan, where he maintained a confiderable traffic ; 
he had joined the Tabrez pilgrims at Mufchid, and was now on 
the way back to his own province, The occafion of accompany- 
ing this party was not to be foregone; as few roads aic of more 
dangerous paflage, than that from Turfhith to the Cafpian fea, 
and confequently not much frequented. The hadji, to whom I 
applied for a paflage to Balfrofh, affected to lay various obftacles 
in my way, and feeing my anxiety to proceed, he made his bargain 
conformably, that is, he ftipulated for a double amount of the 


ufual hue, 





Tue territory of Turfhifh, which takes in about ——— 
miles from caft to weft, and nearly half that fpace in latitudinal 
direction, is held by Abedullah, an independant Perfian chief; he 
feems to be forty years of age, has a refpectable appearance, and 
affumes that air of gravity which flrongly pervades the manneis of 
the higher clafies of Mahometans. His adminiftration is well 
liked by the people, who fcem to aét and fpeak very much at 
their eafe. Paflengers are never interrogated, nor is a paffport 
required. 

Apyornine to old Turfhifh, called alfo Sultanabad, which is 
of {mall compafs, and furrounded with a wall, Abedulla has built 
a nw town, in an angle of which ftands the karavanfera, the only 
one I have feen in Perfia, which is not interioily fupplied with 
water. The chief and his officers refide in the new quarter, where 
is allo held the matket, which tne innabitants fay, has not been 

fo 
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fo well fupplied, fince the Afghan troops have laid wafte the” 
diftriéts of Mufchid, and thereby impeded the traffic of this quar~ 
ter of Khorafan. 

“Tur trade of Turfhith, arifes chiefly from the import of in- 
digo and other dyes from the weftward, woollen cloths, and rice, 
which is {cantily produced in this vicinity, from Herat. And 
the chief article of export feems to be iron, wrought in thick 
plates. The fmall quantity of European cloths required at Tur- 
fhifh, is brought from Mazanderan, by the way of Shahroot, or 
from Ghilan, by the way of the great road of Yezd. About 
one hundred Hindoo families from Moultan and Jeffilmere, are 
eftablifhed in this town, which is the extreme limit of their 
emigration on this fide of Perfia; they occupy a quarter in which 


no Mahometan is permitted to refide, and where they conducted , 


bufinefg without moleftation or infult: and I was not a little 
furprized to fee thofe of the Bramin fect, diftinguifhed by the 
appellation of Peerzadah, a title which the Mahometans ufually 
beftow on the defcendants of their prophet. Small companies 
of Hindoos are alfo fettled at Mufchid, Yezd, Kachan, Cafbin, 
and fome parts of the Cafpian fhore; and more extenfive 1o- 
cieties in the different towns of the Perfian Gulf, where they 
maintain a navigable commerce with the weftern coaft of India, 
Tue departure of our kafilah now drawing near, the hadji pur- 
chafed a horfe for my conveyance, with the money which I had 
advanced; but not thinking my weight and baggage a fufficient 
burthen 
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~burthen for the animal, by no means a robuft one, he added two 
heavy parcels of dying ftuffs, on which I was to be feated. This 
was the moft rapacious Mahometan I had yet known ; not fatis- 
fied with the firft extortion, he urged me without intermitlion, for 
ajoan of money, even the moft trifling fum; in other words, he 
wanted to cheat me. ‘There are, I believe, few {uch men amongft 
us as Hadji Mahomet. He had the reputation of being an opulent 
merchant, and he was conneéted with perfons of the firf rank in 
hts country ; his deportment was grave and dignified ; his manners 
in common intercourfe were fo forcibly infinuating, that he never 
failed to pleafe, even thofe who knew and had experienced his ill 
qualities ; he had, on the oftenfible {core of devotion, made pil- 
grim ges in Arabia, Turkey, and Perfia; he prayed with unde- 
viating regularity five times in the day, befides a long roll of fu- 
pererogatory orifons. Yet this man of property and rank, of po- 
lite manners, and profefled fanéctity, having in vain aimed at a 
larger fum, importuned me in abject language to lend or give bim 
half a crown. But my feelings having become callous, froma 
long affociation, I fuppofe, with thofe who had non-, I was enabled 
to withftand, with intrepid coolnefs, the intreaties of the hadji, 
who feemed to take the rcfufal nothing amifs; indeed I ima- 
gine, he accounted me a perfon of difcretion, and converfant in 

the bufinefs of the world. 
Tuat I might the better guard againtt a fufpicion of the cha- 
yacter I ieprefcated, efpecially in the mind of the hadji, who to 
his 


io) 
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is other acquirements united infatiable ingu’ fitivenefs, I tol hdim-—— 
that 1 was a Sooni, imagining that the low cflimation in which 
this fect is held in Perfia, would prevent further notice. The 
hadji did not approve of this charaéter, which was rarely feen, 
and much abhorred in this pait of the country; nor would it be 
fafe for a Sooni, he faid, to travel in the fociety of Schiah pilgrims, 
who elevated by their late purification at Mufchid, would aflume a 
metit from infulting and ill treating me. 

By the council of Hadji Mahomed I became a Schiah, and 
was received among the pilgrims without,a fcruple. It was, be- 
lieve me, with no little concern, that I paited from the mollah, 
who had been to me an ufeful as well as a pleafant companion ; 
and in the unreferved intcrcourfe which had for fome days fub- 
fifted between us, I experienced a pleafure, the more fenfible, as 
my fituation before had been folitary and irkfome. In his deal- 
ings, I found him punctually honeft, for conceiving an attach- 
ment to this harmlefs conjuror, I ufed to make enquiries at the 
places where he made his purchafes for me, but never difcovered 
a falfe charge. 

On the morning of the 28th of December, left ‘Turfhith, and 
about nd@h arrived at the village of Killeelabad, two and a half 
furfungs. Our party confifting of about fix or feven perfons, the 
Tubrez having not yet joined, halted at a {mall karavanfera, where 
being plentifully fupplied with fuel by one of the villagers, “to 

whora 
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“whom our hadji was known, we pafled a cold fnowy night very 
comfortably, 

On the 2gth, at Iadjiabad, a fmall fort, three furfungs. 
When the chief of this place was informed that Hadji Mahomed 
was our leader, for though of a diftant province, he was well 
known in Khorafan, we were invited to the fort, and hofpitably 
entertained. 2 

Tus day my horfe gave many tokens of inability to fupport 
the heavy burthen that had been Jaid upon him. He eat little, 
fweated much, and often ftumbled. In one of his inclinations, I 
was thrown from my clevated feat with a violent fhock, and 16¢- 
ceived a violent contufion on the hand, Inftcad of expreffing any 
concern at the difafter, the hadji fharply reprehended my want 
of fkill, and predicted ill fuccefs to my undertakings. 

Ar Hadjiabad the pomegranates are of a delicious flavor, a 
property indeed of this fruit in moft parts of Perfia, It has a thin 
foft fkin, and contains a large quantity of juice, than which no- 
thing in hot weather, or after fatigue can be more grateful, 
There is a {pecics of the pomegranate, in Perfia and alfo in Af- 
ghaniftan, whofe granules are without feed, called the @edana 37 
it is of a fuperior kind, and generally fcarce. 

Qn the goth, at Nowblehuckum, three furfungs, a large and 


populous village, where our party was joined by the Tabrez pil- 


* Th’s word in the Peific, fienifies withoyt-fetd. 
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grims. From Turfhith to this place, the general direction of the 
road, lay about weft; the country is open and well cultivated, but 
like the eaftern divifion of Khorafan, fcantily fupplied with wood 
and running water. At this place, ny endeavour to procure a ftock 
of wheat bread, to fupport me during a three or four days journey 
over a defert, which lay in the road, was wholly fruitlefs. The 
number of applicants for a like provifion was fo great, and their 
arguments from the late meritorious fervice they had performed, 
was fo much more efficacious than mine, that I was obliged to reéft 

fatisfied with a few bailey cakes. 
Buine thrown by a fort of chance, for the two laft days, into 
the company of a Ghilan feid, who had been making the pilgri- 
mage of Mulchid, we agreed after a fhort preliminary, to place in 
a common ftock our provifions and good offices. Man you know 
of all created beings, is the leaft fitted, and the leaft defirous to live 
alone. It is true, that if not funk by vice, or fafcinated by diffipa~ 
tion, he will occafionally fly from the fatigues of bufinefs, the rapid 
hurry of crowds, and feeking the fhade of retirement, folace and 
exercife his intellectual facultics. But when he has breathed out 
his day of contemplation, he is often feen returning from the 
world he fled from, with a fond folicitude. It is not tor me to 
expatiate on the pleafures and ufes of fociety, the fubject has for 
ages fallen under the moft extenfive and erudite diicuffion ; nor 
can the pen of a journalift give it additional luftre. I will now 
only obfeive, that after a tedious fatiguing journey, it was with a 
high 
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Livh relifh, I fat down to a homely meal with this feid, whofe re- 
mirks and fingular opinions on the fubject of religion, never failed 
to cive amufement and information. 

Qn the g1ft, at Durroona, feven furfungs, a {mall village, fi- 
tvate near the weftern boundary of the territory of Abcdullah, the 
road led in a wveftern direétion through a barren country. In 
crofling a fteep + + let, during this day’s journey, my horte precipi- 
tated me with th. hadji’s bags of dye into the middle of it, where we 
were difcovered lying by this now enraged Mahometan. He fmote 
his beard until his anger found utterance, when he poured on mea 
torrent of abufe, and charging his ill fortune to my {candalous omif- 
fion of the {tated prayers of a Muflulman, he declared that I fhould 
indemnify the lofs of his paint to the laft farthing. 

On the rft January, 1784, having travelled eight furfungs, 
through a defert, which was interfperfed with low hills and a 
thin {cattering wood, we halted on an eminence, where the fnow 
which covered it, fupplied our water. My horfe became fo much 
cnfeebled, that he was unable to carry me with the other part 
of his load; and I fhould have been left on the ground, had 
not fome of the paflengers who were apprized of the extraor- 
dinary fam which 1 had paid for hire, warmly expottulated with 
the hadji on the injultice of his conduét; fomewhat abathed at 
‘he remontftrance, and fearful peihaps of a more general attack 
nthe many weak fides of his character, the badji procured a 

orfe, from a peifon who was proceeding two ftages on our road, 


ye and 
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and who for a fmall gain, confented to difmount and incur an 
exceffive fatigue.  - 

Tue domeftic affociate of Hadji Mahomed, having feen his 
patron treat me with neglect, and often with rudenefs, thought 
that he might with impunity indulge a like fpirit; but feeing 
no reafon to fhew him the refpect which I obferved to the hadjt, 
I was provoked this evening to give him a fart chaftifement, 
and in the Englifh manner; a {pecies of attack as novel to him 
as it was efficacious, and which furprized the pilgrims, who be- 
ftowed on me a general applaufe. In this occurrence, you will 
perceive the effential advantages of my Mahometan character: for 
in my real.one no affront, however infolent, or opprobrious could 
have warranted any active refentment; the only refource would 
have been a filent patience; it is indeed often neceflary to afluage 
the offender’s wrath, to avert a further outrage. The penalty that 
would probably be inflicted on a Chriftian, hardy enough to lift his 
hand in this part of Perfia, againft a Mahometan, would be a heavy 
fine or fevere corporal punifhment. 

Tue Armenians who vifit moft of the quarters of weftern Afia, 
are feldom feen on this road, dreading equally the inimical difpo- 
fition and inveterate prejudices of the inhabitants to all thofe of 
a different faith, and the ineurfions of the Turkoman Tartars. 

On the ad, at Towrone, five furfungs, a {mall fortified village, 
fituate in the diftiicts of Ifmael Khan, an independant chief, who 
alfo claims the dejert, extending from Deronne to this place; nor is 


it. 
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Jt probable that the property will ever be difputed, Many travellers, 
it is faid, have perifhed in this track, from the intenfe heats and a 
fearcity of water, which in the courfe of the firft ftage, is procured 
but in one fpot, by digging {mall wells, 

We learned that a party of fifty Turcoman horfe, had yefter~ 
day pafled under the walls of Towrone, in the way to their own 
country. Thefe fierce free-booters who wage a common war on 
the Perfians, enflave as well as plunder thofe who fall into their 
hahds. ‘To prevent an efcape, the captives are-fent into the inte« 
rior parts of the country, where they are employed in tending the 
numerous droves of cattle and horfes, with which Tartary abounds. 
They are alfo occafionally fold to the Kalmucks, the oft rude and 
favage of all the Tartar race,* A flavery with thefé,is fpoken of with 

horror, 


* One of the names of a native of Tartary, in the language of his country, is Tate 
ter and Tattaur. Having often indulged a curiofity in fearching for the etimology of 
Afiatic names, which though not tending to the developement of any important facts, 
may reflect {ubordinate lights, I have been induced to infert fome of them in this place. 

The term, Ferung or Veringhee, a name commonly applied at this day among moft 
of the nations of Afia, except the Chinefe, feems to be derived from Prank, an ap- 
pellation by which the Crufade Chiiftians were indifcriminately defcribed by the i: has 
bitants of Afia Minor. 

Satacen one of the names formerly given to the people of Arabia, may ona ground 
fair enough Le deduced from Sahara, which in the Aiabic, fignifies adefert, and may 
with equal propriety be given to the inhabitant of a barien region, as the term righ» 
Jander, among us, to the refident of a mountainous country ; and | am the more induced 
to adopt the probable truth of this derivation, as it was pointed out to me by the molt 
accurate fcholar (the prefent Archbithop of York) of ou: Country, 
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horror, and accounted worfe than death. The Turconans of this 
day, are a tribe of no important note; and their military opera- 
tions are directed chiefly to the attack of karavans and defencelefs 
villages. They are no longer that great and powerful people 
which produced a Zinjis and a Timur ; the conquerors of Afia, 
whofe pofterity were feen in this country, feated on the moit 
{plendid throne of the world. It is now received as a general pofi- 
tion of hiftory, that thofe immenfe bodies of foldiers which fpread 
over and ultimately fubdued the dominion of Rome, under ‘the 
name of Goths and Vandals, were the Tartars of Bochara, Kheiva 
and the fhores of the Cafpian. The prefent chief of the T'urcoman 
tribe, refides at Bochara, where he keeps a moderate court, and ex- 
ercifes a very limited power. The Tartars of the more eaftern re~ 
gions, the modern conquerors of China, who may be ranged under 
the common defignation of Kalmucks and Monguls, are divided 
into various roving herds,’ and would feem to be no longer a caufe of 
dread to the*fouthern ‘nations of Afia. . 

Preparine this morning to proceed, I could neither find the 
horfe I had ridden yefterday, nor its mafter, who it appeared had 
-proceeded alone an hour before the departure of the party. The 


The Mahometan fubjeéts of the Ottoman enffire, are known in Europe by the 
common name of ‘Turks, which immediately attords with one of the grand deligna- 
tions ufed by the Tartars, who wrefted that region from the Arabian khaliphat. And 
a caufe of a fimilar nature has probably induced many of the Hindoo tradeis, to apply 
the fame denomination to the Mahometans of India, 
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“poad being covered with a deep fnow, it was with great fatigue 
and exertions I could overtake the deferter, who frankly faid, that 
he was apprehenfive of not being paid by the hadji, but, that if I 
would, anfwer for the payment of the hire, I might immediately 
mount his fteed. The adjuftment being fpeedily made, I rode on 
to Towrone; from whence I fent back this fame perfon, on whom 
money had irrefiftible force, to bring the hadji’s tired horfe, which 
I learned from fome of the paffengers, was fcarcely able to crawl, 
Fearful of being altogether abandoned by Hadji Mahomet, I found 
it neceflary to {peak to him in unreferved language, which was 
ftrongly fupported by a Perfian merchant, whofe notice I had ac~ 
quired, and after much oppofition, became fuccefsful. 

On the 3d, the kafilah halted in a defert, eight furfungs, at a 
fmall ftream, the only water feen in the courfe of this day’s joly- 
ney; the Ghilan feid and I had filled our bottle for mutual ufe, 
and the bread, cheefe, and onions, which fupplied our evening 
meal, giving me a violent thirft, I made frequent applications to 
our water flock. The feid, feeing that 1 had taken more than a 
juft portion, required that the refiduve fhould be referved for his 
eeremonial ablutions. 

Wuite the feid retired to pray, I went in fearch of fuel, 
and returning firft to off quarter, I Haftily dra: k off the re- 
maining water, and again Paros myfelf to wood-cutting, that 
I might not be difcovered near the emp y veffel by my allociate, 
who had naturally an irafcible temper. When 1 fuppofed he 

. : - had 
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had returned from his prayer, I brought in a large load of woody” 
which I threw on the ground with an air of great fatigue, and 
of having done a meritorious fervice. “ Aye,” fays he, “ while 
“ 7 like a true believer have been performing my duty tq God, 
“and you toiling to procure us firing for this cold night, 
 fome hardened kaufir, who I wifh may never drink again in 
«* this world, has plundered the pittance of water which was 
“ fet apart for my ablutions.” He made ftriét fearch among 
our neighbours for the perpetrator of this robbery, as he terrfed 
it; but receiving no fatisfactory information, he deliberately de- 
livered him or them to the charge of every devil in the infernal 
catalogue, and went grumbling to fleep. 

Ow the ath, at Khanahoody, eight furfungs, a fortified and 
populous village, the refidence of Ifmael Khan, who poffefles a 
fmall independant territory in this quarter. The road from 
Towrone, led in a weftern direction, through a defert track, In- 
terfperfed with low and bare hills, 

AxouT three miles to the caftward of Khanahoody, a chain 
of moyntains, of the medium altitude, extends in a north and 
fouth direction, whofe weftern face is confiderably higher than 
that to the eaftward. ‘This branch of hills, which feem to 
have a long fcope, has effected a grand change in the courfe 
of the running waters. The ftreams on the weftern fide, have 
a fouth-weft current, and flow, I imagine, into the Cafpian fea, 
or into the héad of the gulf of Perfia, while thofe on the 

eaftern 
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had returned from his prayer, I brought in a Jarge load of wood 
which I threw on the ground with an air of great fatigue, anc 
of having done a mieritorious fervice. ‘ Aye,” fays he, ‘ whil 
“ T like a true believer nave been performing my duty tq God 
“and you toiling to procure us firing for this cold night 
¢ fome hardened kaufir, who I wifh may never diink again it 
** this wo1ld, has plundercd the pittance of water which wa. 
“ fet apart for my ablutions.” He made ftrict fearch among 
our neighbours for the perpetrator of this robbery, as he terrhec 
it; but receiving no fatisfactory information, he deliberately de. 
livered him or them to the charge of every devil in the inferna 
catalogue, and went grumbling to fleep. 

Ow the 4th, at Khanahoody, eight furfungs, a fortified anc 
populous village, the refidence of I{macl Khan, who poffefles a 
final! independant territory in this quarter. The road from 
Towrone, led in a weftern direction, through a defert track, In- 
terfperfed with low and bare hills. 

AzsourT three miles to the eaftward of Khanahoody, a chain 
of mountains, of the medium altitude, extends in a north and 
fouth dircétion, whofe weftern face is confiderably higher than 
that to the eaftward. This branch of hills, which fcem to 
have a long fcope, has effected a grand change in the courfe 
of the running waters. The ftreams on the weftern fide, have 
a fouth-weft current, and flow, I imagine, into the Cafpian {ca, 
or into the head of the gulf of Perfia, while thofe on the 

ealtern 


FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 7) 


eaftern fide, are probably carried to the more fouthern thores 
of the Gulf. 

From the fummit of the Khanahoody hills, is feen, to the 
weft nd north-weft, a wide extended plain, thickly covered 
with Villages and arable lands; nor does a rifing ground in this 
direClion interrupt the utmoft {cope of the eye. Here I mutt 
note, that this quarter of Perfia has now aflumed its moft un- 
favorable appearance; it being the depth of winter, when little 
vegetation is feen on the ground, and not a leaf on the trees: 
This day died an old man of our party, who had been long 
ailing ; and what was rather fingular, his death happened while 
he was on horfeback, 

On the sth, at Bearjumund, three furfungs, a populous 
village in the diftriéts of Ifmael Khan. Halted orf the 6th, on 
account of the ficknefs of our kafilah director. Two of the 
pilgrims who were carpenters, made a litter for him, which was 
furnifhed with poles like a fedan, and carricd by two mules, 
one of which was yoked before and the other behind the feat, 

On the 7th, at Nafirabad, nine furfungs, a fmall fortrefs 
in ruins, fituate on an eminence. We pafled at about midway 
thraugh two uninhabited villages near each other, Kow and 
Kauff, noted places of rendezvous of the Turkoman_ banditti, 
and flanding on one of the grand’ roads from Perfia into Tar- 
tary. On approaching Nafirabad, I obferved numerous bones of 
a large fize ftrewed on the ground, and which I Iearned were 

Wor. IT, “ the 
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the remains of fome of the elephants of Nadir Shah, who had 
ordered them to be fent into the fouthern provinces, where the 
warmth of climate is better adapted to the health of thofe ani- 
mals: but many of them died on the journey. 

Persia, fince its empire has been rent into pieces, al. faf. 
fered fevere devaftations, and has been grievoufly depopulated. 
The various petty chiefs, who hold themfelves but the rulers of a 
day, are often incited to opprefs the inhabitants, and impofe 
heavy taxes on the merchant; yet thefe exactions might receive 
fome alleviation, did the governors exert any active efforts in de- 
fending their diftricts from the depredations of the Tartars, who, 
even in parties of a hundred, are fcouring the country from Muf- 
chid to the Cafpian fea ; and in the courfe of this laft year, a body 
of them, lefs than a thoufand, had penetrated to the environs of 
Ifpahan. Such acts of unreftrained violence, marked with every 
fpecies of barbarity, will point out fome of the evils, which have 
this day overwhelmed Perfia, which muft remain funk in this in- 
glorious obfcurity, until fome future hero fhall deftroy the prefent 
pigmy race, and raifing the ftructure of a new empire, fhall col- 
le&t its ftrength, and impart to it vigorous action. 

Aut the towns, villages, and even the fmalleft hamlets in 
the northern divifion of Perfia, though but at the diitance of 
half a mile from each other, are furrounded with walls, which 
feem to have been ereficd more as a fhelter againft domedtic 


robbery and private feuds, than the affault of an enmy. In 
confidefing 
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confidering the perpetual alarms, folicitude and machinations, 
which muft neceflarily agitate the inhabitants of this region, we 
are ata lofs, whether to confider them more as objects of re- 
proacll for the depravity of their manners, or of pity, at view- 
ing the ftate of national debafernent, to which they have been 
precipitated by the declenfion of their empire. 

On the 8th, at Shahroot, alfo called Buftan, four furfungs, 
a {mall But populous town. From Nowblehuckum, the road 
lay abou tweft to Towrone, whence it had, I apprehend, a weft 
by north direftion to Shahroot.* The horfe which I had hired 
from the hadji to carry me to Mazanderan, having died this 
day, I was detained on the road to take care of my little 
chattels, which muaft havé béér loft; had not fome of my ka- 
filah acquaintances each conveyed a portion, though their horfes 
were much jaded, 

Passine over a fertile well watered plain, which furrounds, 
to a wide {pace, the town of Shahroot, I came late in the evening 
to the karavanfera, where I found the Ghilan feid in poffeffion of 
an apartment, which he had taken for our joint ufe. The cold 
was here extremely intenfe, and had reached the point, which the 
Perfians with a peculiar force of expreffion, term the Zerb Zim- 
miftan, the ftroke of winter. The fnow fell thickly about us, 


* The Tabrez pilgiims left Shahroot, about five mises to the right or weftward, 
and proceeded towards their own country by the way of Simna and Culbin. 
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and the piercing north wind made every creature fhrink from its 
blaft; nor were there many cordials at hand to qualify thefe, 
1gors, 

Frraino is fearcer here than in any part of Khorafan, ( is of 
a bad quality for fuel, and much of it is of a green wood.” Our 
lodging had no aperture but the door, which the feid, to fcreen 
himfelf from the cold kept fhut; nor could my moft earneft in- 
treaty obtain any opening for the difcharge of the fmoke. The 
only material differences “indeed exifting between us, arofe ffom 
this, and another defpotic arrangement of the feid, which ufed ta 
cause fome warm debates. 

Ir was my bufinefs, heing the thore active member, to pur- 
chafe and bring in fuel, and before day light, to procure water 
and a light to warm the feid, and enable him to perform the ab- 
lution preparatory to prayer, an omiffion of which he would have 
dreaded as the precunfor of fome dire calamity. The feid confented 
to kindle the fire, an office which I could never perform without 
fuffering acute pain in my eyes fiom the {moke. Thus were our 
labours, on principles fair enough, mutually divided; but when 
we came to enjoy the fruits of it, this defcendant of his prophet, 
wrapped in a large cloak made of fheep fkins, would take fo un- 
accommudating a poft at, or rather over our {mall fire, which was 
a manne: embraced by the extened fkirts of his garment, that. 
I received n> warmth; and I fhould not have known that a fire 
Was in the room, but fur a protufion of fmoke. I never ao ale 

ber 
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ber to have fuffered fo much inconveniency from the cold; nor 
could all my wardrobe, heaped at once on my body, keep me 

“Eom fhivering. My anger would often break out to an extreme 
heighs at the feid’s total feizure of the fire-place, and excited very 
impawioned language; but which he never failed to allay, by fer~ 
ting forth, that he was old and infirm, that he had foregone all 
his domeftic comforts, which. were many, to vifit in the depth of 
winter a diftant fhrine, and that in confideration of a deed fo me~ 
yitorious, and alfo of his holy defcent, it was my duty to affift 
and indulge his wants. 

My difpofition towards him, and a knowledge of moft of the 
faéts fet forth, made his arguments unanfwerable ; and in return 
for the furrender of the hearth, J was inyited to Ghilan, where he 
promifed to give mea wife out of his family, and fuitable provi- 
fion for my maintenance. Such was the ordinary refult of our 
bickerings, and it always terded to make the connection more 
cordial. In my little difputes on the road, the feid gave me vigo- 
rous fupport, and when any particular enquiry was made about 
my perfon, which it fometimes produced, he would immediately 
aflert that I belonged to him. I have been received as his fon, by 
thofe who only knew us en paflant; nor did our appearance dif 
credit the belief, for we were naturally of a fair complexion, of 
the fame ftature, with greyith eyes. 

Ar Shahroot we were frequently vifited by a Mazanderan 

fhoc- 
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fhoemaker,* the mott eflerverfcent zealot, that ever counted ° ‘s 


beads or entered a mofque. Having thrown afide his tools ai 4 





committed the fhop to the management of his wife, he ha 
out the greatelt portion of his property on a horfe, and 
koran, and made the grand tour of all the celebrated pilgri- 
mages in Perfia. But he grievoufly lamented that the narrow 
{tate of his fortunes, would not permit a vifitation at the holy 
tomb of his prophet, which only could make his death eafy, 
and his affurance of Heaven well founded. Exclufive of the ér- 
dained prayers, he practifed many of a fubfidiary quality, which 
might be, termed the half notes of fupplication, and thefe were 
inceflantly whined out -with a deép nafal tone, and fometimes 
when his fpirit was violently agitated, he would difcharge them 
with a bellow, as if he meant to batter down the gates of Pa- 
radife by ftorm. 

Turs fhoemaker was a little man, extremely irafcible, and 
theugh immerfed in devotion, he did not fhew the fmalleft re. 
miffion in the management of his temporal concerns. In an 
altercation with the feid, about the adjuftment of a very {mall 
account, not more than three halfpence, a furious conteft arofe 
which terminated wholly in favor of the fhoemaker, his language 
which run with an obftreperous fluency, ftunned and greatly ter- 


* The Perfian fhoemaker is not as in India of the loweft ranks of the people, but 
clafles among the moft reputable tradefmen of his country. 
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vified my companion, who hearing himéelf in a breath called 
Chiiftian, Jew, and Infidel, fled from the combat with precipi. 
tanwy. This faid fhoemaker, by an ill-timed intrufion, had dif- 
covertd me taking fome money out of my purfe; and imme. 
diatel/y retiring, declared to all the people of the karavanfera, that 
the kachmiry, my travelling name at that time, was poffefled of 
a large treafure in gold and diamonds, which he himfelf had f{een. 

Sucu a difcovery in a country governed even by the moft 
falntary laws, might have endangered my property and perfon, 
but in this quarter of the world, where a man’s throat is often 
cut for the fee fimple of his cloak, it placed me in eminent peril. 
But the chain of favorable events, little ftrengthened by my own 
merits, which, had propitioufly conducted me from the banks of 
the Ganges, through many an inhofpitable track, ftill continted 
to lead me on fafely. 

HavinG no important matter to lay before yoy, I muft ex~ 
tend my egotifms, and inform you that Hadji Mahomet, having 
now arrived in the territory of the Mazanderan chief, by whom 
he was favored, threw off all referve; he plainly told me, that 
inftead of ldoking to him for a fature conveyance, I {hould think 
mylel{ fortunate in not being charged with the price of his hore, 
and the damage done to his wares. Secing him equally empowered 
as difpofed to do me an injury, 1 cheerfully cancelled my en 
gagements with him, on the provifo of obtaining his protection 
durin, Ju Journey to Mazanderan. 

SHAI- 
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SHAHROOT, With its independant diftricts including Nafir- 
abad, pertains properly, I believe, to the Khorafan divifion, though 
it now holds of Afterabad,* which with Mazanderan and Ha 
Tirreeb is governed by Aga Mahomed Khan, one of th 





important chiefs» now remaining in Perfia. The town of Shahroot 
is {mall and furrounded in fome parts with a flight earthen wall. 
The houfes from a want of wood are built of unburnt bricks, 
and covered with a flat arch of the fame materials. 

Many people are feen in this vicinity, whofe nofes, fingérs, 
and toes, have been deftroyed by the froft, which is faid to be 
feverer at Shahroot, than any part of Perfia. The principal traf. 
fick : of this *diftriG-atifes ftonr the ‘export of cotton, unwrought 
and in thread, to Mazanderan ; and the returns from thence are 
made in Ruffian bar-iron and fteel, a little broad-cloth, chiefly 
of Dutch manufaéture, copper and cutlery, Sugar, from its high 
price, being rarely ufed by the lower clafs of Perfians, they have 
adapted to its purpofes a fyrup called‘ Sheerah, made of the 
infpiflated juice of grapes; but it feemed to be of an irritating 
and inflammable quality; and moft of them mix with their 
food the exprefled juice of the four pomegranate, which makes 
a high flavored and falubrious acid. 

On the the 17th of January, I joined a cotton kafilah, and 


* Shabroot Jyes about one hundred miles to the eaftward of the town of Afterabad. 
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proceeded to Dhey * Mollah, a {mall walled village, four furfungs. 
The horfe which I had hired at Shahroot was ftrong and well 
“ced, and promifed to be a very valuable acquifition, as a great 
pait of the Mazanderan road, lics over a mountainous country, 
covered with forefts and interfetted by rapid ftreams. 

Avr Dhey Mollah, the feid and I were entertained with cor- 
dial hofpitality ; a benefit wholly afcribed to the inherent and 
contingent virtues of my companion, who from defcent, as well 
as his late arduous pilgrimage, had a twofold claim on the be- 
nevolence of his countrymen. I fhould be deficient indecd, in 
ordinary gratitude, did I not feel the kind offices of this feid, 
whe fmoothed the many inconveniencies which often croffed my 
way, and procured for me accommodations not attainable by com- 
mon travellers. The fruits of this village, fome of which were 
yet frefh, are in great eftimation, particularly the pomegranet, 
which is nat inferior to that of Hadjiabad. This quarter of Per- 
fia produces a variety of vegetables, as cabbages, carrots, peas, 
and turnips; the latter of an excellent kind, and compofes in 
the feafon a principal portion of the food of the inhabitants. 

On the 18th, at Tauck, a fmall fort, five and a half furfungs. 
This day an intenfe froft, which had congealed all the ftanding 
water, kept me fhivering with cold during the firft part of the 
journey. About eight miles to the fouth-eaft of Tauck, ftands 


* Dhey in the Pufic, fignifics a village, 
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on a fpacious plain, the town of Dumgam, whofe lofty mina- 
rets are feen at a great diftance. This plain has become famous, 
in the latter annals of Perfia, for a victory obtained by Naf 
Shah, before the period of his fovereignty, over the Afghan Afhifaff, 
who then held poffeffion of Ifpahan. The battle which was\{e- 
vere but decifive, twelve of thirty thoufand Afghans being it is 





faid, either killed or taken, advanced Nadir high in the eftima- 
tion of Shah Thamas, who was prefent in the aétion. As a dif- 
tinguifhed mark of his favor, and one of the moft honourable; 
which the Perfian princes ufed to confer on a fubject, he per 
mitted Nadir to be denominated the royal flave, by the title of 
Fhamas Kuli.® ~ *. ms i <8 

Ir would afford'me a fenfible pleafure, were I enabled to 
point out to you, any monuments of the former grandeur and 
magnificence of the Perfian empire, which has been feen to run a 
long courfe of glory, and to often combat with fuccefs the legions 
of Rome ; yet where are now the Roman eagles, that were wont to 
ftun the world with the cry of victory ? Where are now the ftecled 
bands of Perfia, who infulted the corfe of a Roman general a: d 
exhibited a captive Czefar, as a gazing ftock to barbarous natioiis ? 
They have been fmote by the deftructive hand of time, which 
points with derifion at their puny race, and at the inftability uf 


- 


* This event which is mentioned in Frazer’s account of Nadir Shah, happened in 
the year 1729. 
human 
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human power, It is in the fouth of Perfia, where the relics of 
its ancient grandeur are to be fought, but even there, the mil 
“SRapen ruins of Babylon and Perfepolis faintly mark the prif- 
tins grandeur and coftly tafte of its princes. 

+Tue upper provinces, though affording the grand fupply of 
brave and hardy foldiers, were rarely vifited by the luxurious mo- 
narchs of Perfia, who dreading the bleak air and barren afpect 
of the north, eftablifhed their refidence in milder climates, whi- 
ther they carried the improvements of knowledge and the refine- 
ments of art. Among the inftitutions beft fitted to give perma- 
nency to the Perfian empire, were it invefted with individual fo- 
vereignty, policy would urge the removal of its capital to Kho- 
rafan, famous for elubuity of ats air, and the military abi- 
lity of its inhabitatits. - Its fituatiow is alfo well adapted for 
checking the ‘incurfions of the Tartar and Afghan nations; and 
it poffeffes a city,* held by the Perfians, in enthufiaftic reve- 
rence. 

IsPAHAN and Shiraz, feated in the centre of a ‘country en~ 
joying a foft ferenity of air, and replete with the various incite. 
ments to luxury, muft foon enervate their inhabitants and pro- 
mote the influence of corruption. The Perfians fay that, Kareem 
Khan, one of the late chicfs of the fouthern provinces, was often 
urged by his officers to carry his arms into Khorafan, a conquelt 


* Mulchid. 
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which would necéffarily have given him the fupreme dominion 
of Perfia; but though brave and enterprizing, he had too long 
indulged in the pleafures of Shiraz, and ufed to palliate his 1: 
luétance to the propofed expedition, by obferving that after fe 
long and dangerous fiege of a fmall fort, nothing would be fownd 
in it, but a few bags of chopped ftraw for his horfe. Yet he 
muft have been aware that Khorafan would have reinforced his 
army with thofe foldiers, who empowered Nadir to expel the Turks 
and Afghans from Perfia, and overthrow the empire of India: 
‘Fhe northern regions were long the nurfery of a hardy and preda- 
tory militia, who from their bleak plains and mountains, were 
wont to pour their force upon. the nations of the fouth, but wha 
in their turn felt the force of fiercer and more barbarous tribes, 
until” continued emigrations wafted the ftock, and witheld the 
power of foreign conqueft, 

Ow the roth, at Killautau, five and a half furfungs, an open 
village fituate on the declivity of a hill, This day’s journey led 
over a gradual afcent, interfperfed with low wood,, and {cattered 
fpaces of arable land. This being the laft ftation on the road, 
where bread is to be procured on the eaft fide of the Mazanderan 
limits, I procured a neceflary fupply. 

Own the 2oth, at Killaufir, five and a half furfungs, a range of 
ruined buildings on an eminence, a mile’s diftance to the northward 
of the {mall village of Hirroos. The proprietor of my horfe, a car- 
rier, went out of the road from this place to vifit his family refi- 

dence, 
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dence, and wifhed much to carry me with him; the deviation from 

our track being but fhort, I had confented to the propofal, and was 
“about turning into the path which led to his village, when 

Hadji Mahomet arrived and prevented me. 

As this was among the very few marks of goodnefs which 
I experienced from the hadji, to notice it, is but fimple juftice 
to his charaéter, of which perhaps, you are already impreffed. 
with an ill opinion, Taking me afide, he enjoined me, in a 
manner which evinced an honeft concern, not on any pretence 
to proceed to the carrier’s village; that the ftory of the fhoe- 
maker had circulated a general belief of my great wealth, and 
that the carriers had been heard in concerting fchemes to rob, 
and even deftroy me; that if fuch was their defign, there were 
few actions, he obferved, however atrecious;,, which thefe men 
would not perpetrate, when plunder was the object; and that 
the fituation of the village, which was detached and inhabited 
only by their families, would equally facilitate the purpofe, as 
preclude a difcovery. 

-Tuis reprefentation determined me againft leaving the party ; 
but having before confented to accompany the carrier, to whom 
the caufe of the refufal could not be affigned, I impofed the 
tafk upon the hadji, who immediately making it his own bufi- 
nefs, told the carrier, in a ftern ‘tone, that as I was under his 
charge, he would not permit me to be feparated from him, 
Though the carrier continued to urge his purpofe by a long and 

ftrenuous 
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ftienuous argument, he was overruled by the hadji, who by fome 
degree of compulfion, configned my horfe to the charge of another 
perfon. As we rode on, the hadji congratulated my near efcage 
from a combination, which muft have been fatal to my perfon, or 
deprived me of my property; for that many robberies were com- 
mitted in thefe parts, and ufually accompanied by murder. 

Tus night I lodged in the remains of a bath, which feemed to 
have pertained to fome place of greater note, than the appearance 
of the adjacent ruins indicated. The Ghilan feid had not joined 
me in the latter part of the journey, according to a ufage obferved 
by us, for adjufting the concerns of our evening meal, but more 
prudently went to Hirroos, where he was well received, Being 
now habituated to the feid’s company, which had become equally 
amufing and convenient, for even our Jittle difputcs had a rifible 
tendency, I fenfibly felt its lofs, Though our acquaintance was 
of fuch fhort duration, I already began to efteem this man as a 
trufty friend ; fo natural and immediate is the propenfity to cleave 
to what gives us folace and relieves our anxiety ; nor is any object 
more completely vefted with this property, than a pleafant com- 
panion, 

Corp1at connections and the interchange of good offices, no 
where make a quicker progrefs than in the courfe of a journey. 
Travellers, aware of the approach of a period, which is to caufe a 
general, probably a final feparation, occupy to the beft advantage, 
the limited extent of their aflociations; and as few felfith views 

have 
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have time to {pring up, thefe contingent compacts ufually abound 
in good humour and good faith. In India, they have in common 
‘circulation, as a fentence expreffive of the pleafures arifing from 
cutfory focieties and parties, cafually formed, “ Enjoy this mcet- 
* ing as a gift fnatched from fate; for the hour of departure 
*« ftands on your head.” Being now about to enter a province,, 
different in its afpect and prodution from that of Khorafan, I 
will here draw the line of divifion, which may be done with the 
mere propriety at Killaufir, as it will alfo mark the eaftern limit 
of Hazaar Jireeb,* a fimall diftrict dependant on Mazanderan. 

From Shahroot, the road has nearly a weftern direction, 
through a country generally open. Low hills are alfo feen at 
wide intervals. The foil is a mixture of fand and earth, and well 
cultivated as far as the vicinity of Killantau, where the vallies be- 
come more contracted, and leave but {mall fpaces for agriculture. 
The fides of the hills are chiefly appropriated to the paftures of 
fheep, which are numerous and of an excellent kind. 

On the axft, at Challoo, four furfungs, a imall open village, 
on the eaftern fide of the bafe of a fteep hill, and clofe on the 
brink of a rapid ftream, which was dafhed with a bold and bean- 
tiful effect on the rocks that lay thickly fcattered in its bed. We 
had now entered a country overfpread with mountains and forefts, 


in which were many oak trees, but their dwarfith appearance 
* 


* Hazaar in the Perfic, fignifies a thoufand, and Ji:eeb, a meafurement of Land. 
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fhewed that they wanted a kinder foil and climate. At Challoo, 
the feid largely reaped the fruits of his pilgrimage and his facred | 
defcent. Ile and confequently his affociate, for he never failed to 
divide with me the good things which fell to his lot, were lodged 
in a mofque, and hofpitably treated by the inhabitants, who fup- 
plied us in the firft inftance with great ftore of fuel, which ena- 
bled us to hold out againft a heavy ftorm of fnow, and a piercing 
north wind; and without which, indeed, our fpacious and airy 
apartment muft have been untenable. . 

Ir was with pleafure I again faw an open village; it exhibited 
a ruftic fimplicity and a peaceful confidence, which I think could 
not have exifted within a ramipart. The inhabitants alfo, if 
their kindnefs to us has not biaffed me too much in their favor, 
feemed to be more civilized and humane, than the people of 
Khorafan. The houfes here are built with flat roofs, fupported 
with large beams, which the adjacent forefts plentifully fupply. 
A continuance of the ftorm, detained us on the ged, at Chal- 
loo, where we found no abatement of the hofpitality of the in- 
habitants, who furnifhed every thing that could render our fitu- 
ation commodious. 

On the 23d, in the morning, our party moved and penetrated 
through a mountainous country, interfected with rivulets, and 
clofely covered with large trees, which being ftripped of their leaves, 
I could not afcertain the different {pecies, nor could the carriers, 
whofe only knowledge fees to confift in driving horfes. Halted, 

at 
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at the diftance of five furfungs from Challoo, under fome trees, 
about one hundred yards from the fide of the road, where we kept 
a large fire burning throughout the night; not for detcrring the 
attack of wild beafls, which are not numerous in thefe woods, but 
to qualify the intenfe coldnefs of the air. 

On the 24th, proceeded five furfungs through the foreft. In 
the evening, while I was riding alone, the party, which had pro- 
ceeded a fhort way before me, turned quickly into the wood, and 
catne to their ftation-ground. It was in vain that 1 endeavoured 
to trace any marks of men or horfes; for the ground to a great 
extent was ftrewed with leaves. My horfe, on having for fome 
time loft fight of the party, became reftlefs, and I thought much 
terrified, It neighedsinceflantly, and though a willing, active 
animal, would not move in any direétion but with relu@tance. 
My fituation grew alarming; it was growing dark, and I found 
myfelf bewildered in an immenfe foreft, with {carcely the hope of 
obtaining relief during that night. 

In fcarching for a fpot to faften the horfe, and lay myfelf 
down, good fortune threw in my way two men, who were driving 
a loaded bullock and an afs. Without noticing my embarraflment, 
which they might have made an ill ufe of, or even making any 
enquiries, I learned that a part of the kafilah had proceeded on 
the road which they were purfuing, and going with them about 
two miles, I found Hadji Mahomet, with fome other paflengers, 
refrefhing themfelves on a fall plain, fkirted by a ftream of 
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water. The proprictor of the horfe, who had followed, exprefled 
much difpleafure at my quitting him, which he afcribed to the 
council of the hadji, whom he fpoke of with a fneer, and laughed 
at the fort of protection which I had chofen. 

On this night was feen by moft of the paffengers, a far, with 
a brightly illuminated tail, which I apprehend, from its form and 
quick motion, muft have been a comet. Hadji Mahomet now 
became profufe in his offers of fervice; he promifed me every ac~ 
commedatior’ at Mazanderan, as a fupply of cloths, for I was 
ill apparelled, a proper place of lodging, and to difpatch me 
with fafety to the quarter of my deftination. This man, though 
one of the toft acute and knowing of his fect, did not feem 
to entertain any idea of my being a Chriftian ; yet he fufpected 
the truth of my narrative, or rather, he did not believe a word 
of it; but imagined that I was a trader in jewels, which were 
concealed about my perfon. 

Desrrovs of knowing the ftaté of thé Ruffian navigation, 
on the Cafpian fea, I had fought the information with too much 
earneftnefs, which created a fufpicion at Shahroot, that I was a 
Ruffian, efcaped from the captivity of the Tartars, and return- 
ing to my own country. But this conjecture ceafed, when it 
was known that I had come from the eaftern fide of Perfia, 

On the 24th, proceeded five furfungs, through the foreft. 
The greateft part of this day’s journey, lying over fteep hills of 
a moift clayey foil, became of difficult accefs to our cattle. 

The 
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The carriers of this road, ufually employ mares for the con- 
veyance of merchandize, being more tractable than ftallions, and 
requiring lefs attendance. They are indeed as quiet as any do- 
meflic animal, and though feeding at large, during the night, 
they never ftrayed from the vicinity of the ftation. 

On returning this evening, from a fmall excurfion into the 
foreft, I found that my Ghilan affociate had left -his quarter: 
and gone over to the perfon who has been before mentioned, 
as* the travelling affiftant of Hadji Mahomet. He was alfo a 
native of Ghilan, well known to the feid, and being ftout and 
hale, had previoufly to their departure, agreed to be the feid’s 
affiftant during the pilgrimage; it was a concern of moment to 
this old infirm man, -in the various accidents to which a long and 
harraffing journey was liable, to have fo capable a companion ; 
and the Ghilanee, to corroborate the fincerity of his offer, had 
formally pledged himfelf on the koran. There was every reafon 
to credit the feid’s relation of this compact, for he was an invio- 
lable obferver of the truth, and I have myfelf often witneffed the 
il treatment which he experienced from his countrymen. But 
being now near home, where a retaliation might be feared, he 
had aflumcd fo genuinely the femblauce of contrition, that in the 
fpace of my fhoit abfence, the feid’s full forgivenefs was obtained, 
and the promife of future union, On feeing me, the frid feemed 
embartafled, but faid nothing, and while I was preparing a flender 
{wpper, my attention was roufed by a loud noile of altercation 
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from the Giilan quarter, where I faw a furious debate waging be- 
tween the members of the new alliance. The old pilgrim foon re» 
turned to me, entreating with many confeflions of his creduloug 
folly, to occupy his former ftation. 

On the 25th, completed, in a journey of five furfungs, the 
paflage of the foreft, and halted on its weftern edge. This day 
we frequently crofled the Mazandeian river, which, after winding 
in various directions, takes a northweft courfe through the flat 
quaiter of the province, and falls into the Cafpian fea at Mufchid 
Sir. This ftream is rapid among the hills, but fordable for laden 
horfes. And on reaching the plains; it flows with an eafy current. 
At a toll-houfe within the fkirt of the foreft, the merchants paid a 
fmall duty, and I was affefied a few pence, on the {core of being 
a ftranger. 

In my way through this extenfive foreft, I did not fee the vef 
tige of a habitation, nor any culture, except fome very nariow 
ftrips of land, thinly interfperfed at the bafe of the hills, But 
the vallies now opened and exhibited a pleafing picture of plenty 
and rural quiet. The villages all open and neatly built; the 
verdant hills and dales, encircled by ftreams of delicious water, 
prefented a fcene that gave the mind ineffable delight. The air, 
though in winter, was mild, and had the temperature of an Eng» 
lifh climate in the month of April. This change of weather, ef- 
fected within fo fhort a fpace of time, arifes from the low fitua- 
tion of the province, its near vicinity to the Cafpian fea, and the 
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fhelter of the adjacent mountains. ‘The fheep in numerons flocks 
were feeding on all fides,. but they are of a lefs fize chan thofe 
of Khorafan,. and have not the large ponderous tail which is pe- 
culiar to this animal, in the countiics lying between the Indus 
and the eaftern confines of Mazanderan; neither is their flefh 
fo fat or well tafted. 

On the 26th, at Sari, three furfungs, a fortificd town and the 
refidence of Aga Mahomed Khan, the chief of Mazanderan, After- 
abad, and fome diftriéts fituate in Khorafan. The country in this 
day's journey was flat and woody, interfperfed with {mall ftreams, 
und bounded to the north-eaft and fouth-weit by a low range of 
hills. The kafilah having halted about two miles to the fouthward 
of Sari, the feid and I walked into the tawn, which we found had 
grievoufly fuffered by the effects of a late fire. We were {topped at 
the gate-guard, which was under the charge of an Abyflinian flave, * 
who after making the common enquiries permitted us to pafs. 
The market of Sari is plentifully fupphed with provifions, among 


* A native of this quatter of Aftica, is denominated TTubthi, among the Mahome~ 
tans, and 1s held in high eftimation in Afia, for a fuppofed chaiactersftic fidelity to the 
fervice in which he is employed Abyflinians are freque itly feen about the perfons of 
princes, where they hold ftations of confidence. And at the Porte, as cusuchs, they 
are entrufted with the whole interior managament of the imperial haram , the fem les 
of this mbe, though deficient in thofe eatcinal charms, which aie fo eagerly fought af- 
ter by the Mahometans, aid which indeed diffufe pleafure am ng all the fon. of men, 
are allo greatly prized for many domelftic virtues, and efpecually tor their chaflity. 
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which*is {cen the grey mullet, a fifh abounding in all the rivers 
which fall into the fouthern fore of the Cafpian fea. 

Sarc is rather a fmall town, but crouded with inhabitants, 
many of whom are merchants of credit, who refort thither for 
the purpofe of fapplying the chief and his officers with articles of 
foreign produce. A focicty of Armenians is eftablifhed in the 
vicinity of the town, where they exercife a various traffic and 
manufacture a fpirit diftilled from grapes, of which Aga Mahomed 
drinks fieely, though this habit does not feem to operate torthe 
prejudice of the people. This chief has the reputation of being 
attentive to bufinefs, and of pofleffing an extenfive capacity, which 
is indeed obvious to common notice, throughout all parts of his 
government. The walls of the town are kept in good condition 
and the ditch though narrow is deep, and fufficiently tenable 
againft any force now exifting in this country. 

A paAtace has been lately built at Sari, of commodious neat 
ftruéture, though of limited fize, and has a more compact appear- 
ance than any building which I have feen in Perfia. The front is 
occupied by a fmall efplanade, on which are mounted three pieces 
of cannon, with carriages of good workmanfhip fixed on three 
wheels, Aga Mahomed, a Perfian, of the Kajar tribe,* is about 

fifty 


* A word in the provincial Janguage of Mazanderan, fignifying a rebel or a defe1- 
ter, and the name of an extenfive tribe, chiefly refiding in Mazanderan and Afterabad. 
‘ter, 
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fifty years of age, and the fon of Mumtaz Khan,* who in the dif- 
trations which involved Perfia, fibfequent to the death of Na- 
dir Shah, ftood forth among the various competitors for the 
throne, and was fora fliort period, declared head of the empise 
by a large party of the people. But he was ultimately com~- 
pelled to yield to the {uperior force of Kareem Khan, by whom, 
he was put to death. The family of Mumtaz Khan, falling alfo 
into’ the hands of the conqueror, he deprived Aga Mahomed, the 
eldefi fon of virility. I am not enabled to give you any fatis- 
factory information of the events which promoted the enlarge- 
ment of this chief, and in quick gradation invefted him with the 
poffeffion of an extenfive territory. 

In a country whére the” evolutions and caprice of fortune 
are exhibited in infinite multiplicity, and her wheel whirls with 
a velocity that confounds obfervation, where the flave of the morn- 
ing is often feen at noon exalted on the ruins of his matter, it 
becomes a perplexed difguifing tafk, to trace the fteps which lead 
to honors and power; nor does it adequately reward the enquiry 
of reafon. Such tranfitions may be fummarily afcribed to the 
general depravity of a people, who unreftrained by laws, or even 


Like the Rajahpoots of India, the Kajars are ufually devoted to the profeffion of arms, 
and they compofe the largeft portion of the foldiery of thefe provinces. They are men- 
tioned by Mr. Hanway in his 1elation of his tranfactions at Afterabad, 

* He was alfo called Fultah Ali Khan. 
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the habits of juftice, give a loofe to every impulfe, which pro- 
mifes the gratification of ambition, avatice or revenge. é 

AcA Mahomed has become, fince the death of Kareem Khan, 
the moft powerful chief of Perfia. He has many brothers, one 
of whom, Jaffer Kooly, governs Balfrofh, the principal town of 
» Mazandeian ; but his conduct is narrowly watched and his au- 
thority fo limited, that he cannot iffue a paffpoit to a Ruffian tia- 
ding veffel without the aflent of Aga Mahomed. The forces of 
this chief, on occafions of fervice, may amount to fifteen thou- 
fand cavalry, which were embodied in the couife of the laft year, 
when he overun Ghilan, and* plundered Refhd, the refidence of 
Hydeat Khari, the ruler of the provirice, who, with his family and 
treafure, fought 1efuge in the Ruffian factory of Enzillee* until 
the Mazanderan troops had evacuated the country. 

Ir appears that Aga Mahomed is prepaiing another attack, 
which is thought will {peedily be effected, wnlefs he is deterred 
by the power of the Ruffians, who havirig long derived exten- 
five advantages from the commerce of Ghilan, feem difpofed to 
efpoufe its caufe. Aga Mahomed is at this time, the only Per- 
fian chief bordering on the Cafpian fea, whom the empire of 
Ruffia has yet made tributary, or rendered fubfeivient to its 


policy. 


* Situate near the bordet of the Cafpian fca, about fix miles to the northward 
of Refhd. 
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ApouT a year ago a fmall Raffian fquadron arriving at Afh- 
roff, a capacious’ bay Qa the Afterabad fhore, the commanding 
officer direéted a large building to be conftruéted near the fhore, 
for the purpofe of accommodating his crew, and probably to lay 
the bafis of fome future plan. When the building was nearly fi- 
nifhed, Aga Mahomed to whom this procedure had given alarm, 
invited the commodore, an, inexperienced young man, with his 
officers, to. an entertainment given at Afterabad, on the celebra- 
tien of fome Mahometan feftival. Many of the Ruffians with 
their officer went to the Perfian feaft, where they were fuddenly 
feized and put into confinement. Aga Mahomed then affected 
to exprefs much refentment at the conduét of the Ruffians, in 


and 1 folid a bauldie 

sglaringgd ssgialanion., of holpita- 
lity. He was sefslntely ei that unlefs his men were di- 
rected to demolifh the building, the party fhould be detained 
in prifon, and perhaps meet with a worfe fate. 

Tue commodore dreading the effects of this threat, difpatched 
the neceflany orders to the fquadron ; and whey, the work was 
performed, he,and his.companions were releafed. The officer was 
foon after difmiffed from the command of the Cafpian {quadron, 
and banifhed from the court, The emprefs {everely cenfined his 
breach of military condué, which on account of youth, and a 
regard for his family, fhe obferved had not been noticed with the 

Vou. IL. Ce deferved 
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deferved punifhment. Aga Mahomed lately received an addrefs 
from the Ruffian government, threatening him, it is faid, with a 
fevere vengeance for the infult offered to their flag, unlefs he made 
a fpeedy atonement. But it does not feem that this chief is dif- 
pofed to fhew any refpect to the requifition; and if credit is to 
be given to a general rumour, another defcent on Ghilan may be 
-foon expected, the probability of which is corroborated by a pro- 
hibition of all intercourfe with the inhabitants of that province. 
‘On the 27th, we left. Sari, and proceeding five furfungs, 
through 4 country interfperfed with plain and foreft, halted on 
the {kirt of a wood near the high road. -At half the diftance 
of ‘this day"sifbuinnéy;*crafledaan fordable trea,’ which runs to 


the left or north-weft, and falls into the Mazanderan river. The 





cartiers were ftopped at the paflage, and ordered to convey on 
their horfes a quantity of ftones, and place them in certain 
fwampy parts of the great road, leading from Sari to Balfrofh; 
which, it is faid, was firft conftruéted by Shah Abbas, and ap- 
pears to have been cut through a foreft. 
Ar three miles to the fouthward of our laft aight's halting place, 
wé pafled through the fmall village of “Alhabad, which has a 
' daily market well fupplied with bread, cheefe, and fuch provifions 
as are adapted to the refreflhment of travellers, for the ufe of 
whom it’ feems to have been wholly eftablithed. 
On the 2gth of Junuary, our party arrived at Balfrofh, four. 
and a half furfungs. The road this day was the worft I ever 
had 
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had travelled on, and required, in the winter feafon, continued 
labour to make it paflable. Though deep ditches are extended 
- on each fide and drains cut acrofs, to carry off the extraordinary 
moifture of the foil, we proceeded with much difficulty and ha- 
gard, ‘The carriers at ccrtaim flations, were required to deliver 
their refpective portions of ftones, and the defaulters, among whom 
I was claffed, were detained by the officers of government; here 
I might have incurred a long delay, had not the Ghilan feid inter- 
pofed his good offices for me cs a pilgrim and his friend. It was 
then foon {cen in what a favourable light we were beheld. Our 
hands were even kiffed in token of reverence, The proprietor of 
my horfe having no religious virtues to plead, and his quantity of 


ftones being foemeanenmnimia Goient, abegas Not permitted to pals ; 
and while he with many others;umpecendentoutingetonqealify, the 
demand, the feid and. I- agreed. -toxproceed to; Balfrofh, that we 
might be fheltered againft the weather, which this day had fet 


in with drifts of {mall rain and a fevere cold. 





In high anticipation of the pleafures in ftore for us at the 
capital, we were‘overtaken by the carrier, who foaming with rage, 
at this my fecond dcfertion, as he termed it, accufed me of an at- 
tempt ,to fteal his mare. Nor was his paffion allayed, until I 
promifed him a large difh' of pillaw, to be ready at bis arrival 
in Balfrofh. 

Avr the diflance of two miles on the fouth fide of the town, 
ig feen a fmall ifland in the river, where Shah Abbas ercéted a 

Cc2 4 ; palace, 
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palace, whofe roof with the bridge of communication, has lately 
been applied by the governor of Balfrofly to fome domeftic pur- 
pofes. After paying double the ftipulated hire, and the fine in 
pillaw, I difcharged the carrier who, like all thofe of his profef- 
fion: within. my knowledge, was an. arrant knave.. But knaver y 
conftitutes a grand branch of ‘his profeffion, and does not 
heavily affect the purfe of the traveller, who if he wifhes to 
journey on with comfort, and have his name puffed, fhould 
heartily feed his cavrier ; and as the common nature of man x 
quires indulgence, occafionally wink at his roguery.” Not-to go. 
vern too much has been a maxim of jong flanding: in the: po- 
licy: of nations): norcis if, lef accel tothe ‘welfare: and quiet 
of domeftic ceconomy. 

"Ar Balfroth I was informed that three Ruffian veflels were 
lying in the road of Mufchid Sir, and would fail in a few days 
to. Baku.* It now behoved me to act warily, and to wind up 
with .diferetion an, adventure which had hitherto been fuccefs. 
ful, . and had at this place reached a crifis, which muft . either 
produce a: ‘happy, or a dangerous iflue. To. this” period I had 
affunied, with good fortune, the Mahosietan character, without 
vthich, : the journey I think ‘could not? have been performed, ef- 
pecially from Turfhith to the Cafpian fea. I had beén admitted, 
without referye,, into, the foviety: of Mahometans, and had lived at 


* A port on. the weftern.coaft of the Cafpian feas. 


the 
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the fame board with the moft zealous and fcrupulous, fome of 
whom, being now on the fpot, would, on a difcovery of my 
perfon, inveterately refent the deceit. It was firlt expedient to 
quiet the mind of the feid, who lodging in the fame apartment, 
muft neceflarily become acquainted with my departure. Telling 
him that Iwas going to make a pilgrimage at a tomb,* much re- 
forted to by the Perfians, in the vicinity of Mufchid Sir, and 
leaving a few things which would-be ufeful, I bade him. adieu 
with an air of unconcern, yet breathing a filent, fervent with, 
that this old man, whom I was never to fee again, might expe- 
rience every good in the difpenfation of providence. . 
Musine on the fcenes which of late had been shifted with 
a rapid diverfity, . and, on the. fingular,, yet interefting connections 
which I had formed ‘i in the courte. of my. journey,» “I: travelled 
on to Mufchid Sir;..a fcattered. village, fituate. on’ the eatterna 
bank of the Mazanderan river, about ten miles diftant from 
Balfrofh, and two from the Cafpian fea. On feeing the Rut. 
fian quarter, I fent back a horfe which I had hired, and pre- 
fented myfelf to a perfon who was pointed out to me as the 
mafter.of a Ruffian veffel; but he did not underftand any Jan- 
guage that I fpoke.. To obviate this embarraflment, an inter- 
preter was called in, and being informed that he was a Ruf 


4 


* The place of interment of a fon of Mouza Kazim, one of the twelve Imaums 
of the Perfians. 
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fian, IT related my ftory without referve; that I was an Englifh 
gentleman, who from motives of curofity and pleafure, had 
travelled from Bengal, through the northern parts of India ané 
Perfia, and that I now intended to proceed by the way of 
Ruffia to England. 

Tue linguift expreffed furprize at the relation, which he 
feemed to doubt; but a repetition, accompanied with that con- 
fidence which’ only arifes from truth, noticing alfo that I was 
enabled to reward any good office, gave my relation credit,» at 
leaft with the Ruffian. The matter agreed to convey me to Baku, 
whither his veflel was configned ; and obferved, that the command 
ing officer of a frigate lying at that port, would give the neceffary 
directions for my future procedure. The matter being thus hap- 
pily arranged, I was invited to partake of a mefs of fifh-broth, 
ferved up in a large wooden bowl; of which the matter, fix or 
feven failors, and myfelf, made a hearty meal; to me it was a re- 
gale; both from its being really a favory one, and from the manner 
of participation, to which I had been long a ftranger. 

Tue Ruffian habitations at Mufchid Sir, are rudely conflruc- 
ted, and far from being clean. The fides are about five feet high, 
and compofed of branches of trees, twifted between ftakes, ituck 
at {mall diflances in the ground; and the roof is of thatched ftrew. 
The furniture, equally fimple and coarfe, confifts of fome narrow 
wooden beds, a long board, raifed'in the centre to eat at, anda 
few ftools, or buckets inverted to fit on. But the practiceof 

living 
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living haid, in all its variations, from eating ftale barley bread to 
fleeping on faow, had formed me into a complete veteran, fo that 
the Ruffian cabin, with its affemblage of rough utenfils, was to 
my fight a garnifhed hotel. And the knife, wooden {poon, and 
platter, luxunes of a fuperior order. 

In the firft days of my refidence at this place, I fenfibly expe- 
rienced a refrefliment of mind and body, I had been accuftomed 
to rife in the morning before day-break, with my hands and feet 
genearlly benumbed with cold, when after packing my baggage, 
I was obliged to take a part in the bufinefs of the camel-driver or 
the carrier ; nor did the end of the day’s journey, often bring with 
it more than the bareft accommodation, or afford me much matter 
of intellectual gratification, . But thefe inconveniencies were all 
done away, and my meals as my fleep, became fulutary and regular. 
Being thus relieved from labouf, anxiety, and the inceffant tafk | 
of fupporting a feigned character, I thought myfelf happy, and 
as happinefs largely arifes fiom comparifon and the excurfions of 
fancy, to which I now gave an ample feope, this was perhaps the 
moft pleafurable period uf my life. 

Tue Cafpian fea prefented a grand fcene, and its waves dafh- 
ing againft the fhoie, produced with a delighttul found, the ex- 
ulting retrofpect of dangers paffed; yet 1 endeavoured to check 
this rifing fally of prefumption, ill fnited to the nature of man, 
by confidering that the accomplifhment of my journey was greatly 
promoted by a tiain of events, in which my own exertions had 

but 
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but a trivial fhare. Common tradition, and certain ideas which 
are aibitrarily located in the minds of thoft men, had fgated to 
me a Ruffian, tall, robuft, of a fierce afpect, of barbarous man~ 
ners, and unconth deportment. In fhort, truth obliges me to fay 
that I had ever affimilated the idea of an urfa major with a native 
of Ruffia, and it would have been equally difficult to have fepa- 
rated thefe figures in my mind, as meagernefs from a French- 
man, or corpulence from a Hollander. But I muff crave par- 
don of the Ruffian nation at large, for this and other erroneous 
opinions which I had formed of it. 

In the firft inftance, I faw that the Ruflians were evidently of 
lower ftature, than moft of the northern people of Europe, and 
generally had the thick form of a Tartar, with his broad vifage. 
Thofe who are not in the fervice of government, encourage the 
growth of the beard; they wear a long outer veft, which is falt- 
ened round the middle with a girdle; their fhirt, like that of the 
Mahometans, hangs over the breeches, which are fhort, and they 
ufually wear boots. Their hair falls loofely down the neck, and 
they cover the head, when abroad, with a cap or bonnet, which 
is taken off in the houfe, and in the interchange of courtefy. 
They poffefs an addrefs and fuavity of manners, even in ordinary 
life, which would not difgrace men of a much higher clafs, among 
nations deemed the moft polite. The entrance of a Ruffian into a 
room at firft furprized me; for, inftead of noticing any perfon in 
it, he uncovers his head, and with an air of humble reverence, 

offers 
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offers up a prayer to the picture of the virgin and an infant 
Jefus, which is exhibited in the moft con{picuous part of every 
apartment. Having perfor med this ceremony he falutes the com- 
pany, and at departure he obferves the like ufage. I am by no 
means empowered to afcertain the virtual opinions which the 
Ruffians entertain of their national religion, or to what extent 
they may operate in a moral tendency ; but I can with conf- 
dence fay, that their exterior obfervance of religious duties is ac- 
companied with a reverential attention; and is void of that fan- 
taftic mummery which has thrown a tidicule on many parts of 
the Romifth worfhip. 

I wap not long been a member of the Ruffian focicty, when 
Hadji Mahomed appeared-at Muichid Sir, On perceiving him, 
I was impreffed with an involuritary dread, and had my crced 
admitted the tenet, I fhould have feen in Hadji Mahomed my 
evil genius. Retiring to the houfe I waited with anxiety for the 
iffue of his operations, which I knew would be hoftile to my wel- 
fare; when, after fome little time the mafter of the veflel coming 
in, informed me that the hadji had made many enquiries about 
my fituation, and fpoke of me in terms of regard. The Rut 
fian expreffed much furprize at hearing me lament this intelli- 
gence, which he faid, ought to give me pleafure, as Hadji Mx- 
homed was a perfon of eminent note at Mazandetan, and might 
affilt me in procuring a pafspoit, without which I now learned 
no perfon could Icave the province. A ftorm now began to 

Vou. IL, Dd threaten 
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thieaten me from all quarters ; the perfon who had been my firfl in- 
terpreter, was not as he fuid, a native of Rutfia, but an Armenian ; 
and with a treachery not uncommon to his tribe, had circulated - 
among the Perfians of Mufchid Sir, the information he had been 
entrufted with, embellifhed with many fabrications of his own; 
as that I poflefled much wealth in money and jewels, and tiat 
Iwas afpy. This ftory obtained a general credit with the Max 
hometans, efpecially with Hadji Mahomed, who began to ccn- 
trive plans of detiving an advantage from my troubles. The 
mafter of the veffel (eeing the popular cry ftrong againf{t me, be- 
came fearful of giving me thelter; for it is neceflary to men- 
tion, that the Ruffian traders, chiefly a low clafs of people, are 
expofed in all parts of the government of Aga Mahomed to fe. 
vere oppreflions and infult; but which an advantageous traffick 
has induced them to overlook. And Aga Mahomed knowing 
the caufe of their forbearance, preferves no décency in his con- 
duct to them, peat 0 Nas Ls eat eadhid «5 

Tur Ruffian now acquainted me, with manifett {ymptoms of 
fear, that were he to receive me without a paflport, his veflel 
and cargoe would be confiscated. The principal freighter of 
the bark, Abbas Ali, a native of Baku, had fhewn me fiom my 
fir arrival at Mufchid Sir, much kindnefs, and feemed defiious 
of relieving my embarraflment. He exprefled a forrow at the fe- 
rious difficulty in which I was involved, rendered, he faid, the 


more perplexing by the ill deligns of the mafter of the veffel, 
whe 
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who was a petfon of a bad character ; but be of good comfort, 
continued he, “ for I Will be your friend, and do not on any 
‘pretence entrait your property to the Ruffian.” This aivice 
came in convenient feafon, and teftifiid that Abbas Ali knew this 
man; for on the following day he addrefled me in a long ha- 
rangue, fetting foith that the Peifians had seceived intelligence 
of my poffeffing a valuable amount in fpecie and jewels, that my 
own knowledge of thefe people would naturally point out the 
infecure ftate of both my peifon and effects, and that an car- 
neft regard to my welfare, had induced him to requeft that my 
property might be depofited in his charge, until the departure of 
the veffel. But the counfel of Abbas Ali, not a little flrength- 
ened by the prefent propofal, determined me¢ to be the kecper 
of iny own calli. 

E:ruer the refentment of a fiuppofed want of confidence in 
him, or the difappointment of fome finifter purpofe, gave the 
Ruffian a fenfible chagrin ; and from that time he continued 
to treat me with rudenefs and neglect. That I might retire from 
the view of the people at Mufchid Sir, who were now in the 
habit of accumulating unfavourable conjectures of mc, I defired 
to go on board the yeflel, and remain there until fome method 
might be adopted to leave the country with permiffion ; and the 
mafte: having coufented, though with much reluctance, to my 
embarkation, I departed fecretely and without any impediment, 
Erom the Ruflian quarter the diftance is ubont a mile and a 

Dda half 
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half to the mouth of the iiver, where the, force of the fea 
has raifed a long and fhallow bar, navigable only by boats and 
fmall light veflels; but when the wind blows ftrong from the ’ 
north, the paflage is wholly impracticable. 

Tue bark lay a league from the fhore in fix or feven fa- 
thoms water, and was about the burthen of one hundred tons, 
with two mafts; the largeft, fixed in the centre, is of one piece 
arid rigged with a ftanding mainfail, extended at the upper end 
by a long gaff, and at the foot with a fheet, a topfail; and an 
occafional topgallantfail ; this laft is furled before it is hoifted 
with flight ropes; which are broken when the fail is aloft by 
a preflure on the lower ropes} the fore part of the veffel is 
furnifhed with a flanting forefail, a bowfprit and jib; and on 
the poop ftands a finall maft, which carries a mizenfail. The 
clumfy form and conftruction of the barks which navigate 
the Cafpian fea, fhew that little improvement has been made 
on them fince the time of Peter the Great, who firft introduced, 
the art of fhip-building into Ruffia. Having ftraight fides with 
a large and ponderous kitchen on the deck; thefe veffels fail 
flowly, and only with a free wind. As they lye much in open 
roads, the Cafpian being fcantily fupplied with harbours, they 
are furnifhed with {tout anchors and cables, apparently of a larger 
fize ‘than is neceflary; though there is often found full occafion 
for fuch aids. to withftand the furious gales of wind and high 
breaking waves, which prevail in this fea. : 

Inow 
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I now learned that the Ruffian whom I have hitherto termed 
the mafter, was not 4 mariner, but an agent? who is appointed 
to manage the commercial bufinefs of the veffel and difburfe the 
failing charges. The crew confifted of a matter, termed boats~ 
man, his mate, fix mariners, and a cook; who from their pay 
and {mall trading priviledge provide their own diet. The Ruf- 
fian feamen among whom .I was known by the name of Gre« 
goree, from its near refemblance to George, treated me with a 
cordial hofpitality; nor muft you imagine that I was demeaned 
by an unreferved affociation with thefe men, whole habits and 
mode of life admitted of no difcrimination of rank, I fat down 
at their board without feruple; indeed with thankfulnels; and 
they never omitted to. prefent me with the higneft {tool, the beft 
fpoon, and with wheaten-bread, while they themfelves eat that 
of rye. 

Some tea and fugar,t purchafd from an Armenian, ena« 
bled me to breakfaft alone in the cabin, whica I occupied with 
the boatfman, who fhewed a ready attention to all my little 
wants, and became as agieeable a companion, as the want of 
language would admit. Our cominon fare on board the vefiel, 


* Called in the Ruffian language, Precapfee, a dipenfor of orders, 

+ Many of the nautical phrafes and implements in ufé, among the Ruffians 
Rave been adapted from the Dutch, from whom Pete: the Great karned the art ol 
fhip-build ng. 

£ This fugar the produce of the Weft Indies, and man ifitured in Frnpland, was 
imported at Peterfburgh, whence it came into Perfia, by the tiadl of attracan 
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confificd of a larg: fpecics of fifa, in.Resia called the Beluka, 
which was cither prepared in a foup or Sinead with a large os .> 
tity of falt and pepper, and bouted in a cover of pafte; this « 
often thought an Enaluh failor would have called in his defer, 
language, 4 fhark dumplin. Nor was it inferior in folidity, to« _ 
fabrication of the dumplin kind; after the fifh came thick pun- 
cakes, fried in a deluge of butter. JT had laid in a flock of mullet 
a more wholefome food than the beluka; but fecing that from < 
fear of being chargeable to mc, my meffmates refufed to parlak 
of it, I laid afide this with every other diflinétions and except thi 
tea, fared as they did. 

Ir now appearcd that obftinate difficulties were thrown in the 
way by the cuftom-mafter ‘at Mufchid Sir, who filled his ortice 
with equal vigilance and rapacity. Seeing me from the unfavor- 
able predicament in which I ftood, a profitable game, he directec 
that I fhould be immediately fent on fhore, there to be detained 
until the chief's, pleafure fhould: bé known. As this man onl; 
wanted fome of my'money, and would have been difappointed by 
my férmal departure from the country, I made him, through the 
medium of Abbas Ali, the Baku merchant, a fubftantial offer, but 
delayed the payment till the time of failing, that no fecondary de. 


matid might be preferred, 
Two 


* Tv is taken with a hook near the mouths of moft of the rivers, which fall intc 
the Cafpian; its length is geterally from fix to eight feet, fometimes it is feen u 
cighteer 
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Two days previoufly to our departure, Ali Abbas came on 
board of the veffel, and , reprefented that the cuftom-mafter was 
inexoiable to every folicitation, urging that Aga Mahomed was 
at tniy juncture averfe from permitting any perfon to Icave the 
province, and that were he acceflary to my efcape, his head on the 
difcovery, would pay the forfeit. Knowing that an ‘interdiGtion 
had been laid on all inland paflengers, and that the difpatch of the 
Ru‘uan had been withheld for the {pace of twenty days, to accom- 
plifls fome purpofe of government, I was aware that a certain 
rif{que was incurred by the Perfian, whom I propofed to indemnify 
by a proper compenfation; but I alfo obferved that if he per 
fifted in the refufal of all private negociation, I would myself 
proceed to. Sari, and relaté my ftory to the chief, and he well 
knew that no benefit would accrue to him from the decifion of 
his mafter, This argument was completely efficient, and when 
reinforced by fome of my Hindoftan gold, permiffion was given 
me to purfue whatever way J liked, except that of Sari, 

Brrore I leaye this quarter of Perfia, I will lay before you 
a brief account of its geography, with cucfory obfervations on 
its former and prefent commerce, and its relative’ policy with 
Ruffia. Mazanderan which occupies the centre of the fou- 
thern fhore of the Cafpian fea, has Afterabad on the caft, Ghi- 
Jan on the welt, and to the northward it is bounded by the 


eighteen feet, and has the head and form of a hark. This fifi is not ae By the Mae 


hometans, who hold it uncican, fiom having no f{eales. 
moune- 
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mountainous tract of foreft which .hbas been already noticd. 
Though the foit of Sari, from its ftrength and centrical i tx - 
tion has become the refidence of the chief, Balfroth is confidere.. 
the capital of the province 

Tus town occupies an irregular oblong fpace, of about a 
mile and a half in circumference, and ftanding on a low moit 
ground, its {treets are at this feafon of the year choaked wih 
mud. The honfes are coarfely built of brick or clay, with a 
flat roof, and being generally fmall have a mean appearance. 
The karavanferas of which there are four, have little of that ncat- 
nefs and conveniency, which is feen in thofe of upper Perfia, 
and aré of 4 mich lefs fize; but the market-place, which in the 
manner of Afiatic towns, forms the principal fireet, denotes an 
active traflick. . 

Tne rice of Mazanderan is of an excellent quality, and com- 
pofes the ufual food of the people, who find it difficult in their 
marfhy lands, to cultivate a fufficient quantity of wheat for com- 
mon confumption, and that produced is of a coarfe fort. The 
bread ufed by the higher clafles of inhabitants, is made of the 
flour of Shirwan, a confiderable amount of which is annually 
imported at Mufchid Sir. ‘This deficiency is in fome degree, com- 
penfated to Mazanderan by the growth of fugar, which though 
of an inferior kind, is adequate to moft of its common ufes. 
When the general demand of this article in Perfia is confidercd 
and that it is rarely produced on this fide of the Indus, it ntight 

be 
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be naturally fuppofed that Mazandcran would derive extenfive 
benefits from fuch a poffeffion; efpecially through its navigable 
vicinity to the fouthern territories of Ruffia, where a large quan~ 
tity is confumed, at an advanced price; yet from an ignorance 
in the methods of preparing and refining it, this valuable pro. 
duct yields but a limited utility. 

An inhabitant of Aftracan, I am informed, came into this pro- 
vince for the purpofe of eftablifhing a manufaétory of fugar, but 
failing in his project, no future experiment has been made. 
Were the Ruffians fkilled in the procefs, they would be enabled, 
by the importation of raw fugars, to fix in their country an im- 
portant and lucrative commerce. Mazanderan alfo produces a 
fmall quantity of filk, which is fabricated by a fociety of Jews; 
but its principal trade is maintained by a frequent intercourfe 
with the port of Baku, which receives white and coloured cali- 
coes, cotton, and rice, and returns bar iron of Ruffia, faffron, 
flour, and remnants of broad cloth procured from Aftracan. The 
commerce of this quarter, which now does not employ more than 
four or five barks, might be largely extended, did a greater har- 
mony exift between Aga Mahomed and the Ruffians ; efpecially 
were the manufacture of fugar increafed. 

Tne Perfians have long attempted to navigate the Cafpian 
fea, though with little fuccefs ; their veffels are open, rudcly con- 
ftrucled, and ill managed, feldom leaving the coal but in the fe1- 
fon of fair weather ; many of them, are fitted out at Tarabad, an 

Vou, IT. Be PU AUNAEY 


21g FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


ordinary town, fituate at the mouth of a river, thirty miles to the 
eaftward of Mufchid Sir, and now fupported by a fmall trade 
in rice, falt, fifh, and pottery ware. This town in the Euro» 
pean topography of Mazanderan, bears the appearance of note, 
and gives its name toa province; whatever might have been the 
former importance of Farabad, and it is noticed with refpect 
in Perfian hiftory, little teftimony of it now exitts. 

Tue province of Afterabad, lying on the the eaft fide of 
the fouthern Cafpian fhore, affords little produce for a foreign 
trade; and ‘it enjoys a refrefhing temperate air,-amd is beau- 
tifully interfperfed with hill. and dale, and abundantly fapplied 
with {treams of falubrious water, 2 -- 

Suan Axpsas, the moft powerful prince of the Suffuee race, 
pleafed with the climate of this province, erected a palace near the 
fhore of the bay of Afhroff,* whither he ufed often to retire to avoid 
the heats of Ifpahan.} Almoft the only marine export of this 
province eqmfifts of dried mallets, which are cured intire by fmoke, 
and are held in fuch eftimation by the Ruflians, that two car- 
goes of them are annually imported at Aftracan. 

Guin the richeft of the provinces bordering on the Cafpian 
fea, extends in a weftern parallel from Mazanderan ; it is bounded 
on the weft by the territories of Talifh and Aftara; and on the 


* This is the only harhour, on the fouthern fide of the Cafpian fea. 
4 This prince removed the capital of Perfia from Cafbin to Ifpahan. 
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fouth by a range of lofty mountains, which divide it from the 
dependencies of Cafhan and Cafbin. 

Hypeatr Kuan, the Ghilan chief, has relinquifhed Refhd, 
his former refidence, and for the fecurity of his wealth and fa- 
mily againft the incurfions from Mazanderan, has retired to the 
vicinity of Enzille, where the Ruffians poffefs a fortified factory, 
gariifoned by a company of foldiers, and fupplied with a few 
Pieces of cannon.* 

*Hypear Kuan is fappofid to poffefs a revenue of two hun- 
dred thoufand pounds, a great part of which arifes from the pro- 
duce of filk; and from this revenue, he has amaffed, it is Said, a 
confiderable treafure. Here you muft be cautioned againft com- 
puting Perfian ‘money by your ftandard, for in this country, where 
every commodity is procured at a cheap rate, dpecie may: fairly 
be reckoned at double the value which it bears in England. | 

Hypzat Kuan is about fixty years of age, and according 
to the information of the Ghilan feid, of whom frequent men- 
tion has been made, is rapacious, tyrannical, and pufillanimous, 
Confcious of his inability to refift the force of Aga Mahomed 
Khan, he bas wholly thrown himfelf on the protection of the 


* The moft accurate actount of Ghilan, is found in the travels of the late Jonas 
Hanway, a name widely known tn the annals of humantty, and deeply graven on the 
the moft diltinguifhed monuments of his country, Some ufeful remarks on Ghilan are 
alfo to be collected fiom a book, entided, voyages and travels through the Ruffian cm- 
pire, Perfia, &c, by William Cook, M, D. 
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court of Peterfhurgh, from which it may be faid, that he de- 
rives the exiftence of his power, and the fafety of his perfon. 
Nor Will the Ruffians, while they enjoy fuch important benefits 
from Ghilan, fail to give him fupport. 

Tue filks of Ghilan are exported to Aftracan, chiefly through 
the medium of Armenian merchants, fubjets of Ruffia, who 
poffefs the larger fhare of the Cafpian commerce. It was long 
believed that the filk brought into Europe from Turkey, was 
all produced in the Ottoman empire: but fince .a more eon- 
verfant knowledge of Perfia has been obtained, it appears that 
the Turkifh merchants were ufed to refort to the provinces of 

Ghilan ‘and Shirwan,* whence ,they tranfported large quantities 
of ‘this commodity to the European factories of the Levant. 

"Tue Peifian filk trade continued to flow in this channel, 
until the year 1739, when the Ruffia Company of England having 
procured the fanction of Parliament,- ‘fent their factors into 
Ghilan to eftablifhyascommerees which: fhould have for its ob- 
ject the ‘purehafe of filk, and the vent of Englifh .manufactures. 
They’ received a-cordial encouragement from Reza Kouli, who 
at that period, governed Perfia in the abfence of his father, then 


* Situate on the weft fide of the Cafpian fea, where there is abundant growth of 
filk, but of a coarfer kind,, than that of Gnilan, wh ch is efteemed the fineft in Pertia. 

+ They were vigoroufly oppofed in England by the Levant Company, who aware 
af the injury which they would fuftain by the Cafpian trade, reprefented to Parliament 
that their chaiter, an exclufive one, would be violeutly infringed by fach permnfiion 
being granted to the Ruflia merchants. 


engaged 


FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 221 


engaged in the Indian expedition ; and they remained in Ghilan 
until the year 1748, when the general tumult and devaftation, 
which followed the death of Nadir, compelled them to retire and 
abandon an extenlive amount of property. 

Ir is feen that previoufly to the diflolution of the factory at 
Ghilan, the cout of Peterfburgh began to entertain jealoufies of 
the Englifh eftablifhment in Perfia, and from their own growjng 
knowledge of commerce and navigation, becaniie defirous of poffed- 
fing a trade which naturally pertained to their country. The go. 
vernment of Perfia had largely contributed to increafe this jealoufy, 
by a diftinguifhed encouragement to all Lnglith adventurers, whom 
it faw independent of Ruffia, its conftitutional enemy, and capable 
alfo of enriching the kingdom, ,by their fuperior {kill and fpirit in 
trade; but above all, Perfia was defirous of employing the Enghfh 
in the conftruction of veffels of war; that it might acquire the 
dominion of the Cafpian fea. 

Tue firft caufe of the difpleafure and alarm, of the court of 
Peterfburgh, at the proceedings of the Englifh factory in Ghilan, 
arofe from the conduct of the principal agent, John Elton,* 
who, on a difagreement with his aflociates, entered into the fervice 
of Nadir Shah, by whom he was invefted with certain territories 
bordering on the Cafjian fea, and created the commander of a 


* See Hanway’s Travels, for a relation of fome part of the Adventures of this, 
enterpricing per fon 


¢ 


{quadron, 


bo FORSTER'S TRAVELS. 


fquadron, with which he himfelf, with infinite ability and labor; 
-had furnifhed the Perfian government. 

On the 14th of March, our veffel, filled up to the hatches, 
‘the decks alfo ftrewed over with bales and paffengers, got under 
way, but afoul wind foon fetting in, we came to an anchor. 
From the manner in which thefe veflels are navigated, laden, and 
altogether managed, I fhould be furprized if fhipwrecks were not 
frequent in this fea. The cabin was ftuifed {0 full of parcels and 
baggage, that thofe to whom it was allotted, were obliged to crawl 
in, and then they found only a fcanty length and breadth, fleeping 
or awake: the paflengers I perceived were all petty traders, who 
having embarked a certain property on the vefftl, accompanied it 
in perfon ; for there is not a fufficient credit or good faith eftablifl- 
ed'in Perfia, to enable merchants to confign their effects to fac- 
tors. The foreign trader therefore is neceffitated to become a 
fupercargoe, an occupation which for the firft time, I faw in the 
letter of the word, verified by the adventurers fitting immediately 
upon their wares, whence they ftirred but feldom, and were never 
long abfent : of thefe people I numbered not Iefs than feventy, who 
were fpread over the deck, or packed in the cabin and boat ; It was 
foon feen that the mafter and mariners were equally ignorant of 
‘their profeffion ; he could fcaycely difcriminate the points of the 
compafs or throw the lead ; and the men, though expert at the ufe of 
the tailor’s needle, and the implements of cookery, would among 
the moft clumfy of our failors, have been termed land{men. 

When 


FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 223 


When ] beheld this ill-conftructed bark Iumbered with goods and 
pail ngeis, and its unfkilful crew, I could not but entertain appre- 
he: fions of our fafety, efpecially in a fea fo tempeftuous as the 
Cafpian. : 

On the rth, we got under fail, and affifted by a favorable 
wind, we anchured on the 22d, about ten leagues to the north« 
ward of the port of Baku; and on the 24th, reached the en- 
trance of the harbour, when the wind which had been blowing 
flrohg from the eaftward, fuddenly changed, and came from the 
land with extreme violence; but the vicinity of the fhore kept 
the fea down, and probably prevented our deftruction. 'The 
Ruffians, trufting to the ftrength of their anchors and cables, 
which were of the moft fubftatitial kind,,went to flgep ; nor did. 
they once endeavour to prepare the veffel for the fea, in the event 
of its parting from the anchors, or ufe any means of affifting the 
cable which was feverely {trained ; fome of the more animated of 
them would occafionally open their eyes, and callout on God’s 
mercy to fhelter them from the fury of the form. It abated 
on the 26th, when we entered the port of Baku, and faluted a 
Ruflian frigate, lying there, with all the fwivels and. mufquets 
on board, without regard of order or count. The agent of our 
veflel attended the commanding officer, and in his report men- 
tioned the ftory of his European paflenger. It is to be noticed, 
that the Turks and Perfians, make a difference betwcen a Rullian 
and a native of Europe, calling the onc a Feringhee, and the other 


a Roofs, 


a24  * FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


a Roofs. In this diftinétion is alfo included a fuperior eftimation 
of the Europeans to whom they afcribe a more extenfive genius and 
knowledge; and what I thought extraordinary, the like nominal 
difference is entertained by ‘all the lower clafs of fouthern 
Ruffians. 

On board of the frigate, whither I was fummoned, I related 
the motives and general track of my journey, and was received 
with a warmth of hofpitality, to which neither my appearance ; 
being clad in a very ordinary drefg, or my unfupported reprefen- 
tation had a claim. I now became informed of the general peace 
in Emope; and it was with a deep felt mortificatiofty I ‘learned 
from a foreigner, -the entire feparation of the American Colonies 
and their numerous people. The frigate was to fail the next day 
to Enzillee, to be ftationed in that quarter, for the protection of 
the province of Ghilan, the chief of which had fometime before 
difpatched an envoy to the Ruffian camp, in Crim Tartary,* to 
reprefent his dread of Aga Mahomed, and to folicit the aid of the 
Ruflians. The agent had returned, and was accompanied by a 
Ruffian officer, who ‘had traveled from the camp to Baku in 
twenty days. Part of the journey lay through the country of the 
Lefeui Tartars, who are a favage people and proverbially hoftile to 
ftrangers; But from a dread of the Ruffian troops, now advanced 


® Then commanded by general Potemkin, who was invefted with the govern- 
ment of the Crim and the power of contiolling the affairs of Aftracan, 
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to their frontier, they had permitted this party to pafs unmolefted. 
The officer who {poke the Turkith language fluently, feemed to be 
. an ingenious alive man, and well fitted for a fervice of.enterprize, 

Tue Ghilan envoy, then proceeding on the frigate, exprefled 
a furprize to fee me, whom he thought a Mahometan, eating at 
the fame board with the Ruffian gentlemen; but when he faw a 
barber commencing an operation on my beard, which I took the 
opportunity of having fhaved, he evinced great amazement and 
indignation; nor did he, until repeatedly informed of my real 
character, ceafe his reprehenfion of the act; during the procefs 
of which, he threw on me many a look of contempt; when the 
barber began to cut off the muftachios, he feveral times in a 


perem ptory;tanmegermquinedhd mn. toa ehtt a and d fesing them gone, 
ho faid he, “of whatever. cout try ser, fot yan a Yo 
gtace is complete, and you look like a woman, ° 7 — 

Tuvs after a growth of fifteen months, fell my beard, which 
in that period had increafed to a great magnitude, both in length 
and breadth; though it had been fomewhat fhrivelled by the foverity' 
of the late winter; when you advert to the general importance of 
an Afiatic beard, to the effential fervices which mine had rewdered, 
and.to our long and intimate affociation, I truft that this brief 
introduction of it to your notice will not be deemed impertinent. 
This operation of cutting it, ought however to have been poll- 
poned till my arival at Aftracan; for my European face with an 
Afiatic drefs, made me an object of general remark and enquiry 
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among the Perfians; nor did [ efcape the cenfure of the Armenians, 
who are taught to efteem the beard a badge of refpect, and even 
fanétity, recommended to their example by the patriarchs and, 
primitive Chriftians, and when they conform in European coun- 
tries to the cuftom of fhaving it, they are ridiculed by all the 
ftau i her brethren of their tribe, 

On the 27th, I went on board the frigate, then getting 
under way, and faw the feamen execute their .work in an active, 
fkilful manner. . They: hove wp the anchor, and fet fail with an 
expertnefs, which would not have diferedited the crew of an 
Englifh thip of war. The captain procured me.a paflage from 
a Greek tmetchant, who had comertostake leave of him, and gave 
me a paffport” requiring my admiffion into the town of Baku, 
and that no molcftation fhould be offered me by the Perfian 
government; and the fecond lieutenant of the frigate, who had 
been my interpreter and had taken a willing part in adjufting my 
little wants, gave me a letter of introduction to an officer of the 
Ruffian navy, whofe name was Ivan Andreits.* The Greek carried 
me to his apartment in a karavanfera, which is exclufively appro- 
priated to the ufe of Chriftians and Sooni Mahometans. 

Ivan Anprvits, during the laft Ruffian war with the Turks, 


® Or Andrew Vits, fignifying in the Rufjan language, John the fon of Andrew. 
This mode of defignation is held the moft honorable among the ancient titles of Rutha, 
and is exemplified, in the prefent grand Duke, who is particularly known, by the 
name of Paul Petrowita. 
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commanded a privateer, the property of his family, in the Medi. 
terranean, where having performed fome gallant actions, he was 
promoted by the emprefs to the rank of captain in the navy; 
and retiring afterwards to Aftracan, he obtained from government 


the exclufive priviledge of exporting, for a certain term, iron and 


fteel into Perfia. As we both were a little converfant in the 
lingua franca, a' language commonly fpoken on the coafts of 
the Mediterranean, a familiar acquaintance was foon produced ; 
and the influence which he had acquired at Baku, enabled me now, 
a part of his family, to pafs my time very pleafantly. 

Tue town of Baku, in the province of Shirwan, is fituate on 
the north fide of a bay, and forms nearly an equilateral triangle 
with one of the fides extending, in a parallel with the fhore. It 
is, I imagine, about a mile in circumference, and erouded with’ in- 
habitants, moft of whom are engaged in commerce. 

Tu bay is capacions and fheltered by the land, againtt all 
winds except the fouth, whofe violence is alfo much broken by 
the intervenfion of two {mall iflands, The fouthern and largeft 
of tholz iflands, was, according to information of the people, 
united tothe continent, which in that Quarter prefeyts a low 
termination, but it had been infulated by the influx of the fea, 
whofe waters have evidently encroached on the weftern fhore of 
the Cafpian, in the courfe of the laft forty years. 

Baxu, at the period of Mr. Hanway’s ‘travels, into Perfia, 
had a double wall on the eaftern face ; but the exterior one is now 
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levelled by the rife of the fea, and its foundation brought within 
water-maik, The province of Shirwan produces a large quantity 
of filk, of which about four hundred tons are annually imported 
at Aflracan ; faflron of a good quality is alfo produced there, asd 
conftitutes a valuable article of trade. A fociety of Moultan 
Hindoos, which has long heen eftablifhed in Baku, contributes 
largely to the circulation of its commerce ; and with the Armenians 
they may be accounted the principal merchants of Shirwan. The 
Hindoos of this quarter, ufually embark at Tatta, a large infular 
town in the lower tract of the Indus, whence they proceed ta 
Bafforah, and there accompany the karavans which are frequently 
pafling into Perfia; fome alfo trayghijiland to the Cafpian fea, by 
the road “of Kandahar and Herat; but the number is finall, and 
they gtievoufly complain of the oppreffions and infults of the 
Mahometans. 

On the g1ft of March, I vifited the Atafhghah, or place of 
fire; and on making myfelf known to the Hindoo mendicants, who 
vefided there, I was received among thefe fons of Brimha, as a 
brother; an appellation they ufed, on perceiving that I had ac- 
quired fome knowledge of their mythology, and had vifited their 
moft facred places of worfhip. This religious retirement, where 
the devotees worfhip their deity in the femblance of fire, is a 
{quare of about thirty yards, furrounded with a low wall, and 
contains many apartments; in each of which is a {mall volcano 
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of fulphureous fire, ifuing from the ground through a furnace 
or funnel, conftructed in the form of an Hindoo altar. 

Tus file is appropriated to the ufes of worfhip, cookety, and 
fortifying the feeble Hlindoos againft the rigor of the winter feafon, 
On clufing the funnel, the flame is immediatly extinguifhed, when 
a hollow found is heard, by applying the ear to the aperture, ac»- 
companied with a ftrong and cold current of air, which is inflamed 
at pleafure by placing near it any illuminated matter. The flame 
is of a pale clear colour, without a perceptible fmoke ; and emits. 
a vapor ftrongly impregnated with fulphur, which confiderably, 
impeded my refpiration, until by fitting on the ground I brought 
my head lower than the level of the furnace. The Hindoos hada 
wan emaciated appearance, and were opprefled by an hedlic cough, 
which continued to affect me during my flay at the Atafhghah. 
The ground within the enclofure, abounds in this fubterraneous 
air, which iffues from artificial channels; but in thefe con~ 
tracted f{paces, it feems only capable of producing flame by the 
application of a foreign fire. Exclufive of the fires pertaining 
to the Hindvo apaitments, a large one arifing from a natural 
cleft in an open place, inceflantly burns, whence it would feem 
that no extraneous object is required to impart an illumina- 
tion to the larger evaporations of this air. On the outtide of 
the wall are feen many of thefe volcanos, which have the ap- 
pearance of lime-kilns, and one of them is conveniently adapted 
by the Hindoos to the ufes of a funeral pile. The general {pace 

which 
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which contains this volcanic fire, forms a low flat hill flanting 
towards the fea, the foil of which confifts of a fandy carth inter- 
mixed with fones. No mountainous land is feen from the Atafh-, 
ghah, nor any violent,eruptions of flame; nature feems herent 
have adopted a gentle and inoffenfive medium of difcharging her 
difcordant atoms, which in other quarters of the globe fhake 
her with convulfions, and pour around a horrid devaftation, 
In the defcription of this natural phenomenon, I have cau- 
tiouflly adhered to the fimple fact, without prefuming to difculs its 
eaufe or properties. Thefe are branches of fcience, I am little 
fkilled in, and ill-enabled to elucidate. Had the opportunities 
which have been thrown i in my way. fallen to a Cavendith, or 
a Prieftley;- the eerongelk gelt and moft ornamental pillars of the fa- 
bricof natural philofophy; a larger {cope of knowledge might 
have been opened to the world, and talents which have been 
long beheld with admiration, rendered ftill more confpicuous. 
Tue black and white naptha is found in the province of 
Shirwan, in great plenty; the firft floats thinly on the furface 
of certain fprings or ponds, whence it is collected and preferved 
in jais; it feems to poflefs many of the properties of camphire, 
and is fuecefsfully employed in allaying external pains and inflained 
tumours. The black naptha or bitumen, is produced in the fame 
manner as the the white, but more abundantly and on larger 
pieces of water, and with a {eum three or four inches thick, of 
the confiftence of tar, The houfes of Baku moft of which have, 
flat 
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flat roofs, are covered on the top with this material, which is 
found a fubftantial defence againft the rain; and when formed 
into fmall cakes or balls with a mixture of fand, is commonly 
vied by the lower clafs of people as a fubftitute for the fuel of 
wood, which in this province is thinly produced. 

Tuis quatter of Shirwan in afpect and the nature of its foil, 
refembles the province of Khorafan; there is the fame want of 
wood and large ftreams, and in the winter the air is equally bleak 
and. piercing ; with the difference that in Shirwan it is fubject 
to fogs, which, I apprehend, are caufed by the vicinity of the 
Cafpian fea, The foil yields abundant ciops of good wheat and 
barley,-the bread of which conftitutcs the food of the common 
people; the lilitver’ idk only wre enabled to procure rice, which 
is chiefly imported from Mazanderan and Ghilan, ” ‘The mutton 
is fat and well tafted, being of the large tailed, fheep, and is fold 
at the rate of one penny and thiee halfpence per pound. Ap-~ 
ples, pears, grapes, and chefnuts, all of a good kind, are prow 
duced in plenty. And a wine is manufactured by the Arme- 
nians, at the town of Shahmachee,* which in flavor and fubttance, 
is not unlike the red wine of Bourdeaux ; were the grapes caefully 
cultivated, and the procefs well underftood, this wine would be 
much efteemed in Europe. The province of Shirwan has Derbent 
inclufively on the north ; the Cafpian fea on the eaft ; the territory 


* The former capital of that province. 


of 
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of Aftara on the fouth; and parts of Georgia and the diftiitts of 
Gunjah on the weft, 

Onn Shahmachee, the former capital, is fituated about feventy. 
miles inland of Baku, and for its trade, wealth, and populating 
was, after Ifpahan, ranked among the moft flourifhing cities of 
Perfia. To punifh a rebellion, which the inhabitants had raifed 
againft the government of Nadir Shah, this city was rafed and 
depopulated ; but that the empire might not be deprived of a 
mart, fo happily placed for foreign commerce, that prince formed 
about ten miles to the fouth-weft of the old city, a new Shan. 
machee,* Fultah Ali Khan, the chief of Shirwany tefides ge- 
nerally at Derbent, but, he gx AMepacisus difpofition, by 
makitig frequent circuits eirouigh the province, which he fevercly 
harrafles, _ The vicinity of general Potemkin’s army has made 
him fearful of its nearer approach ; and he is now endeavouring 
by every token of refpect and acknowledged dependance, to ob- 
tain a favourable connection with the Ruffian empire. 

Havine laid before you, the more material part of my ob- 
fervations on Shirwan, I cannot refift the impulfe of calling your 
notice, for a moment to the difpofition and temper of a {mall 





* An exténfive trade of filk formerly was maintained between Shahmachee and the 
Black fea, through which channel, large quantities of that commodity were imported 
into Turkey, and thence into Europe. This trade though flill exifting is much di- 
minifhed fince the Ruffians, by obtaining the dominion of the Cafpian, have made a 
monopoly of the Perfian filk, 


e 


but 


YORSTER’S TRAVELS. 233 


but extraordinary portion of its prefent inhabitants. Human 
nature takes a portion, of its prominent features from national 
prejudices, from cducation, and from government; nor muft we 
eytTude climate from its fhare of the formation, This remark 

f‘arofe from a view of the Atathghah at Baku, where a Hindoo 
is found fo deeply tinétured with the enthufiafm of religion, that 
though his nerves be conftitutionally of a tender texture, and 
his frame relaxed by age,* he will journey through hoftile regions, 
frém the Ganges to the Volga, to offer up a prayer at the 
fhrine of his God, 

Wuen the ambitious ftrides of the Ruffian empire, on the 
fide of “Turkey, by the late acquifitions of the Crim, are atten< 
tively "tonfidered?’ ‘aHE RT Hap progress, into the, moft valuable 
provinces of Perfia, we are compelled to beftow appl saute ob t thie 
policy of a government whith has fo dextroufly ordeted its mea- 
fures, that thefe valuable additions of power and wealth are daily 
accumulated without attracting the notice of Europe; nay al~ 
moft without its knowledge. Waving any inveftigation of the 
political effecis which may fpring from the rifé or fall, or the 
encreafing grandeur of nations, I will here only oblerve, that the 
influence acquired by Ruffia, in the north-weft quarter of Per- 
fia, has been accompanied with reciprocal benefits, and that were it 


* Among the Hindoos at the Atafhghah, was an old man, a native of Dehli, who 
had vifited all the celebrated temples of northern and fouthern India, and whom [ afler~ 
e 
wards-faw at Aftracan. 
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wholly annexed to the Ruffian dominion, the body of people 
would reap effential advantages; their perfons and property would 
derive a fecurity, of which they have been lotrg deprived, and by 
a fubjection to the orders of a civilized, active government, they 
would neceflarily become ufeful fabjeéts and profitable members 
of fociety. 

Tue kingdom of Perfia, fince the period of the Afghan In« 
vafion,* has prefented an unvaried fcene of warfare and diftrac- 
tion; where every {pecies of a favage rapine has been exercifed 
with boundlefs fway; and at this day, Perfia may be faid to 
exhibit a vaft tomb, i @ with the victins of atnbition, 
avati¢e, and... sevengd?: iow ere: dialer 40. fay ‘whether ‘ore of _ 
ies pte aH the laft fia years, have fallen in the field, or by 
the hand of the executioner and affaffin. For they have had a 
full occupation, efpecially in the latter part of the government 
of Nadix Shah, whofe revenues were at length drained from the 
blood of his fubject., eet ee, 

Tue cruelties committed by ‘this prince: ‘here heen diffufely 
treated ; all clafles of men, even our boys at fchool, are cons 
verfant in the barbarous exploits of Khuli Khan ; it may not how- 
ever be fuperfluous to notice fome facts, which feem to have largely 
contributed to fully the memory of Nadir, who at one period of 
his life, maintained no ill founded claims to heroic fame, At 





* Which happened about the year 1720. 
the 
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the clofe of this prince’s reign, his body and his mind indi- 
cated equal figns of diforder, which was fuppofed to have been 
caufed or augmented by domeftic treachery, and the effects of 
flive fatigue. ae 
Conspiracy and rebellion arofe all around him, and he-Had 
no fooner quelled the infurreétions of a province, than his de- 
parturé was marked by the murdet of the officers and fucceffive 
revolts. : Séeitig: Bis authority endlefsly trampled on, and that 
partial punifhment was inefficient to pive it flrength, he gave 
loofe to a perhaps conftitutional ferocity, which Had been tem- 
pered by his underftanding, but which thefe events inflamed 
_to ane and often saa to the indifcriminate extirpa- 
tion of & diel Ap eU met tamed smnott to, embitter and dif 
turb his ee) ‘was: the perfidy "Bf his family; the aeRO of 
thofe fram whom he had vainly expeéted aid and attachment. 
His favorite fon and apparent fucceflor, had been entrufted with 





the regency of Perfia, during the expedition to Hindoftan, and 
prefuming on the diftant occupations of his father, he had pre 
pared meafures, it is alledged, to afcend the throne. 

Tue inéveafing malady,* of Nadir, fharpened by public and 
domeftic calamity, ultimately rendered him a monfter of cruelty ; 
and his rage extending ufually to thofe, whofe offices required 


* An extreme coftivenefs. 
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an attendance on his perfon,* he was approached with a cori 
ftant dread. Wearied out at length by the undeviating courfe 
of his tyranny and cruelties, which lke a peftilence had thinned 
the land, fome of the principal officer's of the court, ftimulated 
alfo, it is faid, by one of his nephews, affaffinated him in the 
month of April, 1747, while he was encamped in the northern 
quarter of Khorafan, not far diftant from the place of his birth. 
‘t “Hlavana@ held out that fide of Nadir’s character which ex- 
cites only ‘difgut and hortor, it were but fimple juftice to his 
memory, to notice thofe paflages of his life which will place 
him in a light, where princes ever appear in the moft grate- 
ful colours, On the event. of hig-fueceflas in India, —he ex- 
empted- his~ Perfian do dominion from all taxes, for the {pace of 
three years; and after difcharging the military arrears, which 
amounted to four millions fterling, he gave the army a gra- 
tuity of fix months pay, with a like fum to the civil fervants 
of the camp. te : ome nh a 

Arter the battle of Karnat, when Nadir Had overthrown 
the empire of India, and pofleffed the perfon of the king, one 
of the Moghul omrah’s reprefented to him, that among the Dehli 
troops were an hundred thoufand horfés fit for field fervice, 


8 
* Jt is faid that the officers in waiting, inflead of entering on the ordinary topies 
of Acourt, were ufed to make anxious and unfvigned enquiries into the fate of the 
fhali’s body, and ever exprefled much joy, at an imperial evacuation, which they ima- 
gined would fecure an exiftence for the day, , 


and 
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and which his order would immediatly produce. Nadir Shah, in 
the language of a piiice, obferved that he granted to the Moghul 
army, an unreferved quarter, which fhould not be infringed ; 
that the bread of an Afiatic foldier depends on his horfe, which 
were he deprived of, himfelf and his family would be reduced 
to beggary ; that it is repugnant to humanity to treat thofe with 
rigor, whom fortyne has thrown into our power, and it was 
his determined will, that the Indian foldiers fhould not be in 
any degree infulted or molefted.* 

Navir Suau, in the profperous periods of his life, held 
out an ample protection to merchants of every fect and nation, 
and zealoufly fought to eftablith a liberal commerce throughout 
Perf, whi ae clled., of various valuable commedities. 
‘When "ths mercantile property of Mt. Hanway, was. plundered 
at Afterabad, that gentleman prefered his complaint in perfon to 
the fhah, who directing an inveftigation into the account, iffued 
an effectual order on the governor of the province for a full ree 
ftitution of the effects or the amount. 

In the vigorous attempts, which this prince made to introduce 
the European art of, navigation and fhip-building into his 
country ; he evinced a genius rarely found in the mind of an Afiatic. 
It was his intention, by the affiftance of John Elton, to ereét 
fortified ftations on the ecaft fide of the Cafpian fea, that a {tability 


* Frazer’s hiftory of Nadir Shab, 
. might 
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might be given to hig canquefts in Khieva, and the Tartats checked 
in thelr depredations on the province of Afttrabad, After Elton, 
had, with vat labor, completed the building of a veffel, in which 
lig encountered obitinate difficulties, as well from a jealoufy of tke 
Peifians of his rifing favor with the fhah as difguft at an irkfome 
fervice; he was directed to examine the Tartar fhore of the Cafpian, 
and to make choice of an eligible fituation for a fettlement. But 
the coaft, according ta the report of Elton, being found deftitute 
‘of good water, the defign was relinquifhed. . 
Napir Suan, contrary to the general character of the 
Perfians, who are imprefled with a move perfecuting {pirit than 
any other Mahometan nation, .gave.acom mInon fgleration'to the wor- 
thip gbthe inhabisarits;-whettief Ch “hriftians, Elindoos, or Tend ard 
lar gely re retrenched the power and wealth of the priefts, who during 
the latter period of the Suffuee dynafty, had engrofled the chicf 
direction of government. That Nadir might incapacitate their 
revenge for the death of the mollah Bafhi,* who had been ex- 
ecuted for refufing affent to a plan of this prince for introducing 






the Sooni religion into Perfia, and to accommodate other falutary 
purpofes, he demanded an account of the vaft revenues which had 
heen afligned to the church; they informed him, according to the 
tenor of Frafer’s relation of this event, that their property was 
applied-to the ufes, for which it had been allotted; in falaies for 


* Tigh-prieft, 


the 
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the prietts, in the maintenance of numerous colicgcs and mofques, 
in which prayers were inceflantly offered up for the fuccels of the 
arms of the prince, and of the profperity of the Perfian empire. 
«"Napir obferved to them, that experience had manifefted the 
- inutility of their prayets, fince for the fpace of fifty years pat, 
the nation had been verging’ to decay, and ultimately had been re« 
duced by invafions and rebellion to a ftate of rnin; when God’s 
victorious inftruments, pointing to his army, had come to its relief, 
and were now teady to laciifice their lives to its defence and glory ; 
that the wants of thefe poor priefts, his foldiers, miuft be fupplied, 
and he therefore determined that the greateft portion of the church 
_Aande—fyould be appropriated to their ufe. The mandate being 
immediatly catried ths ekbcdtiony produced-arevenue equal_to 
three million of tterling money. The priefts, enraged at this 
affumption, exerted their utmioft abilities in ftirring up the army 
and the people againft the fhah; but the former being compofed, 
in a large proportion, of the Sooni ieQ, ridiculed their fituation, 
and the body of the inhabitants, when they confidered that the 
edict would liberate them from a part of the general taxation, 
were not diffatisfied. ' 

Naprr Suan having accomplifhed this purpofe, ordered the 
attendance of the chiefs of the people, and making a formal de- 
claration of the meafure which had been adopted, told them if 
they wanted priefts, they muft provide them at thei: own charge; 
that having himfelf little occafion for their fervices, he would not 

cane 
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contribute to their maintenance. Such was Nadir Shah before 
calamity had harraffed his mind, and difcafé his body. The actions 
of men, however amply gifted by nature or improved by know. 
Jedge, are ftrongly thaped by the furrounding events of human life. 
Let the man whom we have but now viewed with admiration, 
towering down the tide of fortune with a fwelling fail, and 
marking his progrefs by confpicuous maiks of glory and renown, 
be thrown on the rough fea of trouble, without a fhelter to cover 
him from its fury; or Jet him be ftretched on the couch of fick- 
nefs, helplefs, and racked with pain, we fhall {peedily ceafe from 
wonder and applaufe, and with difficulty credit the identity of the 

objec, sy, re det og e 
Wane in detached pieces, and I fear with a wide deviation 
from order, defcribed the moft important events of the Perfian 
-empire, from the Afghan invafion to the death of Nadir Shah, I 
could have wifhed briefly to conneét that epocha with the prefent 
period ; -but no document has come to my knowledge, fufficiently 
authentic or clear, for the illuftration of the whole of this in- 

. terval. * 
Prevriousty to the adminiftration of Kareem Khan, many 
* competitors for the throne of Perfia came forwaid, and en- 
countered a various tranfient fortune, until all the race of Nadir, 
and the Sofis’ were extirpated, except Shah Rock, the chief of 
Mulchid, a dketch of whofe life, has been already noticed. Ka- 
reem. 
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reem Khan,* from a marauding horfeman became the fuccefsful 
chieftain, and proclaiming himfelf the regent of the empire; 
during the minority of a defcendant of the Sofi family, whom he 
pretended to have difcovered, eftablifhed his refidence at Shiraz. 
It appears that Saadut Khan, the brother of the regent, took Baf- 
forah + fromthe Turks after a year’s fiege; and during the Per- 
fian government of. that place, Kareem Khan gave diftinguithed 
indulgencies to the Englith refidents eftablifhed there, whofe fac- 
tory and property, when the city fell into his poffeffion, were 
fully fecured to them. The adminiftration of Kareem Khan, 
was involved in a feries of hoftilities againft the Turks and 
_Arabsover whom, ous the capture of Bafforah, he obtained 


but trivial advan tagesy 2) 1 denier eo goed lyie ~ ; 
Ar the period of the pet death, which happened about 
the year 1778, Saadut Khan was ftationed with a fmall- force 
at Baflorah, and folicitous of fpeedily reaching Shiraz, the 
theatre of action, he abandoned Bafforah, which again ac- 
knowledged the power of the Turks. When Saadut Khan ‘p~ 
proached Shiraz, he found the gates fhut againft him by a 
Zacchi Khan, a branch of his family, who {eizing on the 


city, and the perfon of Kareem Khan’s fon, then a youth, an- 


* Te made no (cruple of avowing, thatin bis youth he purtlucd the ocenpation 
of arobber, and that his foreteeth had been demolifhed by the kick ofan als, which, he 
had flolen and was catrying off, 

« + This event happened in the year 1774. 
is * 


Vor. Il. FI h pounced 


14 FORSTER'S TRAVELS. 


nounced himfclf the ruler of fouthern Perfia. The young man 
having evinced a difpofition to favor the interefts of his uncle; 
Zacchi Khan gave orders that he fhould be put to death, The 
fentence by a reverfe in no rare practice at a Mahometan coust, 
was executed on himfelf, and Saadut Khan was admitted into 
Shiraz, with a participation of the affairs of government. He 
foon formed a combination againft his nephew, wham he ulti-~ 
mately. depofed, on a charge of debauchery and a lavifh ex- 
penditure of the public treafure. : 

DurinG-the adminiftration of Kareem Khan, a body of 
troops had been fent to quell fome infurrection, in a diftant 
part of the country, andey an Aili Morad, who returning~freeg: 
ful, fraran army difpofed to promote his purpofes, prefered a 
“claim to the government; the iffue of a civil war, profecuted 
through a ferics of depredation, murder, and treachery, gave Ali 
Morad the pofleffion of Shiraz, where he put.to the fword, the 
whole family of Kareem Khan, with thew adherents.* A Per- 
fian of Ifpahan, {peaking to me of the actions of Ali Morad, and 
extolling his military genius, faid, that he poffefled a fcimetar of 
a large fize and fuperior quality, on the blade of which were en- 
" graved the names of the twelve imaums, the directors of its edge, 
and the fecurity of its victories. 


* He was related to the family of Kareem Khan; it is faid,. that on this event, 
three hundred perfons were maflacred, ® 


Tur 
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Te comment on the Mahometan’s ftory, would in fact tell 
us, that whilft the fword of Ali Morad is thus patronifed by 
‘his twelve faints, there is no fervice, however entangled by the 
ties of faith and honor, that he may not cut afunder with im- 
punity, even with applaufe. Ali Morad, who has eftablifhed the 
feat of his government at Ifpahan, took Shiraz in 1778, or 1779, 
at which period, a gentleman of my acquaintance refided at Baf- 
fotah, and has fince communicated to me fome tracts of the 
hiltory of Kareem Khan, and of thofe chiefs who appeared in 
action after his death. 

Turs gentleman whofe veracity and difcerning judgment 

«may be confided in, draws a melancholy picture of the fouthern 
provinces of Petfia. He fays, that the idltaftine feuds Bid \cgm- 
motions gave a pretext for the perpetration of every crime difi 
graceful to human nature, and produced fuch daring atts of 
flagitioufnels, that the people refembled demons rather than men. 
It was ufual, he fays, for one half of the inhabitants of a vil- 
lage, to keep watch at night, that they might not be murdered 
by the other, which if not equally vigilant became fubject to a 
fimilar fate. But enough of this feene of blood, which degrades 
our race below the beafls of the field, and permit me in my 
defultory manner, to convey you again to the banks of the Caf 
pian. It having been already noticed, that the dominion of this 
fea is vefted without competition in the empire of Ruffia, which 
has alfo obtained a {trong influente in fome of the bordeing 


Wha » provinecs, 
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provinces, it may not be foreign to rational enquiry, to exa- 
mine the ftages by which Ruffia has arrived at this acceflion of 
power. 

In the year 1722, Peter the Great was folicited by Thamas 
Khan, the fon of the Shah Hufleyn, to affift him in expelling 
the Afghans from Perfia, who had diiven his father from the 
throne, and continued to hold poffeffion of an extenfive portion 
of the kingdom’, and to ftimulate Ruflia to the grant of this 
aid, the Perfian prince ftipulated to cede in perpetuity the 
piovinces of Ghilan and Shirwan. This propofal being acceded 
to, Peter, accompanied by the emprefs Katherine, embarked at 
Aftracan with a large .force, and proceeding along the welt twat 
of théeatpian, landed at Agrechan, in the province of Min~ 
*wrelia, about two hundred miles to the fouthward of the mouth 
of the Wolga; from thence he moved to the relief of Derbent, 
which had been befieged by the Afghans, and ftationing a party 
of three hundred men in the caftle, advanced a day’s march into 
Perfia; where he was met by the deputies of Baku, and Shah- 
machee who fought his protection againft the Afghans, then 
making ftrenuous exertions to reduce thefe places. 

PETER was preparing to undertake the fervice, when a Tur. 
kifh envoy arrived in the camp, and reprefented, that his mafter 
having annexed Shahmachee to the Turkifh dominion, was much 
difpleafed at the appearance of a Ruffian power in that quarter, 

and 
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and that unlels the emperor withdrew his forces, he was directed 
to declare war againft Ruffia. 

Perer having lately felt the fupcerior ftrength of the Turks 
in the unfortunate campaign of Pruth, and being then in a fo- 
reign country, deftitute of the refources neceflary for commen~ 
cing hoftilities againft fo powerful an enemy, he confented to a 
peaceable return to his own dominions. The Turkifh envoy ac- 
companied the army to the northern limits of Perfia, where he 
renfained until it had embarked for Aftracan. The party which 
had been lodged in the fort-of Derbent did not join the army 
in its retreat, but at the folicitation of the inhabitants conti. 

_nueéii that ftation, until the Ruffians at a future period ap= 
peared on the Cafpian, while thdfe of Baku deprived-of THE ops. 
of fuccour, received a body of Afghan troops into the town, 
and fubmitted to the government of I{pahan. 

Tut Ruffians had conftruéted a fmall fort on the river Millw 
Kenti, in the territory of the Lefghi Tartars, and garrifoned it 
with five hundred men, who after the departure of the grand army, 
were attacked by a large Afghan force and: wholly deftroyed. 
Peter, it is faid, loft in this expedition, a third part of his troops, 
by ficknefs, fatigue, and onfets of the Lefghis; a lofs the more: 
mortifying, as it was then attended by a fubverfion of the fan- 
guine proje€l he had formed, of extending his conqueft into the 
interior provinces of Perfia. 

"Ir appears that this cvent was followed in a fhort time, by 


ay 
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an ultimate and formal convention, between the courts of Cons 
ftantinople and Peterfburgh, which ftipulated that Shahmachee, 
the territories of Armenia, Georgia, and Melitaner, fhould be held 
permanent appendages of the Port; and that Peter fhould be left 
at liberty to profecute his defigns on the provinces of Perfia, 
bordering on the Cafpian fea. 

In the latter end of the year 1722, the Perfian chief of Ghilan 
deputed an agent to Aftracan with powers to deliver up Refhd, 
the capital of the province, to a Ruffian garrifon, fhould if be 
immediately difpatched to the relief of the city, then invefted by 
the Afghans. The emperor aflenting to the meafure, difpatched 
by fea a thowfand men to Ghilan, but on their arfival hey _ 
-weihfretifed admittance by the inhabitants, who alarmed at the 
sdelay of the aid, and threatened with fevere vengeance if they 
formed any conne(tion with the Ruffian government, had cn- 
tered into a negociation with the Afghan officer for the fur- 
render of the city. The Ruffian detachment formed an entrench 
ment on the fea~fhore, where it remained until a reinforcement 
of four thoufand men came from Aftracan, with orders to force 
an entrance into Refhd; but this fervice was not found neceflary, 
for on the arrival of the additional force, the gates of Refhd 
were immediately thrown open, and the whole province of Ghi- 
lan became fubject to Raffia. 

Tue officer who commanded the auxiliary troops, had in 
his paffage down the Cafpian, touched at Baku, where he was 

direcied 
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directed to lodge a garrifon, conformably to a previous requi- 
fition of the Perfian governor, but the fuccour arriving too late, 
the place had fubmitted to an Afghan army. Peter anxious to 
acquite fo valuable an acquifition, difpatched in the courfe of the 
following year, 1723, a ftrong naval arnament from Aftracan, 
which entering the port of Baku,* took the fort after a fhort 
bombardment. It is faid that previoufly to this fiege, the Per- 
fians had never feen a mortar, and that when the Ruffian bomb. 
ketch was warped into its ftation, they ridiculed the attempt 
of fo {mall a veffel preparing to attack the fort; but the de- 
ftruction of the buildings, and the carnage which enfued, {pee- 
dily_eenverted their contempt into aftonifhment and fear, 
Truss leading lines of the progrefs “and eftablifameritui the 
Ruffian power on the Cafpian fea, are largely borrowed from, 
the memoirs of a captain Bruce, who ferved in Peter’s army: 
during the firft Perfian expedition, and who feems to have made 
his obfervations with an accurate judgment; he has certainly 
related them with fimplicity and candor. His documents alfo, 
correfponding with the information which I collected in Pers 
fia, this fketch is laid before you with the greater confidence. 
From the period, at which Peter fixed his power in the pro- 
vinces of Shirvan and Ghilan, to the year 1732, when Nadir de. 


* This word, Iam informed, is compoled of the Perfian words, Bad and ku, fignify- 
ing,a windy hill; it is certain that a ftrong wind generally prevails at that place. 
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pofed Shali Thamas, and aflumed the diadem of Perfia, it is not 
feen that any material occurences interpofed to difturb the Ruf 
fian territory, or commerce on the Cafpian, But when this me: 
teor of the eaft had blazed forth, and in its courfe confimed 
or difmayed the furrounding nations, the Ruffians then invol- 
ved in domeftic commotion and intrigue, were compelled to eva» 
cuate their Cafpian dominion, with only the permiffion to hold 
a refident at the fea-port of Envillce, for the management of the 
Ghilan filk-trade.* . 

Fuurau Aut Kuan, having within thefe late years, enga~ 
ged in a defultory warfare with the Lefghi Tartars, fought the 
afliftance’ ofthe Ruffians, who ‘after repelling the incurfiays of 
the bse y, held for fome time poffeffion of the fort of Derbent, | 
It has been again rcftored ; but the conditions are not known, 
though we may infer from the policy of the court of Peters~ 
burgh, which is not in the habit of retrenching its limits, that 
the caufe of withdrawing the garrifon of Derbent, us riot pro- 
cecd from mere motives of liberality. 

Tuar your knowledge of this quarter of Perfia may be more 
complete and fatisfactory, I have been prompted to annex in this 


% In the year 174.6, an embafly was fent by the emprefs Elizabeth to Nadir Shah, a 
relation of which has been publifhed by Mr. William Cooke, who accompanied it in 
the capacity of a furgeon; and at that time it appears that except the Hnazille factory, 
and a commercial refidency at Derbent, the Ruflians did not poffefs any eitapaainient 


in Perfia. ‘ 


place, 
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place, a furvey of the Cafpian fea made by Captain Bruce, in 
the year, 1723, by the order of Peter, after his return from 
Perfia. The relation of this furvey is deficient in the detail of 
bearings, and often of the foundings, noi is it known whether 
thefe remarks were ever recorded, or have been omitted by the 
publither ; but the information is much wanted, for except the 
Ruffians, other nations are ftill trivially acquainted with the 
coafts of the Cafpian fea; efpecially with that which confines 
Tartary. 

Caprain Bruce fays, “ we reccived orders to go ail round 


€ 


nN 


the Cafpian fea to furvey and found it, and lay down in a 


chart all the rivers, crecks, and bays, with all the different 
* foundings ; and for this fervice, had one of the froug Dao 


6 


a 


built galleys of forty oars, carrying two eighteen pounders uf, 


€ 


n 


her prow, twenty four fwivels, and three hundred men, at- 


‘é 


n 


tended with four boats, two of cight oars, one of ten, and 


«another of twelve, cach boat carrying one fwivel gun ; and 


n 


¢ 


a 


two fub-cngincers were appointed for my affifiants. 

« ‘Tun 18th of April 1723, went down to the mouth of 
“ the Volga,* and next morning proceeding from thence eaft- 
** ward, we pafled in very fhallow watcr along the coaft, fo 
** very overgrown with weeds, that we were obliged to keep at 


** five or fix miles diftant from the fhore, in from ten to twelve 


* Porty miles below the city of Afliacan. 
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“ feet water; and all the way, even. for eight days time, we 
“ could find no place to Jand, even our f{malleft boats. We 
© faw two little iflands in the way, but we cotld not come 


“at them for rceds, but we killed a great number of fea-fowl, 


° 


‘that have their nefts in thefe iflands, and‘had plenty of fith 


”. 


‘and fowl, all the way. We failed and rowed, as the wind 


n 


* permitted, but came to an anchor every evening that no- 


n 


* thing might efcape our obfervation. 
“ On the 26th, we arived at the river Jaick, the moutlr of 
‘ which is one hundred fathoms broad, and eighteen feet deep ; 
‘ we went to the town of Jaick, that ftands about one mile 
‘© up the river, which is well fortified, and has a ftrong gar- 
« rifinmof Ruffians and Tartars,* to keep the Kalmuck and 
owe Tartars in awe, and to prevent them from attack. 
= ing each other, as they live in perpetual enmity. 

“Tur Nagayans inhabit all the country from Aftracan to 
“the Jaick, all along the fea coaft, being two hundred and fifty 
© verlts ‘++ in extent ; and the Kalmucks poflefs that vaft tract of 
“land from Saratoff to the great defert of Beriket, and that 
*¢ tract to the fouth of the Jaick, all along the fhore to the 
*€ river Yembo, which is g3 verfts from this place; we ftaycd 


® The inhabitants of that tract of Tartary, which has been completely ft bdued by 
Ruffia and now a flationary people. 

+ At the common calculation of two thirds of a mile to a verft, this diftance is 
270 miles. . 
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only one day, at Jaick,* and provided ourfelves with frefh meat 

“ and water. ; 

** Berne informed by the governor of the place, that there 

“ was a large gulf to the eaftward, extending to the river Yembo, 

“ but too fhallow to admit our galley. I fent one of our 

“¢ engineers to go round and furvey it, and join us again on 

*« the oppofite point, for which we proceeded immediately ; and 

failing fouth, we anchored on the 30th, between the ifland 

« of Kulala and the point of the main, in fix fathoms water, 

“ in view of the mountains of Kanayan, and from whence we 

“ had a clean and deep fhore. At this place begin the ter- 

“¢ ritories of the Turkiftan and Turcomanian Tartars. During our 

“ flay, waiting the return of the engineer, we laid in peab. 
“ of wood and water, and diverted ourfelves with fowling and. 


n 


fifhing ; we caught here a Beluga of upwards of fix yards 
“Jong and thick in proportion, from the roe of which we 


c 


n 


made excellent caviar, which lafted us above a month. 
«Our engineer .with the boats joined us, on the roth 


€ 


n 


of May, who reported that in the furvey of the bay, he 


* The Ruffians fend annually, two or three barks from Aftracan to Uir Gunge, a 
‘Turcoman mart, fituated on this river, above the town of Jaick, whence in return for 
European commodities, as fteel, bar-iron, and remnants of broad-cloth, they impoit 
furs, and falt fifth. The Jaick continues frozen from the month of December to the 
middle of March, during which period, the Uir Gunge trade ceafes; nor do the Tartars, 
who are chiefly merchants of Bochara, and Samur Kund, refide at that place, after the 
atparture of the Ruffian velfels, —--——- GEORGE Hons PER, 
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found only from five to eight feet. water; that the whole 
fhore was fo covered with reeds, that they could only land 
at the mouth of the river Yembo, which was both broad, 
and deep. We left the ifland of Kulala, on the rth, on 
our way to the gulf of Ifkander, where we arrived on the 
26th; all along this coaft there is a great depth of water, fo 
that we could land with our galley on any part of it. 

‘“ A Great number of fmall tivers fall into the fea from” 
the mountains, but we could not learn their names although 
I attempted to get information, by fending the twelve oared 
boat with an officer and twenty four men, and an interpreter 
to fpeak to the people on fhore; but they no’ fooner came 
negr enough, than the Tartars let fly a volley of arrows at 
our people, who returned the falute with a difcharge of their 
mufquetry at them; and we fired one of our great guns from 
the galley at them, which made them retire to the mountains 
in good hafte. They always appeared in great parties, on 
horfeback, and well armed, and we faw feveral of their hords 
or camps at a great diftance, from which they move at plea- 
fure, and wander from place to place, for thofe Tartars have 
no fettled abode; they contined to attend us every day in great 
parties, to watch our motions, out of the reach of our guns, 
and they difappeared entirely on our arrival in the gulf of If- 
kander, which is one hundred and eighty four verfts from the 


ifland of Kulala. In this gulf which is thirty verfts in length 
“ and 
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« and eighteen broad, we found near the fhore from five to fix 
“ fathoms water, with a clear ground and exceeding good an- 
** chorage.” 

On the roth of Apiil, the veffel in which I had embarked, 
failed for Baku, and coafting the north-eaft head-land of the 
bay, anchored at Abfhhorah,* a road-ftead on a rocky fhore, at 
which place moft of the paflengers came on board. The Ar- 
menians and Greeks had remained to cclebrate the Eafter-feftival 
at Baku, where they have been permitted to erect a fmall chapel. 
The Perfians of Shirwan, whether, from a frequent intercourfe 
with the Greeks, who introduce much wealth into their coun- 
_try, or from a diead of the Ruffian power, fhew a lefs diflilke 
to the Chriftians than thofe of the eaftern prexinces.} _ 

Nor being confidered a ftaunch member of the faith, o1 
thought to policfs a fufficient fanétity of manners, I was not 
invited to aflift at the conclufion of the Eafter-faft. But, much 
againft my will, I became a partaker of it on board the veflel, 
On the morning of Eafler-funday, long before break of day, 
the whole fhip’s crew, from the maficr to the cook, rufhed tu- 
multuoufly into the cabin, where I was afleep, and bellowed out 
their prayers to the figures of the viigin, and their patron, Saint 


* A Perfian compound word, fignifying fult water. 

+ A fociety of Peifians, of the Soont faith, 1s etlablifhed at Shahmachee, and its 
neighbouthood, who ae goveined by a chief of then own tubs, a proptictor of cers 
tain diflis held in Feu of Futtah Ali Bhan, 


Michulas, 
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Nicholas, for the fpeedy deliverance of Chrift from the grave, 
which as foon as was fuppofed to be effected, they faluted each 
other by a kifs, faying “ Chrift has rifen.” 

Durine the fervor of this occupation, I was wholly over 
looked and trampled on, They did not however negleét me in 
the more fubftantial part of the feftival; for though in bed, they 
placed near me a large pudding ftuffed with meat, which they 
earneftly defired me to eat; obferving that as I muft have in- 
curred a fevere reftraint during their rigorous lent, it was now 
neceflary to regale and be merry. They themfelves implicitly con- 
formed to the advice; and from the extraordinary quantity of 
flefh preat which they haftily devoured, during thefé holidays, 
it ¢med that they eat as much for the purpofe of compenfa- 
ting loft time, as the gratification of appetite. 

On the 13th of April, every perfon and every parcel that 
could poffibly find a place being embarked, the veffel failed, paf- 
fing between a fmall ifland of rocks and the main. On looking 
around, I was amazed at the crowd of paflengers, and the lum- 
ber that was fcattered on the deck and fufpended from the fides. 
I could not have thought it poflible for fuch a fpace to contain 
fo much matter. The lodging allotted to me, admitted {cantily 
of my length, and of lying only on one fide; but I was fortu- 
nate in an interior ftation, which faved me from being trod on 
by the other paflengers, over whom lay my common path. 
When placed at the fame beard with a Ruffian, an Armenian, 

a Greek, 
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a Greek, and a Perfian, I ufed to inveftigate with a pleafing cu- 
riofity the caufe which had linked in the bonds of fociety, five 
perfons of different nations, manners, and prejudices, The union 
was manifeftly formed by felf-intereft, which when refined by 
a knowledge of the world, induces inen to feek profit and plea- 
pleafure through various channels, and in the purfuit, which is 
eager and vigorous, many are prompted to break down the 
ftrongeft fences which education or fuperftition can plant. 

»On the evening of the 2oth, having feen two fifhing-boats 
which marked the vicinity of the Aftracan fhore, our bark came 
to an anchor in three fathom water, but no land in fight. In 
the evening the wind began to blow with violence, and raifed 
the fea; which in the Cafpian. is foon agitated, having a” fhort 
irregular motion and breaking with great force. T had not beer 
long in bed, when the Greek gentleman expreffed an apprehen- 
fion that the veffel was touching the ground, which was foon 
verified by a rough fhock of the rudder. A fcene of confi. 
fion, marked with various tokens of diftrefs now enfued. Some 
were bawling out if the Ruffian, the Armenian and in the Per- 
fian language, while others were lamenting their fate in Greek 
and Turkith. 

Hap I not been fo effentially interefted in the event, which 
bore a very unpromifing afpect, the diverfity of modes adapted 
in exprefling a fenfe of this difafter, would have afforded mat- 
ter of curious notice. Every man was imploring the divine in- 
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terpofition in his o.wn manner and language; but my attention was 
chiefly attraéled by a Perfian who had taken refuge in the ca- 
bin, a place he imagined of the more ‘fafety, from the mafter 
having taken his ftation there. In a piteous tone, he begged 
that I would accommédate him with a pillow, that he might 
compofe himfelf, and await his laft hour with refignation ; amidft 
his ejaculations which were loud and fervent, he did not once 
mention the name of Mahomet. The whole force of his prayers 
were levelled at Ali, on whom he beltowed every title that cbuld 
denote fandity, or military prowefs; he called on him by the 
name of the Friend of God, the Lord of the faithful and the Bran- 
difher of the invincible fword, to look down on his fervant, and 
shield him from the impending evil; thinking alfo to obtain the 
more grace with the father, he would occafionally launch out 
into the praifes of his two fons. 

Tuc bales of filk, with which the cabin was filled to half 
its height, being removed forward, the veffel which ftruck only 
at the ftern, was for a time relicved; but the wind and fea in- 
creafing, our danger became imminent. I propofed to the Greek, 
to throw over fome part of the cargoe, as the beft mode of fa- 
ving the reft, as alfo our lives; and he was difpofed to try the 
expedient, had he not been obftructed by the paflengers, who 
bitterly inveighed againft the propofal, and the adventuring Fe- 


%* Hoffin and Hufleyn, 
ringhee, 
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ringhee its author, who having nothing to lofe, they faid, was 
little interefted in the iffue. Yet I can with truth aver, that in 
_ no fituation of difficulty in which I have been occafionally in- 
volved, did I ever feel a ftronger reluétance of quitting the “ warm 
precinéts of day ;” I could not with adequate fortitude reconcile 
the idea of being ‘loft on a fhore, which I had fo long fought 
with labor and anxiety, and which I had approached only to 
meet deftruction. But that I might not be taken wholly unpre- 
pared I fecured about my perfon the journal of my route, the 
only article of property which was in the leaft valuable. 

Havine obtained the Greek’s confent to cut away fome 
heavy fumber which hung from that quarter, and greatly con. 
tributed to augment.the foree of the vellcl’s flriking the vround ; 
I began to throw into the fea empty calls, tubs, | and Dalkebs 
of fruit; and was proceeding brifkly in the work, when I was 
driven from my poft by a ftrong party of the proprictors, 

On the 22d, before noon, the wind having abated a little, 
the crew were enabled, though with with difficulty, to hoift out 
the. boat, which was out of all proportion, large and heavy ; 
nor did the veffel ever touch the ground after being difbur- 
thencd of this mafs. 

On the agd, at anchor, the wind moderate but contrary. 
The veffel remained nearly in the fame place until the 28th, 
when many fifhing boats came in fight; not lefs I imagine, 
than one hundred; and fome of them vifiting us, we purchafed 
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at the rate of a fhilling a piece excellerit fturgeon, the roes of 
which, {tripped of the filaments and fprinkled with falt, with- 
out any other preparation, is the common food of the Ruffiahs, 
and of which I have eat heartily. This when dried, is called 
in Europe, the caviar, and produces a profitable traffick to the 
city of Aftracan. The fturgeon fithery is chiefly conduéted by 
Kalmuck Tartars, who find a ready fale for their fifth, at nu- 
merous factories, eftablifhed by the Ruffians, on the lower parts 
of the Volga, for the purpofe of falting fturgeon and preparing 
the caviar. 

Havine underftood that the Kalmucks were a migrating 
people, confifting wholly: of* fhepherds and foldiers, who derived 
a Aubbftance from their broods of cattle, and marauding expe- 
ditions, I was furprized at feeing them occupied in a marine pro- 
feffion. But many thoufands of the Kalmuck race are {cattered 
about the northern coaft of the Cafpian, where in fmall narrow 
boats, worked by four or five perfons, they are engaged in the ftur- 
geon fifhery during the fummer months. They often continue 
many fucceffive days at fea, the water* of which they drink. And 
they eat in its raw flate part of the produce of their labors. 

Tuer is not perhaps on the face of the earth, a human creature 


* At the d ftance of fifteen and twenty leagues from the north fhore of the Caf 
pian, the water frefhened by the large rivers flowing into it from that quarter, may 
be drunk without prejudice 5 it being only brackifh, when the wind blows ftrong from 
the fouthward 


who 
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who lives on coarfer fare, or to a civilized people more difgufting 
than a Kalmuck Tartar ; not even the favazes of fouthern Africa, 
Putrid fith raw, or‘the flefh of carrion, horfes, oxen, and ca- 
ris, is the ordinary food of Kalmucks; and they are more 
alive and lefs fufceptible of the inclemency of weather, than 
any race of men I have ever feen. The features of a Kalmuck, 
though coarfer, bear a ftriking refemblance to thofe of a Chi- 
nefe; the upper part of his nofe is fcarcely feen to project from 
the face, and its extremity is furnifhed with widely dilated 
noftrils. 

Brine anxious to leave the fhip whofe provifions were nearly 
confumed, and which from the crowd and filth of the paffen- 
gers, ‘had ‘becotne very offenfive,. 1 hired in conjunction ‘with the 
Greek gentleman, a Kalmuck boat to go to Aftracan. But be- 
fore I quit the fubject of the veflel, I muft mention to you that we 
brought from Baku five Hindoos; two of them were merchants 
of Moultan and three were mendicants, a father, his fon, and 
a Sunyaffec.* The laft was a hale, fpririted young man, who 
impelled by an equal alertnefs in mind and body, blended alfo 
with a ftrong tinéture of fanaticifm, was making, it may be 
termed, the tour of the world; for he did not feem to hold 
“+ 4 matter of much concern whither his courfe was dircéled, 


y» wided he was in motion 


* The name of a religious fect of Hindvos. chiefly of the Bramin tube. 


a 
Kka2 Tri 


260 . FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


Tz Hindoos at Balu had fupplied his little wants, and re. 
commended him to ‘their agents in Ruffia, whence he faid, he- 
would like to proceed with me to England. The Moultange 
Hindoos were going to Aftracan on a commercial pay a 
merely, and would not have gone a mile out of the road to have 
ferved God or man. When I accufed the Hindoos of polluting 
themfelyes by drinking the cafk-water, and preparing victuals 
in the fhip-kitchen, they obferved, that they had already become 
impure by croffing the forbidden river,* beyond which all dif- 
crimination of tribes ceafed. ‘Though fpirituous liquors are pro- 
hibited to the Hindoos, it does not appear that the ufe of bang, 
an intoxicayng, weed; which wefernbles the hemp in Europe, and 
is, prefsaréd’ either for fmoking or a draught, is confidered even by 
the moft rigid, a breach of the law, for they drink it without 
referve, and often to excefs. 

In the evening of the 28th of April, four of us embarked 
in one of the Kalmuck boats, rowed by four ftout men, who 
direGting a courfe for the Aftracan channel, proceeded at the rate 
of five miles an hour, over very fmooth water; we reached be- 
fore night a fmall inhabited ifland, about twenty five miles 
diftant from the veffel; and as the Kalmucks were fatigued with 
hard work, it was agreed to go on fhore for a few hours to 
give them a refpite. I landed with joy on the territory of 


* The Attoc,-- NV, 8, The verles, of the Emperor to the Hindoo. Rajah. 
Ruffia ; 
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Ruffia ; and you who -have now perufed the flory of my long, 
laborious journey, will fee reafon, without the aid of figurative 
etlargement, for the pleafure I felt. The inhabitants of the 
iftnd, who were agents of the fturgeon fithery, recef¥ed us with 
cordiality, and when apprized of the Greek gentleman’s rank in 
the fervice, treated him with much refpect. In a wooden houfe, 
cleanly furnifhed in the European manner, which to me was a 
rare object, we were entertained with a difh of fturgeon in 
Broth, good bread, and pure water. Excufe the fenfuality of my 
defcription; but I muft give way to an impulfe of joy at the 
remembrance of that delicious meal. It was perfonally ferved 
up by our hoft, who agreeably, to the ancient cuftom of Ruffia 
waited at fable, and perfornred- all the offices of affiduous hof- 
pitality. ae 
At the conclufion of the repaft, in which the Kalmucks had 
fubfequently fhared, we proceeded on our journey, and leaving 
John’s Ifland * on the left, the lights of which were feen, en- 
tered the Aftracan branch of the Volga. About midnight the 
boatmen became fo much harraffed by the labor of the oar, at 
which they probably had been employed all the preceding day, 
that it was found necellary to refrefh them with a little fleep, 
of which F was alfo in great need. Having only a {pace to fit 


* Called alfo Chattiree Rougarree, It ftands at the mouth of the Aftracan channel, 
and is furnifhed with a light-houfe, 
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on with my legs be under me, the pofition had long been 
very painful, and no fooner did the boat touch ground, than 
leaping out, I fpread my cloak on the ground, and flept foundly 
three hours. At day light we commenced our journey, which 
led among numerous low iflands, covered with reeds, and about 
eight o’clock in the morning, arrived at a ftation called the 
Brand Wacht, about twelve miles within John’s Ifland, where 
a matine guard is pofted for the protection of the cuftom 
houfe, and enforcing the occafional obfervance of quarantine. 
It was fortunate that I had procured a written teftimony of 
my fituation from the captain of the frigate at Baku, without 
which .J mutt have awaited the orders of the Aftracan , govern- 
ment, ‘We digcharzéed the Kalmucks at the Brand Wacht, and 
hired an eight oared boat, the property of Turkoman Tartars,* 
who were clothed like Ruffian feamen, and very expert in the 
‘ management of the oar. 

Tur Turkot.an fubjeéts of Ruffia, are an induftrious quiet 
people, and have become ufeful fubjects to the ftate. Many of 
them ferve in the navy and army, where they are received without 
objection to their religious tenets, which are lefs intemperate, than 
thofe of any other of the weftern Mahometans. Few villages are 
feen on the borders of this branch of the Volga; the land, nearly 


* The defcendants of thofe Tartars, who were in poffeffion of Aftracan, when it 
was {ubdued in 1552, by the Czar, Ivan Bafilivitz, furnamed the Tyrant, 
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level with the water, is thickly covered with reeds, affording a 
commodious fhelter to numerous flocks of wild geefe, which feem 
‘to s\ave reforted thither from all quarters of the globe ; nor could 
they have chofen a fitter place; it is cqually fecluded from the 
haunts of men and animals, defended by a ftrong cover, and abun- 
dantly fupplied with frefh water. 

Wuen we arrived in fight of the great church of Aftracan, 
which with the other fpires and high buildings of that city, pre- 
fent a beautiful vifta to a long reach of the Volga, my Greek friend 
arofe, and making the fign of the crofs on his body, offered up, 
with an unaffected decent devotion, a prayer of thankfgiving for 
his fafe-returm—to~his-country ; and J truft that I fhall not incur 
‘your cenfure for having adopted his manner and example. Forms 
are the leaft important part of our duty, and the obfervance of 
this, I held a neceffary refpect for the religious worfhip of a man 
who had rendered me effential offices of humanity. 

On our arrival at his houfe, which ftands on the bank of the 
river, I requefted leave to retire to a feparate apartment until my 
perfon fhould undergo a purification, which had now become urs 
gently neceflary, and fome European apparel provided. This warm 
hearted Greek would not liften to the propofal, but feizing my 
arm, forcibly dragged me into the room, where his wife, a pretty 
young woman, and fome gentlemen of the place were affembled. 
He introduced me to the company, by the name of Signor Georgio, 
and in a few words, recounted to them the heads of my ftory. 

Though 
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Though I was clad in an ordinary Perfian drefs, had a rough 
beard, and a very weather-beaten face, not,one of them feemec! to 
notice the uncouth appearance, but by kind and polite congigtu- ° 
lations, took every occafion to difpel my evident embarraflfnent. 
I foon went to bed, where I muft have been overpowered by a 
ftrong fleep; for the Greek told me in the morning, that he had 
made repeated attempts to awaken me, fearing that his houfe 
would have been confiamed by a fire, which had broke out with 
violence in the neighbourhood. My hoft infifted on furnifhing 
me with clothing out of his own wardrobe, obferving that my 
fhort ftay at Aftracan, would not admit of a new equipmertft ; 
an Arthenian.géiteleniaa,” wh “came +8 welcome the Greek’s ar- 
rival, propofed to introduce me to the officer, commanding the 
Cafpian fquadron, and to one of my countrymen, a lieutenant 
in the Ruffian navy. 

Tue commodore,* who fpoke the Englith language very in- 
telligibly, received us with much politeness, and fent a fervant 
to inform Mr. Long, the Englifh gentleman, of my arrival. 
The connection which I formed with my countryman, who was 
of a friendly and chearful difpofition, rendered my ftay at Af 
tracan, very pleafant; and having little other occupation there, 
than’ that of a {pectator, you will neceflarily fuppofe, that I 
ought to give fome defcription of this quarter of Ruffia; but 


* Peter [Tannicoff, a knight of one of the military orders, 
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the , fubject has already been fo amply inveftigated by writers of 
almpft every European nation, that had even my refidence enabled 
me 'jo undertake the difcuffion, little remains to be defcribed. 

I'\ is feen in the hiftory of Ruffia, that the Czar, Ivan Bafi- 
lovitz, having in the year 1552, conquered the Tartar kingdom 
of Cafan, he turned his arms againft the Nogay Tartars of Aftra- 
can, and fubdued their country, the capital of which he took by 
aflault, and ftrengthened it by a new fortification in the Afiatic 
manner. .The {pace which the territory of Aftracan occupies on 
the face of the globe is fo peculiarly marked, that it enforces the 
notice of every obferver. On the eaft and fouth-eaft, it is tkirted 
by a wild extenfive defert, reaching to the habitable quarters of 
Tranfoxonian Tartary ; on the fouth, it hath the barren fhores of 
the Cafpian fea; on the fouth-eaft, a defert of three or four hun 
dred miles, extending to Circaflia, which is only fupplied at two 
places with frefh water; and on the weft, another fpacious wafte 
divides it from the Black fea: 

On thefe dreary plains, little other veftige of humanity is 
feen than thinly {cattered hords of roving Tartars, whofe rude 
and favage life but increafes the horror of the fcene; and, as 
if the kinder powers of nature had been deftroyed, or arrefted 
by fome malignant influence, not a fhrub or blade of grafs is 
to be feen on many of thefe plains that is not tainted with 
noxions qualities. To the north and north-eaft, the province 
‘of Aftracan is bounded by Ruffias Proper, and Cazan, on which 

Vou, WI. Ll fide 
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fide alfo a wide tract of barren land is interpofed. The iffand 
en which Aftracan ftands, as well as its dependant terrigory, 
produces no grain, and though fo deeply furrounded by degerts,. 
no quarter of the Ruffian dominions is more pan 
plicd with this provifion. The country to the weftward and 
fouthward of Aftracan, produces a natural falt of an excellent 
guality for domeftic ufes, which is tranfported from thence to 
remote parts of the empire, chiefly by water carriage.* The 
flourifhing ftate of the province of Aftracan, hath alfo b&en 
largely promoted by its fifheries on the Volga and the Cafpian 
fea, where the fifh are procured and falted at a cheap rate, and 


the fale is very extenfive. 
_A Brisk traffick has long fubfifted between Aftracan and 
the Tartars of Bochara and Khieva, who in return for their 
curious furs and lambfkins, purchafe a variety of European com- 
moditics. Yet the natural advantages of Aftracan would yield 
but a fmall portion of their benefits, did not the Volga furnifh the_. 
means of a fecure and commodious conveyance. This fiver, 
which has a courfe of not Icfs than two thoufand Britifh miles, 
takes its rife from a lake of the fame name, in. the province of No- 


* Saltpetre, though not in large quantities, is found in the vicinity of Aftracan, 
which, according to Cooke, is taken out of the earth, and macerated for fome time in 
water; then they draw it off, and by adding foot and fome quick lime, evaporate the 
water, and make as good faltpetre as can be made any where. Sce tracts of Mr, 


William Cooke, Surgeon,. 


vogorod,, 
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vogbrod, latitude 57, lorigitude eaft 51, and after fkirting nume~ 
rous cities and* mercantile towns, falls into the Cafpian fea, forty 
milts below Aftracan. In this courfe, it receives many rivers and 
leffer'\ ftreams, which fpreading to the eaftward, form a navigable 
communication throughout that wide fpace of country, lying be- 
tween Siberia and the Dnieper. 

By the Occa which receives the river Mofca and joins the Vol- 
ga, at the city of Nijnio-Novogorod, large boats pafs from Aftracan 
to the old capital; and by a canal which unites the Volga with the 
Mfta, a river ultimately flowing into the Ladoga lake, the fource of 
the Neva, an inland navigation is completely opened between the 
Cafpian dnd the Baltic feas, From the level face of the country, 
the current * of the Volga has little foreé, ahd will admit of boats 
being warped againft it, at the rate of three miles an hour. The 
city of Aftracan is fuppofed to contain about eighty thoufand in- 
habitants. Exclufive of the Ruffians, there is a numerous colony 
of Nagayan Tartars, (the ancient people of the country), many 
Greeks, Armenians, and Circaffians, fome itinerant Perfians, and a 
Imall fociety of Hindoos. 

In the life of Timur Beg, tranflated from the Perfic by M. 
Petit de la Croix, Aftracan is denominated [Hadji Terkan, one 


of the principal cities of the kingdom of Kapchac, which Ti- 


* Tt runs about one and a half, and two miles per hour. 
+ For a defcription of the manne: in which thefe beats are worked, fee Hanway’. 
‘ 
and Bruce’s travels. 


Llea . mur, 
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mur, when he penetrated into that quarter of Tartary, took gnd 
deftroyed. This prince detached alfo a part of his army fur- 
ther up the Volga to Serai,* the capital of Kapchac, which. 
was plundered and reduced to afhes. In the hiftory of Tfmur, 
I find a paflage relative to Ruffia, which for the curious in- 
formation it conveys, deferves a diftin notice. 

Timur, in the purfuit of a vanquifhed enemy, arrived at 
the river Dnieper, which leaving on the left, he croffed the 
Don, and entered the dominion of Ruffia. The author, in fhe 
Englifh tranflation, fays, ‘ our foldiers purfued him as far as 
‘‘ Corafon, the prefent Korefh, a town of Grand Ruffia, which 
“* they entirely pillaged. ‘They over-run all the great kingdom of 
“4 Muscovy and Ourous-dgic, or Little Ruffia, where they took 
« prodigious droves of cattle, and abundance of women, and girls 
«* of all ages, and of an extraordinary beauty and fhape. Then 
« Timur went in perfon to the city of Mofcow, the capital of 
‘ Grand Ruffia, which his foldiers plundered, as they had done, 
« all the neighbouring places dependant on it, defeating“ana Zin 


nm 


a 


“ ting in pieces the governors and princes. The Ruflians and 


an 


* Mufcovites never beheld their kingdom in fo bad a condition ; 
«their plains being covered with dead bodies. The army en- 
‘ riched themfelves with whatever they could find in this vaft 


ea 


* country, as ingots of gold, filver blades, great quantities of 


* An Afiatic word fignifying refidence. 


* antioch 5 
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« Antioch; very much efteemed cloth, wove in Ruffia with a great 
** deal of fkill and nicety; vaft numbers of fables, black as jet, 
: hod érmins, with which every perfon in the army was fuf- 
“ fidently furnifhed, both for his own and his childrens lives ; 
“ as/likewife {kins of vacafh, grey and white, {potted like tygers 
“ fkins. They alfo brought away many fkins of grey and red 
“« foxes, and an infinite number of young colts which had not 
“been fhod. It would be tedious to give a detail of all the 
“booty they obtained in this great country.” 

Wuar an immenfe {cope did the conquefts and invafions of 
Timur embrace. His arms were feen victorious on the Ganges, and 
his banners flying on the confines of the Baltic feal yet, view th. 
fcene of the prefent day, ~and-you-will-behold the great empj "Cx 
which he founded, mouldered into duft. Ruffia which had felt the 
force of the deftructive Tartar, and was but yefterday drawn 
out of barbarifm and reduced into form, hath already taken am. 
le vengeance* for the difgrace fhe then fuffered; and in the 
probable revolution of events, promifes to complete the work 
which has been fo fuccefsfully begun. 

Durine the flourifhing ftate of Perfia and Turkey, when 
thefe powers were enabled to reftrain the Ruffian empire within its 
proper limit, Aftracan was confidered an important frontier. But 


* The imperial family of Turkey is of the Tartar races 
fince 
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fince the decay of the Perfian monarchy, the independanc 
Geoigia, and the ceflion of the Crimea by the Turks, who in {his 
furrender have proclaimed their weaknefs and pufillanimity.-to 
the 
eaftern and weftern fides of the Volga, have been either ¢om~ 


the world; and fince the Tartars who were {cattered ove 


pelled to defert their haunts, or fubmit to the Ruffian power, 
this province no longer forms the boundary of the empire. The 
government of Aftracan, is now directed by a fyftem wholly civil 
and commercial, and the garrifon confifts of about fifteen hundred 
men, who have more the appearance of militia than regular 
troops, and are confpicuoufly deficient in military order. 

~~. ln this city, which occupies a mediate fituation between Afia 
aml Europe, there is perhaps a more diverfified affemblage of 
nations, than on any other {pot on the globe, and a more 
liberal difplay of toleration; you fee the Greek, Lutheran, 
and Roman churches, mingled with the Mahometan mofque 
and Hindoo pagoda, and the different fectaries united by th 
bonds of a common focial compact. The largeft portion of 
the induftry and adventure which fupports the commerce of 
Afiracan, is contributed by the Armenians, who are the pro- 
prietors of moft of the Cafpian veffels, and the chief conductors 
of the Perfian trade. By their pliant manners but more by 
their wealth, which has fupplied the means of fecuring the favor 


of government, the Armenians have acquired a diftinguifhed in- 
fluence 
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fluence and refpect in.this proviuce. Wheie chey exnibit a 
cugabrous luxury and fplendor; and generally adopt the Puf- 
fia manners. It evidently appears that the extenlive eucou- 
ragement given to thefe people, has conduced to introduce much 
wealth and commercial emulation into this part of the empire,. 
Tur Hindoos alfo enjoy at Aftracan very fair indulgence; 
nor could they in the moft celebrated places of worfhip in India, 
perform their rites with more freedom. ‘They are not ftationary 
refidents, nor do they keep any of their females in this city; 
but after accumulating a certain propeity they return to India, 
and are fucceeded by other adventurers. Being a mercantile fect 
of their nation, and occupied in a defultory {pecies of traflick, 
they have neglected to” preferve—any~tecord” of their firft fetipe- 
ment, and fubfequent progrefs in this quaiter of Ruflia; nor is 
the fact afcertained with any accuracy by the natives of Aftracan, 
Tn the karavanfera allotted to them, which is commodious and 
detached, they make their ablutions and offer up their prayers, 
“WittOUt attracting even the cutiofity of the Chriftians; and they 
do not fail to gratefully contraft fo temperate a conduct with. 
that of Perfia, where their religion, perfons, and property, are 

equally expofed to the attacks of bigotry and avarice. 
Manirestr proofs were daily prefented to me of the benefits 
conferred by the Volga on Aftracan, and the fouthern quarters 
of the province, which though produétive of no grain, and but 
Jitule 
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little pafturage, are amply fupplied with provifions,* from fhe 
vicinity of Czaritfin, and even from Cafan, though at the (lit 
tance of one thoufand miles. A grand teftimony of the ufel of . 
this river, which is formed on common notice, is feen in th¢ im- 
mediate conftruction of the city of Aftracan, which, though not 
a tree grows in the province, except in gardens, is chiefly com- 
pofed of wooden houfes; numerous veffels are alfo built in the 
docks, and vaft quantity of fuel is confumed by the inhabitants. 
All this timber is floated down the Volga, or imported in boats 
from the upper countries, 
Durine my fhort ftay at Aftracan, I daily vifited the ma~ 
~sine yard, where I received much pleafure in viewing the pro- 
gthts which the Ruflians have made in all the degrees of naval 
architecture, fince the time of Peter. The f{quadron now in 
force for the protection of the Cafpian trade, and awing fuch 
of the bordering ftates as may be hoftile to the defigns of Ruf 
fia, confifts of five frigates-+ of twenty guns, one bomb-ketch_, 
and fome tenders. Out of this amount, two frigates with the 
bomb-ketch are at Aftracan, one at fea, and two on the paflage 
from Cafan. Thefe veffels on account of the fhallows at the 
mouth of the Volga, are conftructed on a broad bottom, and 
draw only eight or nine feet water. An extenfive marine yard 


* Wheat bread, bore the price of one and a half farthing per pound, and beef of 
three faithings per pound, 


4 Six pounders. 
has 


FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 273 


has\ been within this late years eftablifhed at Cafan, where the 
abu idant produce of oak timber, and other neceffary materials, 
witl the advantage of the 1iver, have pointed out the convenicncy 
of Building the hulls of the veflels deftined for the Cafpian fervice. 
The Ruffians have introduced into their navy, many of the Dutch 
principles and regulations, which it is probable were adopted 
by Peter, fubfequently to his refidence in Holland, and by the 
naval officers which he invited from that Country. Some French 
ordinances relative to the rank and duty of officers, are alfo in- 
troduced, but it 1s not fecn that their fyftem has received any 


improvement from the marine of England. 


Ture Ruffian feamen, in addition to their diet and clothes, ree -- 


ceive nine rubles* pera * per annum, aid as airtivadncemierit to prefer the ny 
val fervice, they are fupplied with a daily ration of flefh provifions ; ; 
an allowance not granted to the army, though it is alfo furnifhed 
with diet by the government. The Cafpian fquadron at this 
weniod, acts ultimately under the orders of Gencral Potemkin, 
lote army is ftationed between the Cafpian and the Black-fea, 
\ pait of this force has been lately detached into Seoreia, the 
‘+ eritory of Prince Heraclius,| a Chriftian chief, who in the lat 

uw between the Ruffians and the Tuiks, withdrew his allegiance 


vm the Porte. 


* A iuble amounts to about four flullings and three pence, 
| Confifting of rye-biead, and falt only. 
| Le 1s denominated by the Aftics, Hetacly Khan, 
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Since the acceflion of the Crimea to Ruffia, the empgefs 
hath held ont an avowed proteétion to Heraclius, who is fow 
declared an independant prince; and it appears that an ofsicer 
of the court has been deputed to prefent him, in the imperiat 
name, with a crown of gold, and the title of King of Grafia.* 
By this acl of policy, which involved no danger or charge, hath 
the afpiring monarch of Ruffia, fecured an ufeful ally, and efta- 
blifhed on the fide of Georgia a fubftantial barrier againft the 
natural enemies of her ftate. The other potentates of Europe, 
are in the ufage of prefenting their portraits, fome curious ani- 
mal, perhaps, or patents of nobility to their allies and favo- 
‘ites ; but a commanding fortune has enabled Catharine to be- 
ulew on her friends, crowns and kingdoms. It may be faid 
that Ruflia holds the fupremacy of Georgia, and it is probable 
that at the death of the prince, a period which his advanced 
age places at no remote diftance, the fucceffion with be arranged 
in the manner moft accordant with the policy of the court of 
Peterfburgh. ‘ 

AN reece befel me on the day previoufly to my depar- 
ture from Aftracan, which from a curious faét which it difclo- 


~ 


fed, may not be unworthy of your notice. Whilft I was look- 
ing at fome paflages of Hanway’s travels in Mr. Long’s apart- 


* An ancient name, I underftand, of Georgia. 
+ Count Poniatoufky and Hetaclius. 


ment, 
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mint, a Ruffian gentleman came in, who perceiving that I was 

a Noreigner, and from fome broken words which I fpoke, pro- 
bably an Englifhman, he addrefled me with fluency in my own 
“Yat wage; the book in my hand, which he obferved, belonged to 

him, had great merit, and that he was himfelf well acquainted 

with many of the events recorded in it. Without ceremony 

he entered into a general difcuflion of the hiftory of Perfia, from 

the period of Hanway’s conclufion to the prefent time, and treated 
. rthe fubjeét with much apparent accuracy. 

Tus gentleman of the name of Marcke, had held the rank 
of Brigadier General, in the Ruffian fervicc, and for fome years 
direéted*the affairs of the Ruffian factory at Ghilan, But, one 
charge of opprefling fome Armentaii a'therchants, he was difnyit- 
fed from the fervice, and muléted in the whole amount of his 
property. Mr. Marcke concluded his obfervations on Perfia, by 
noticing, that the Captain Elton, who has been already men- 
tioned, marricd an Armenian woman in Ghilan, and his daugh. 
ter, the iffue of that marriage, was now refiding, at Aftracan. 
Intelligence, he faid, had been received, that an eftate of legacy 
had been bequeathed to Elton, during his fuppofed refidence in 
Perfia, and that if fuch property had really devolved on him, 
no one pofleffed a fairer claim to it than his daughter, who 
could afcertain the legitimacy of her birth, and who now a 
widow, encumbered with many childicn, was reduced to extreme 

Mm? andi- 
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indigence.‘ Jt would be an act of charity, he added, to mg@Ke 

an enquiry on my airival in England into the tiuth of thus 

intelligence, and endeavour to obtain fomé provifion for a dif. | 
tielled family. Noticing in me a more than ordinary saad 
for the misfoitunes of this woman and the fate of her father, 

he faid, that if I faw her, I fhould be enabled to teptefent her 
fituation with more corioboiating facts. He objected to the pro- 

pofal of my going to her houfe, apprehending from her 11anner 
of life, that the vifit would be incommodious; but went hitn- 
felf and condu@led her to Mr. Long’s lodgings. She was a 
little woman about forty years of age, had from fome accident 
become lame, and was accompanied by a fon. ? 

T Some years ago fhe had been induced to undeitake a jour- 
ney to Peterfbuigh, for the purpofe of eftablifhing her claims, and 
had reached Mofcow; where fome Aimenians tefiding in that 
city, diverted her intention, which they reprefentcd as fruitlefs 

without greater aids than the pofleffed. ‘The honeft warmth with 

which Mr. Marcke efpoufed the caufe of this forlorn wider, 

eee a forcibly to him ; and the pleafure which I fup- 
pofe he received at obferving the like difpofition in a ftranger, 
whom he was about to part with, probably for ever, incited him 


* General Marcke fay$ that in a fhort time after the death of Nadir Shah, Filton 
was either aflaflinated, by the hand, or the orde: of the tather of the prefent chicf of 


Ghilam 
{O e 
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to Sommunicate many events of his life, which were related in 
a ménner peculiaily animated and pathetic. 
Ir appeared that he was a native of the Ukraine, and had 
“Been early employed as fecretary to the Ruflian cmbafly, at th: 
court of London, where, and at Petetfburgh, he formed many 
connections with our nation, to one of whom, I think he faid, 
his fif'er had been married. He had ferved likewife in the coips 
of engineers, where I have fince underftood, he acquired the 
srepatation of an officer of ability, and formed a friendfhip with 
the prefént governor of Aftracan, who now renders him many 
offices of hindnefs. After occupying various ftations in the 
feivice of Ruilia, he was appointed to the direction of the Ghi-_ 
lan faétory, whencé he”had been remvoved at the infligation of 
the Armenians, who, he faid, perfecuted him with uncommon 
marks of malignity, His property was confifcated, and he re- 
ceived the fentence of banifhment to Siberia, which was afterwards 
commuted to a clofe refidence at Aftiacan. Ilis deportment 
evinced an unaffectcd refignation to the lot which had befallen 
him; nor was it devoid of a manly exertion of fpinit, “inte tone 
of fimple humility, but (trengthened by an eye which impreffed ir- 
refiftible conviction, he affirmed, that in the condition which for. 
tune had placed him, he experienced a large poition of content. 
He had given a wide {cope, he faid, to the impulfe of ambition, 
and had gratified it by the aid of inftruments he now beheld with 
horror and difguft; but adveifity, had at once cxtinguifhed every 


tune 


278 FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


tumultuous affection, and endowed him with fortitude, and the 
fober enjoyinent of reafon. : 

Havine made the neceflary preparation for my JOUMney, ae and 
obtained a paffport, with an order for poft horfes,* I wasncady 
on the roth of May, to leave Aftracan; and here it is incumbent 
on me, to exprefs cordial thanke for the hofpitality and kindnefs 
fhewn me by the gentlemen of that city, efpecially to the honett 
Greek, Ivan Andreitch, whofe treatment of me, from the day he 
took ine up at Baku, to my departure from Aftracan, was unde. 
viatingly generous and affectionate, Nor mutt I omit the good 
offices of Mr. Hannicoff, who expeditioufly procured the neceffary 
- paper's from the public office, and gave me letters of inttroduCtion 
%o Count Zchernichoff, the marine minifter, and to Admiral 
Greig. 

Mr. Lone’s goodnefs to me was manifold; it anticipated 
all my wants, and indeed, by an anxious attention to my wel- 
fate, increafed them; whether in furnifhing a ftore of provi- 
fions, as there are few houfes of fare on the road, or in forti- 
fying my travelling conveyance, againft the cafualties of a long 
journey. The journey from Aftracan to Peterfburgh, having 

been 


* This infrument is termed Pedrozchna, without which no perfons can be fup~ 
plied with poft horfes, the hire of which is fixed by government, at the rate of two 
copeaks, about a penny, for each horfe, per verft. 

+ A four wheeled carriage, called in the Ruffian language, a Kibitka. It is fixed 


on the axles without fprings, and is fix fect long, and four feet in breadth, of the form 
of a 


n 
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bees quickly run over, .and without a knowledge of the Jan- 
guage, you will neceflarily fuppofe that my obfervations were 
limited and trivial. To qualify fome of the difficulties which 

hyip ny way; Mr. Hannicoff furnifhed me with a lift of the 
ftages and their diftances, which prevented the common impofi~ 
tion of poft houfes, and afforded me amufement. 

On the rath of May, at midnight, having travelled two hun- 
dred and fifty-eight miles, and two thirds, I arrived at Czaritfin, 
wheze I was detained until the next morning, that my paflport 
‘might be examined by the commandant. This gentleman per- 
Teiving the embarraflment which arofe from my want of the 

“Ruffian language, entered with much good-nature into the 
ftory of my little “réquifition’,> and -fpeedily accommodated them 
though at the time he was much opprefled by ficknefs, 

Tue country to Czaritfin is level and thinly inhabited; yet 
its abundant herbage, fhewed the foil to be of a good quality. 
The garrifon of this fortrefs, which is independant of Aftracan, 
confifts of three or four thoufand men. Since the.frontier of 
Ruffia has been extended on the fouth-weft, by the*complete 
fubjection of the Cuban Tartars, and the acquifition of the Crimea, 
this ftation is not confidered of much military account. 


of a cradle ; about a third part of it, towards the head, is covered with a tilt of painted 
canvas, from the fore edge of which to the foot, a leather, covering is occafionally. 
fixed in a floping direction, as a fhelter againft the weather; this machine is fupplied 
avith a bedding, and contains alfo, the requifite baggage of the paflenger, 


From 
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From the weftern bank of the Volga, and near the foft of 
Czatitfin, a chain of redonbts of about forty miles in length, 
firengthencd by an intrenchment, extends to the river Don 5 but 
which, fiom the like caufe that has diminifhed the importance Or 
Czaiitfin, is now of little utility, and has been evacuated. It is, 
faid, that the emprefs occafionally exprefies a difpofition to open a 
channel between the two vivers; a defign which had been under- 
taken by the great Peter, but fruftrated by the unfuccefsful ifTue 
of the Turkifh war, as well as certain difficulties which attetted, 
the operation.* 

Tus ground occupying this fpace, which I examined, is” 
chiefly compofed of gravel or rack, and apparently little higher 
than the level of the rivers. By opening this paflage, an inland 
navigation would be effected from the Black-fca to Siberia, by the 
medium of the river Kamah, which rifes in that province, and 
falls into the Volga, about forty miles below the city of Cazan ; 
and the Ruffian marine, now eftablifhed on the Black~fea,+ which 
has long been a favourite object at Pete: {burgh, would receive fi om 
this communication a fupply of commodities, the moft effential to 
its fupport; as timber, iron, cordage and canvas. Such a paflage 


into the Euxine and Mediteranean feas, froma country yielding 


* The foil was found in many places to be mixed with a large postion of rock; and 
the officer, an Englifhman, who conducted the plan, was cut off by banditti. 
+ The port of Keifon, 
a pro-* 
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uw pruutice fo various and valuable, may create a revolution equally 
important in the commercial and political world; and enable 
Ruffia, now indebted to foreign nations for the maintenance of 
het trage, to found within herfelf a mart, whofe happy fitua- 
tion is’ “empowered to attract to a common centre the commerce 
of Afia and Europe. 

Tut Day on which I left Czaritfin, the road led along the 
fouthern bank of the Don, which was wholly uninhabited ; its 
ageirent feemed to run at the rate of one mile and a half an 
hour, and the breadth to be about three hundred yards. No 
agccurence of any moment befel me from Czaritfin to Choper- 
fkoy Kreport,* a diftance of two hundred and thirty-five miles 
and a quarter ; unlefs it be “noted, that 1 fo far from encounter- 
ing any impediment, I received a general civility and ‘affiftance, 
When you advert to the predicament in which I ftood, a ftranger, 
alone, and unacquainted with the fpeech of the country, you mutt 
yield a due portion of praife to the excellency of the govern- 
ment, and the difpofition of the people. ; 

From Czaritfin extends a tract of uncultivated land, of ‘more 
than one hundred miles, in the direction of the road, on which no 
other habitation appears than huts, for the accommodation of 


thofe who keep the poft horfes ; but it fhews no other teftimony of 


Kreport in the Ruffian language, fignifies a fort. 


Vor. Id, Nin a defert 
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a defert than the want of inhabitants; for the foil beats an 
exuberant herbage, and is not deficient in water. 

Ar the diftance of a few miles from Choperfkoy, the dri. 
ver* of the carriage alarmed me by a report of the hinder a¥le 
being fhattered; an accident which gave me an epportuiity of 
obferving the dexterity of a Ruffian carpenter in the ufe of the 
axe, Without the help of any other tool, except a narrow chif- 
fel, to cut a fpace in the centre of it for receiving an irog bar 
which f{upports the axle, and to pierce holes for the linch pigs 
he reduced in two hours a piece of grofs timber to the requi- 
fite form, and his charge was one fhilling. ses 

TRAvELLING one hundred and twenty miles from this place, 
I arrived at the city of Tanboff, not large, but populous, and 
generally well built, the refidence of a governor, who examined 
and put his fignature to my pafsport. The country was level, 
bearing little wood, and from Aftracan to this place I had not 
feen a ftone on its furface. A heavy rain fell during the night 
of my depatture from Tanboff, which caufed an overflowing of 
the adjacent brooks, in one of which the carriage funk fo deep, 
that the horfes with every effort could not drag it, though fte- 
nuoufly affifted by the driver. This trivial event fhould not 
have been intruded on you, did it not tend to delineate the cha- 


racter of a Ruffian peafant, 


* He fits on a low fgat, fixed on the fore axle, 


AFTLP 
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ArTeR trying various methods to extricate the carriage in 
vain, and without a murmur, though the weather was piercingly 
.cold, and he was déipping wet, he loofened the horfes, and yoking 
them, to the hind: part of the carriage, he brought it back~ 
wards to dry ground. He endeavoured to pafs at another place, 
and was again foiled; yet he preferved an evenne{s of temper, 
which I did not think our nature pofflefled. He did not ceafe 
a moment from applying fuch aids as were beft adapted to our 
icf; nor once fhrunk from a chilling wind and rain, which 
had thrown me into an ague; but fevere patience, and an ine 
durance of the rougheft inclemency of weather, are qualities with 
which the peafant of Ruflia is conftitutionally endowed. Whilft 
we were ftruggling againft this cimenny; which feemed to me re~ 
medilefs, a paflenger leading fome horfes, faw the embarrafsment, 
and chearfully yoking two of them to the carriage gave us fpeedy 
relief. . 

On the 2oth of May, arrived at Mofcow, diftant from Tan- 
boff three hundred and eighty-four miles and one third. From 
the Volga to this city, I had not feen any land fo much cle- 
vated as to merit the name of a hill, and but few flones on the 
ground. The buildings in Ruffia, with an exception of fome of 
the public ftruétures, and houfes of the principal people, are com- 
pofed of wood, which is fo abundant a commodity, that in many 
places it forms the ftreets of towns and villages, 

’ In the interior parts of the q@ountry, a few of the churches 


Nna2 have 
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have lately been built of brick, in modern architecture, and fhew 
a juft tafte; but the old ones are all of wood, heavy ill thaped 
fabricks, and hung around with bells of all fizes, which the. 
priefts, who feem peculiarly fond of their found, keep in per~ 
petual chime, 

Ar every halting-place, 1 muft again notice, the people treated 
me with invariable civility ; inviting me into their houfes dur- 
ing the change of horfes, and fupplying, at a moderate rate, the 
things which I wanted. The roads in Ruffia, during the ay 
{cafon, are in a good condition naturally; for little labor is be 
ftowed on them; which indeed from the large tracts of inter- 
vening waftes would be impracticable. On fome days when the 
horfes were ftrong, I have travelled from one hundred and twenty, 
to one hundred and thirty miles, over a country on which the 
eye could perceive no elevation. The intervening rivers I either 
pafled on floating bridges or ferry boats, there being no fixed 
bridge on the road from Aftracan to this city. 

On approaching Mofcow, its numerous and lofty fpires* 
fhooting though extenfive plantations, exhibit a view equally pic- 
turefque and magnificent. The gardens interfperfed through this 
city, have given it a more extenfive fite than is requifite to con- 
tain, perhaps, three times the number of its inhabitants, who are 
computed at three or four hundred thoufand. 


* T was informed that the fteeples jn Mofcow, amount to fixteen hundred. 


Tuz 
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“tun dtiver of the carriage conducted me to a German ho- 
tel, whofe manager, a very affiduous and obliging perfon, fpoke 
‘the Englifh language fluently, and though he had experienced 
a Varigty of fortunes, fome of it very adverfe, he had acquired 
but little knowledge of the world; that is, he was ill qualified 
to combat its iniquitous practices, or to derive an adequate pro- 
fit from his profeflion. By a credulity and benevolence of dif- 
pofition, he had fallen a prey to many of the forcign adven- 
tu. .§ who infeft Mofcow, among whom I was mortified to fec 
fome of my own countrymen numbered. 

Tus good, fimple publican, being within my knowledge an 
unique im’ his profeffion, and as rare objects are the grand pur- 
fuit of modern journalifts, I could not pafs this character with- 
out introducing it to your notice; and I entreat, fhould you 
ever vifit Mofcow, that you will make fearch for this honetft 
German, and after thanking him for his kindnefs to the In- 
dian, fay, that he was very imprudent in depofiting a truft 
with a perfon whom he never faw before, nor could reafonably 
expect to fee again. ° 

Durine the day of my halt, my hoft did not fail to pro- 
cure me a view of thofe curiofities, which moft attract running 
travellers at this city, but which having becn already minutely 
defcribed, do not require further illuftration. Yet I muft make 
fome mention of a bell, the largeft probably in the world, and 
*expreffive of the inordinate pafson of the Ruffian nation for 

this 
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this {pecics of fonorous inflrument. I¢ is compofed of various 
metals, even of gold, and filver; the height meafures twenty-one 
feet, four inches and a quarter, the diameter at the bafe, twene-. 
ty-two feet, four inches and three quarters; its weight, ong huf~ 
dred and ninety-eight tons, two hundred and twenty-eight pounds ; 
and its coft is computed at fixty-five thoufand, fix hundred, and 
eighty-one pounds. A fire many years ago deftroyed the build. 
ing in which it was fufpended, and falling to the ground, where 
it has fince remained, a piece was broken from its fide. 

Moscow though no longer the capital of the empire, hatl, 
not felt thofe fymptoms of decay, which are feen to follow the 
deprivation of fovereign refidence. Aware of the attachment of 
the ancient nobility of Ruffia to this city, and alfo that her 
{pacious dominion required a fecond capital, Kathctine hath ftre- 
nuoufly endeavoured to preferve its former importance; and the 
inftitutions which have been eftablifhed, have centred, it is faid, 
a greater portion of wealth and commerce in Mofcow, than it 
poffefled before the removal of the court. 

Tue fuperior kinds of Ruffian manufactures are chiefly fa- 
bricated in this city from the rough materials, and are tran{ported 
by water carriage or caravans into the moft diftant quarters of 
the empire. An ordinance fo falutary will effentially contribute 
to fix the profperity of Mofcow, which is alfo promoted by the 
refidence of many of thofe Ruffian nobles, who are not em- 
ployed in the immediate ferviee of the ftate. They there in 

dulg 
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dulge that gaiety, diffipation, and pomp, in which they fo much 
delight, at a lefs expence than at the new capital. 

\Mr. Zcurrnicnorr, the governor-general of Mofcow, has 
acquired in the adminiftration of his office, a general good name, 
by the eftablifhment of a vigorous police, and beftowing on the 
city many ornaments, Standing high in favor of the emprefs, 
whom his family had ftrongly aided in afcending the throne, 
his defires are confidered as equal to thofe of the court; and it 

\ vot be deemed equally conducive to the welfare of Mofcow, as that 

«of the nation at large, that a fubject of fuch zeal and authority 
as been placed in fo eminent a ftation. The character of Mr. 
Zchernichof deferves the more diflinguifhed notice, as a fhame- 

“els laxity and corruption are fech to” parade every office and 
department of this wide empire, to counterpoife its powers and 
warp the direction of its natural policy. 

Mr. Hannicorr having given me a letter to his brother 
at Mofeow, I went to this gentleman’s houfe, where, with much 
mortification, I faw every thing French. The furniture, the 
drefs of the family, its manners, and the preceptor of the chil- 
dren were all French. The Ruffian gentry, indeed, from what- 
ever other quarter they have drawn feience and literature, have 
received a large poition of their manners from France; and 
it is evidently {cen, that a connection cemented by fo firong a 
paitiality, has occafionally attracted Ruffia, from its conflitutional 
*bias, and infufed a fpirit of poliey inimical to its welfare. The 

prevalent 
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prevalent ufe of the French language ‘and manners in mofl of 
the European courts, is not to be accounted the leaft efficient 
inftrament employed by France, in conduéting that general fyftem 
of intrigue, which marks every meafure of her government how-= 
ever trivial. 

I was received by the deputy-governor of Mofcow, to 
whom I applied for his fignature to my paflport, in a manner 
little different from that of an Afiatic chief to his dependent or 
inferior, He had juft rifen from his fiefta, and was fitting 
drefled in a loofe robe on a fofa of filk, in the front of which 
I was directed to ftand. He afked me fome queftions on the 
fubject of my journey with more affability than I had expected 
from his appearance, and the glitter of thew, which furrounded 
him. It is to be noticed that the Ruffians of all ranks are of 
a fallow and brown complexion ; few of them, even when young, 
having a natural bloom of face; this defeét I am induced to 
attribute partially to the exceflive warmth of their ftoves, and 
a frequent ufe of the hot bath, which in Ruffia contains a more 
intenfe heat than I have experienced in any country. 

Arter dining with my German hoft, whofe attentions to me 
had been indefatigable, and his charge moderate, I Icft Mofcow 
on the 2oth of May; on the next morning I arrived at the 
town of Klin, and breakfafted with an acquaintance of my Mof= 
cow friend. This perfon, a German, many of whom are {cat- 
tered over this part of the cquntry, kept an inn, but he faid 

with 
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with little fuccefs; as the Ruffian gentlemen, in their journies, 
feldom frequent fuch houfes, and the other claffes of people are 
witheld by their poverty. 

* ‘Tur road from Mofcow to Peteifburgh, meafuring four 
hundred and fixty-nine milesfand a third, confifts generally of 
a morafs, and is conftructed, with fome interventions of folid 
ground, of fpars of fir, laid in a parallel direction, and ftrewed 
over with eaith; this work was performed by Peter I. for efta- 
vlifhing a more eafy communication between the interior pro- 
vinces and his new capital, This extenfive wooden caufeway, 
founded on fo unfubftantial a bafis, muft at the firft fight ex- 
cite our furprize; but it will in a great degree ceafe, when it 


Wie-confirdercd—thatReufie—ahounds in timber, in robuft vaffals, 


and that the great Peter conducted the operation. My carriage, 
fixed immediately upon the axles, fhook me fo violently in its 
progrefs over this rough road, that I flept very little until the 
evening before I reached Peterfburgh, when being overpowered 
with fatigue, I lay down on a bed at a poft-houfe, defiring 
the driver to call me at the expiration of two hours, but no one 
came near me till the morning. 

On the 25th of May, I entered Peterfburgh, and procured a 
commodious lodging at an Englifh tavern. Mr. Shairpe, the Bri- 
tifh conful, being informed of my ftory, invited me to his houf ; 
and his introduction to many of the Englifh gentlemen, at Pcterf- 
burgh, enabled me to pafs very pleafantly, a three weeks refidence 


* 


Vou. I. Oo there ; 
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there; he prefented me alfo to our ambaflador,* whofe favourable 
mention of me in England, was eflentially conducive to my 
welfare. : 

In fo tranfient a vifitor, it would be a manifeft prefumption t 
give any detailed account of this fplendid city, or to defcribetir 
conftitution or laws. I will, however, notice fuch matter, as it 
more immediate projection forces on ordinary obfervation. ‘Thi 
view of Peterfburgh, adorned with its numerous magnificent build. 
ings, interfected by fpacious and regular ftreets, imparts the cor 
fequent pleafure of beholding a beautiful objeét; but when . 
looked on the period, removed only at the diftance of fevent: 
years, when this fpot, now covered by a proud city, reforted ti 
by all the nations of the-European world, and cnrichul Ly au ac 
tive commerce, was a dreary morafs, affording a miferable refidenc: 
to a hord of rude fithermen. I was infpired with reverence anc 
wonder, when I reflected on the creative genius of the man whc 
had accomplifhed fo glorious a work. Other monarchs have mo. 
delled armies, aggrandifed kingdoms by conqueft, or gradual civili 
zation ; but Peter at once difpelled the cloud of barbarifm, whict 
inveloped his country, and brought it forth to the aftonifhed anc 
applauding view of Europe. 

Ir is on this ground you mutt view Peterfburgh, to rendei 
due juftice to the memory of its founder, who in rearing his fa 


* Mr, Fitzherbert, 
bric 
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bric, ftruggled with obftinate prejudice and enraged fuperftition ; 
but they fell before his commanding genius. Nor muft we forget 
—that thintt of knowledge, which carried him into foreign countries 
to court their fcience, and practife their arts. This fubject hath 
infernibly produced a ftrain of writing, too ftrongly I fear impreg- 
nated with that fpecies of colouring, which marks the compofition 
of the Afiatics, and indeed their ordinary converfation, and which, 
hy an intimate connection with them for many years, has perhaps 
become habitual to me, When you advert therefore to the foci- 
eties I have mixed in, and alfo toa warm impulfe, which has 
prompted me to throw a laurel at the brow of Peter, I hope that 
thi ill_mect with an indulgent eye. 
From the dreffes of the nobility, enriched by a varions dif- 
play of jewels, their equipage and pompous retinue, the court 
of Peterfburgh is faid to be the moft brilliant in Europe; and 
it fhould feem, that the emprefs manifeftly indulges * this dif 
pofition in the courtiers, whether from the congenial propenfity 
of a female mind, or an opinion, that the intrigues and machina- 
tions which fhe has heretofore fuccefsfully praliced, will not 
deeply occupy the minds of a people, involved in luxury and 
diffipation. 
Tue Ruffian gentry, efpecially thofe attached to the court, 


* She has eftablithed at Peterfburgh, four companies of players, of different mi 
“tions, French, Geiman, Italian and Ru@ian, which reccive falaries from the pi blic 
treafury, 


Oo2 are 
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are either in debt, or they expend the full amount of their re. 
venue; and if the teftimony of thofe who have made the expe- 
riment is to be credited, we mult believe in the extreme ve.- 
nality of the minifters of government, however adverfe to thé 
public welfare. The adminiftration of count Panin gave a 
{trong proof of this difpofition. The French who have ever 
avowedly oppofed the views of this empire, have afforded with- 
out referve, affiftance to its enemies, and who, it is faid, re- 
ftriét its Mediterranean fquadron, to eight fhips of the line, 
poffefled during Panin’s miniftry, a leading {way in the Ruffian 
cabinet, which they rendered hoftile to the general interefts of 
the empire. Since that period, Ruffia has adopted a more na- 
ie ee of the falutary expediency of form- 
ing a cordial intercourle with the court of London. It is no- 
ticed that the Ruffian gentry learn foreign languages with ap- 
titude, that they readily aflume the manners of thofe whom 
they vifit, and lay them afide with equal facility; and that being 
a new people, they bear few marks of national originality ; but 
like a. mafs of duétile matter, receive the impreffion of objects 
in contaét with them. 

Tue peafantry are marked with ftrong characteriftic features.; 
they are obedient, attached to their {uperiors, and poflefs an obfti- 
nate courage; but they are addiéted to petty thefts, and to an 
exceflive ufe of intoxicating liquors. It muft furely be held a 


reproach on the policy and finance of anation, when the largeit 
branch 
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branch of its revenue is feen to arife from an encouragement of 
the ruling vice of the people; yet this fact is fully exemplified 
4n Ruffia, where two capital impofts are laid oh corn- brandy. 
It is fold by government to the dealers, at a fixed rate, from 
I which a large profit is produced, and a duty is collected from 
evcry perfon, who vends it. 

WuatTever cenfure the prefent Katherine may have incurred 
in fwerving from the cardinal virtue of her fex, we muft un- 
4efervedly fay, that fhe hath made fome atonement for that 
deviation, by eftablifhing a wife and vigorous fyftem of govern- 
ment, by a liberal encouragement of the arts, and an exercife 
ei eos a a of the moft 
polifhed nations. She polfefies™r e, which has much 
endeared her to the people, and which an occafion of difplaying 
happened fome days before my arrival at Peterfburgh. Being 
informed that an extenfive pile of wooden buildings, appro- 
priated to the ufe of merchants and tradefmen, was burning 
with violence, fhe immediately proceeded to the fpot, where ex- 
horting the firemen to an active execution of their duty, fhe 
affured thofe who had fuffered by the conflagration, that the 
buildings fhould be reconftructed at the public expence and of 
more fubftantial materials. 

Amone the many monuments of grandeur, raifed by Ka- 
therine, the moft attracting is an cqueftrian ftatue, erected to 
the memory of the great Petgr, which is placed in front of the 


councils 
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council-houfe, and in a fituation commanding a view of the 
port; nor have I feen any figure which exhibits a bolder o1 
more juft afpect of nature, except that of our firft Charles in 
London. - It ftands on a hugh block of ftone, whofe fummit 
flanting, gives an afcending pofition to the horfe, one ee the 
hinder feet of which bruifes the head of a ferpent.* The figure 
of Peter looks towards the Neva, having the right arm ftretch- 
ed forth with an expanded hand, giving to all nations encourage- 
ment and protection. Often did I vifit this ftatue of Peter, and 
in reviewing. the ftupendous work, which his hand has raifed, 
I have gazed on it with admiration and delight; and did the 
tenets of my faith permit, Peter fhould be chofen my- tutelar 
faint. 

Paut Petrowirz, entitled the Grand Duke of Ruffia, 
and the only iffue of the emprefs, having been little brought 
forward to the public notice, the eflential parts of his character 
remain undeveloped. The foreigners who have accefs to him, 
fay, that heis endowed with difcretion, is beloved in his family, 
and obferves a juft punctuality in the difcharge of his accounts, 
a quality the more deferving of praife, as it is rarely found 
among the nobility of Ruflia, who have become notorious by 
. an accumulation of debts and a common failure of payments. 


* Emblematical of the malignant prejudices, which this ptince encountered 


and overcome. 


The 
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The grand duke is the nominal prefident of the admiralty, 
though he does not officiate in that department, or poffefs any 
influence in the cabinet ; but aware of the emprefs’s jealoufy 
of domiktic interference, he lives wholly abftra¢ted from bufi- 


nefs, 
A GENTLEMAN, who had acquired a. converfant knowledge 


of the court of Peterfhurgh, obferved to me that a female 
reign was moft favorable to ‘the views of the Ruflian nobility ; 
it ttrorded a wider fcope, to their ambition, avarice, and in- 
tiigue, which under the eye of a prince, efpecially if he were 
attive, would neceffarily be limited, and that they would ever 
diflike and ftrive to exclude a male fucceflion; nor does this 
—ebfer veto Wank proors OF TUPportytnthefour lat reigns ‘of 
this empire. 

In clofing thefe defultory remarks, I am induced to natice, 
that thofe Ruffians who have not yet adopted the manners and 
drefs of Europe, and they probably include three fourths of the 
nation, refemble the Afiatics, and particularly Tartars, in many 
confpicuous inftances. They wear the long gown, the fath,.and, 
the cap ; and they confider the beard as a type of perfonak 
honor. The hot bath as in Afia is in common ule, even with 
the laweft clafles of the Ruffians, who perform alfo many ordi- 
nary ablutions, not practifed by any northern people, and when 
not prevented by their occupations, they fleep at noon. In the 


maoner of Afia, the Ruffians obferve to their fuperiors an ex- 
treme 
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treme fubmiffion, and their deportment is blended with a fua- 
vity of addrefs and language; which is not warranted by their 
appearance, or the opinions generally formed of them. 

By impofing a fuperior value on this quality, the Ruffians, 
it fhould feem, have neglected to cultivate the more effential vir- 
tues, a want of which is often experienced by the foreign mer~ 
chants, who have incurred heavy lofles by their want of faith. 
Thé copeck of Ruffia, a copper coin, in name, and apparently in 
value is the fame which was current in Tartary during the reign 
of Timur; and as the paflage illuftrating this fact is curious, 
I will lay it before you. 


“ Tue dearth was fo great in the Tartar camp, that a 
t * - 
“ pound of millet fold for ieventy dinars copeghi, an ox’s head 


« for an hundred, and a fheep’s head for two hundred and fifty.”* 
This occurrence happened during the expedition of Timur into 
Aftracan, at a period of two hundred years previous to the 
Ruffian acquifition of that kingdom, Should a national con- 
nection between Ruffia and: Tartary be afcertained, a reverfe of 
the general progrefs of conqueft, which has been feen to ftretch 
to the fouthward, will appear exemplified in the Ruffian na- 
tion, who penetrating into the higher parts of Europe, have 
fixed a capital in the fixtieth degree of latitude. Embarking at 


- Peterfbur, ah, 
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Peterfburgh, in the middle of June, on board of a trading veflel, 
I arrived in England in the latter end of July. 

'  -Havine now brought you to the clofe of a long journey, 
the performance of which was chiefly derived from a vigorous 
health, and a certain portion of perfeverance, I bid yousan af- 
fectionate farewel, and I truft, that you will never have caufe 
to impute to any of the various faéts which have been brought 
forward in the body of the letters, the colour of paffion or the 
views of intereft. Amicus Plato, &c. The opinions deduced 
from them, given by a man flenderly converfant in the higher 
claffes of fcience, and who has yet much to feek in the abftrufer 

—pageof-tramen—tifey-T freely commit $o your cenfure, as alfo the ; 
manner of writing, which I fear will be judged offenfive to the 
chaftenefs, diftinguifhing the language of the prefent age. 
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